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The Soviet Cuban Alliance in Black Africa

Cuba id tbc African Ikidc" 

Hodj, oí tbc Castro IX*. trine 
Alrocasrroism and thc PuhtK» oí Micra4tfa|^a

Culos Monte s siudy oí thc race factor in Cuba s interna! history and 
m thc cvolution oí tu íoreign policy te a rcmarkablc scbolarly en 
dcavor. This is onc oí thc most significan! books availablc on cociera 
pocary Cuba It addrctscs a desale noa tope" m Cuban histury thc 
race factor within Cuba It examines a mator tbcme oí thc r*»( 
quancr ccntury Cuban poiicsea toward Africa, and it astease* thc sig 
mí i canee oí the race factor in thc íormation oí tbosc policics Carlos 
Moorc braga toge ther an cnorrnous amount oí informalron oot 
a v aüablc anywhcrc c i se and c a plores themes raxely discussed wnh 
regar d to Cuba, eithcr in or out oí that country He argües his case 
vigorously

The tone m this wock is vigorous and at times harsh Its ludgmcnts 
will be impopular w11h many deienden and with man y opponcn t s oí 
Cuba's revolut mnary govcmmcnt The íormer will dishkc thc truth 
that there is racism in Cuba today, thc latter will dishkc thc truth 
that there has always been racism in Cuba So the buok will be pro- 
íoundly unpopular among many Cubana who will deny that racism 
is a factor in Cuban history, and it will be intcnscly dislikcd, both by 
thc Cuban governmcnt and by many oí its encimes who hvc outsidc 
oí Cuba.

Moorc s central theme is that racism is an inherent parí oí thc 
history oí Cuba, a histury shared by thc w hites who ha ve rulcd C uba 
bcfucc and smee thc revolutlonary victory m 1959, a histury fot which 
Cubana both m and outaidc oí Cuba are responsiblc His argument 
suggcsts that a revolutmo was warranted in Cuba to address thc racial 
factor, among others, but that thc revolution which prevaded was so 
consisten! with thc historie past oí domination that it has not done 
so Instead, like ail Cuban govcmments smee indcpcndcncc, thc cur 
rent onc acknowlcdgcs that racistn was a problem under thc rule oí 
its predcccssors, but not now.

This is not lust a scholarly book, bowever. It is siso an angry book 
by someonc who has livcd through many oí the cxpcncnccs that in- 
íorm the work At times, there are somc harsh ludgracnts about in­
dividuáis, govcmments, and large groups oí pcoplc Readers need not 
share this anger or these iudgments (although, oí course, they mayl 
in order to leam hom this buok I pcrsonally have Icaraed a grcat deal

Appcndu I 1 he Latín Mude) oí Race Relation*

Appcodii 2 I* Cuba a Black or Whitc Country^

Appcndii I Che Guevara * Cultural Confítela in Africa

MTtndu 4 Sunn Afncaa Youth and the Casíroste J 
Intcrventiua in Afnea



Forevrotd n

revolucionar? victory in 1959, not nccessarily bcciutc the rcgime te 
anii Black bul becauae II i» aut honrarían A regime that tolerares do 
formally (ípmzcd oppoutk n (rom anv quarter and ova anv signifi­
can! i»wf certamly don not tolérate 11 (rom Black» over the race (ac­
tor The revolutnmary regiroc has rcprcwd efíewts lo establtsh 
movement» tn Cuba that rock to focos oo the race (actor, that setk 
to bnng i*sues oí importante to Black» to the attention oí leader» 
ihat question the overwhelming presente oí white» m the leadership 
or that simply wtoh lo prenote social. cultural, or política! associa 
iK»ns among Black», (ocu*mg «m ipecifically AfroCuban tisúes Frotn 
ihl» perspecttve, the revoluttonar? rcgime i» ai harth oo Black» ai it 
i» on anv other group» wishmg topursue autonomou» and especially 
oppmittonal, activitie» in Cuba I agree tully

A third theme i» surely the most controversia! The revolutionary 
rcgime might be called negrophobte Oo cultural and ideological 
grounds, it » reprcMive oí ihr culture oí Black» m Cuba It has sought 
to extírpate Afro-Cuban religión», by fight mg them duectly or by 
secking to transform them into amstic folklore It denígrate» tradi 
t tonal Afro-Cuban culture aa barbarie k accord» no standmg—other 
than ai an academic curonity-to Afncan and AfroCuban language» 
m Cuba h uke» do deliberare action» to inciude Black» in positton» 
oí authonty, permití tng the racista long ingrained in the »ociety to 
keep Black» in subordínate positrón» Most crucially, it i» more 
repressive toward AfroCuban religión» than toward Román Catholi 
ctom It isalsomore repressive towardsocial cultural, or mtellectual 
gr oupings organ i red ar ound AfroCuban Manes t han ar ound other 
i*sues It coosiders the associat ranal eipressran ni AfroCuban con­
cern» and gnevance» especial)? unacccpcable cultural)?. where the re- 
gime i» radicalh integral ioni»t and ideolopcallv, where it dota Mt 
ac ccpt ethnocult ur a I variarwn» m the honrage neous «ooetv it wan t s 
to build

There t» reason tor ambivalence m a»»e»sing thi» theme It i» cor- 
rect that the regimc ha» been quite harsh in this way It i» also correet 
that it has focused on specilic hclich and practice» that happen to he 
etpecial!y prevalen! among and significan! (or, Black» m Cuba m the 
•ocial, cultural, rchgious. and política! sphere» I do not tbink it i» 
corrcct that the regañe i» deliberately and conu tously anti-Biack, ñor 
that it and it» leader» are unusuallv more tactor than ha» beca the 
norm m tbe country» history Whv, then. is the re»ult sotragic, op 
pre»»ive, and disturbing7

One hypothesi» to that the regime's apparent negrophobia at home 
results (rom the combination oí the cultural burden» oí the past with 
the authoritanan power» oí the present and tbc peculiantie» oí

i Fomrard

(rom rradmg it and diuussing it with the author Although I difíer 
both with it» tune and witb it» lubttancc in rnany places, I mi con* 
vinced that no «rae ha» been so ablc to unmask this hidden tragedy in 
Cuban hutory a» Cario» Moore the dental oí racista there and, coa* 
sequentlv «he en*<m«i» difíiculty m confrontíng ft.

It ha* been a icrnnxn scholarly and popular argument that »lavery 
in Cuba «a» oto a» harth a» in the United State* and that race rela- 
trans in Cuba «ere eatier anee the emaneipation oí the alavés than 
¡D the United Mates Ibis book to it» great credit, to not intemtod 
in the K<miparatnv »tudv oí such evd» It hxutes its full attention on 
tbe evil to racism tn Cuba and it show» m v>me detad that, on it» 
own term* it it evil cnough Four manw theme» run through the di»- 
cusskw Moore give» vanou» weight» to them, m discusting hto ap- 
pnach tnv own agtc<ments and disagreement» with him will al*o 
surtace '

One tnaait theme addresses a historie al eiplanation The race toe* 
tor ha* been present in Cuba sincc tbc early days oí the Spamsh con­
que*: and it temain» w today It shape» the way Cubana thmk about 
each other and th< manner in which their govemon have ruled 
Nimctbcless ( uhan goverament» and key cine» have sougbt to deny 
the eiistence oí racisro and have behaved a» lí the race tacto» were 
gcnnallv irKímequential Tbe dominant tdcology has been that there 
are no whitcs and no Blacks-only Cubana. I strongly agre? with 
Moore that the race tactor has been oí dectoive importancc in Cuban 
history and that tu workings led to a hierarchical «ystem oí subordi­
nan. >n oí Black» I alto agree that a key lo undetstanding the race (ac­
tor tn Cuba begin* with focusmg on the ettorts oí «o manv, cspeciaUy 
tbose m power to deny that it even eiist» Thi» penucious patemal- 
‘E na» T.aJc ».«nfn>oiing racism more ditticult
Unlike Moore and unlike Cuba * resolutionary governoMBIt lb^ 

lieve tbcre wa* a gradual procese that, by the nud twenticth centivy 
itfter a Noody represaran m 19)2 and repeated abuses dunng the 
NMh* had blunted the *harpest edges oí racism in Cuba and pcrmit 
ted the gradual improvement oí the social, cconomic, and poliiical 
¿ooditmn to Black* Part to this useíul trend deveioped frotn the wiwk 
to people »ho are nt»< unisersally p*q*ular among Cubaos |»ome 
would haré to be id cach other’» cumpanyl former dicutor Fulgencio 
Batista himwit a mulatto who often tried to “pasa (<»r whitc”¿ tbe 
pre-revolutMinarv Liberal pan y, the pre revolutionary Communtst 
pan», and the labor nravement led by lazan* Peta and Euscbio Muial

A second major (heme addresses an explanar ion oí the st ructure OÍ 
the revolut tonar y regime * power It argües that Black» have suffered 
trien tbe pdxie» to the regañe led by Presiden! Fidel Castro »incc the



Forewotd xni1U horcword

Mannm l enmuro on cita» racial quest muí» Cuba» Cunent rulen, 
likc lis past rukrs, have wught to den v rae i»m and to promete cul­
tural aMimibtion. often with benevolent mtcntion» cvcn it Black», 
a» a rciult i4 both policics. are consigncd to the bottom oí che social 
tuanhcatioo pvramid and dcprivcd oí their cultural tradición» Fast 
rukrs búkcd thc mil powcn nceded to implcmcnt thcu pobey prder- 
cncts With regard to thc race tactor, thn incapacity retulrcd m much 
pluralista that pcrroittcd tbc ileunshing oí Afro-Cuban religión» and 
thc germinal ion ol Afro-Cuban polines and intellcctual lite. Cuba'» 
iunent rulen have thc powcr to imposc thcu preícrcncci and rcly un 
an ideolagy that conuden cthno-cultural vanat ion» superstructura! 
pbcmMBcna to be orneóme It b thi» citraordmary combinatioa rá 
tbc pa»t and thc present that has had sotnc negropbobic OMNb 
damnable un thcu own térro» nen thuugh, m my ludgmcnt, tbey do 
t>< rcsult tium dclibcratcly negropbobic intcntrans ot polines.

Tbc tourth theme ot the diuussion i» thc mo»t consisten! with thc 
moiutK»nar> rcgimc»ofricial policy there have been impruvements 
m the cooditions oí lile for Black» in Cuba since thc Revolutran 
Muere acccpt» thi» although he does not dwcll on it The rcvohKte 
an p>\ernment abolished the vestige» oí legal race Jiuriminatum, 
that did not amount to much, but it was Mili right Moreover. be* 
cause Black» had been disproportaanately cuoccntmed al thc bottom 
ot Cuba«social stratihcation, goverament policies that sought to 
teah thc dlitcratc, impuse thc health oí the indigent. cnsure a rom» 
muro cakmc intakc against hunger, and providc iobs íor all, werc 
bound to bcncfit Black» di propon lonatcly These thing* have hap- 
pened to thc Cuban go»ernment'» crcdit, and Black» have mdeed 
benchtcd

Howcver Black» bcnctited becausc tbey werc poce, and not be* 
cause thcv werc Black Apart from thc mude»! step» rcquircd to di»- 
tnantk what remamed oí legal race diunmination. thc Cuban 
goverament ha» not had exptatly "pro-Black" or "affirmative 
«non púber» .And. at thc tup oí the rcgime thme who rule are still 
* hite Thi» duc» not deny to the Cuban gu» ernment the credit it 
ócxnc* to» impro»rng thc kx oí tbe poor, but it underImes ya agam 
hn» difticult it i» lar thi» rcgime to be lonscraus oí the problcm oí 
being Black m Cuba and oí tbc legitímate and endurmg question oí 
tbe mcaning ol Afro Cuban traditions m Cuba I thmk that Carlos 
Muurc wuuld sharc my cntici»ra oí thc limita oí the Cuban govern- 
mcni»polines m thi* regará

Thw bool » publicatión i» a mdestone in tbe history oí Cuba It 
should laumh a long-overdue discussion about a central lame m that

country s history - a country that has made tbe worid. and csyecially 
Africa, an arena for tes International activitie» It will be a painful dis­
cu ss ion becausc thc subiect it»elf i» so It should dispcl myths about 
Cuba and about its revolutran, which mtght enable tbe country and 
cvcn thc regime, wcre it to face up forthnghtly to the i»sucs raiscd 
here, to bccomc the better Ior it For thosc who are neither Cuban» 
ñor revolutionancs, the book will shed much light on the mmcacte» 
oí thc race factor m a «ociety and for a govemmcnt that are *ur 
rounded by and enmeshed in it but barely conscious oí it. Never be 
íore has an author delvcd so thoroughly into the subiect oí race m thc 
Cuban cipenencc Thi» la, tn »hort, a b»wk that explores how a people 
and a rcvolutran have we<ked hard to ignore a central íact tbey should 
have addressed long ago

Mooee’» discussion of Cuban policy toward Africa from 1959 on 
wards likewiae filis an important scholarly void Most acholan who 
have descr ibcd and anal y red this pobey have tocused on thc perrad 
after 1975, becausc that i» when tbc marar mtervcntion» in Angola 
and m Ethiopia occurred and when thc u«pc oí Cuban policy in 
Africa bccame lar ge and visible Moorc’s work, in contrast reacbe» 
a climax m 1972, when threc maior cvcnts coincidcd Fidel Castro » 
fir«t tnp to Africa Cuba’» estabhshmcnt of diplomatic and other re 
latiom with black Engli»h «peaking Canbbean countne». and Cuba s 
formal cntrance tnto tbe Soviet - led Council for Mutual Ecoiramic A» 
»i»tance Thu», 1972 proved to be a turning potnt m Cuban history 
setting thc stage for sevcral key Cuban poiicies in the vean to come 
Moorc argües implicitly that the subsequent unfolding oí events m 
Angola, Ethiopia, and clsewherc are but the consequences oí a policv 
wbosc roots had been set much carta Hi» ta»k i» to shed light <m 
that importan! carta time

Moorc » fust conclusión needs stressmg the subrcct oí a Cuban 
pohcy toward Africa does exi»t Cuba s Africa pobey m the 1960» wa» 
not that oí a Soviet proxy, or puppet, or surrogate, or appendagc 
Cuba » Africa pohcy, ahove all, was made in Havana It i» not Moorc s 
subiect to examine all the intricacie» oí Soviet-Cuban relance* m 
tho»e year», but he show» thc coaita» between tbo»e two govern 
ment», their tcaJousies, and their difficultv in collaboratmg on manv 
policies for most of thc 1960» Howevcr, Moorc abo shows thc con 
struction oí an eífcctivc Soviet <?uban alllance by the end of the 1960» 
and beginning oí thc 1970»—a pattern consistan with other trend» 
in Soviet-Cuban relation»

If Soviet dicutes do not expbm the ongin» and evolution oí Cuban 
pohcy toward Africa, what, then, does» The íirst an»wer i» strategy
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The Cuta gvvcmmcnt, and c*ptvullv Fidel Castro, looked fot op- 
portunitie» abruad to proicct thc mflucncc oí thc Cuban rcvolution 
and to coaita th< United Sute» and ¡t» aUiea. The scarch íor oppor- 
tututie» i» a central featurc oí Cuba*» Africa policy and tbc sures! 
cuide through thc mazc ot conspüacie», commitmeota, and dea!» 
mude ovet thc ycan This opportunutK approach wa» alio bold Cuba 
dcpkwcd toree» to help Algcna m it» war with Mcrocco in 1963 Cuba 
Jcpkntd torces kd petsooally by Ernesto Che Guevara. tu help msur 
cents m thc Congo |¡ata renamed ¿aire I íight against thc Lcopoidvitte 
Covernraent Cuba mide and brokc deals with msurgent», such M 
Fierre Mídele, ur guvemmetM leader», depending oo uhangmg circum- 
Mana* Sume Cuban torces pvotected thc govcmments OÍ thc Congo 
iBtanaviUel and ot Guinea, ocho Cuban torees tramad insurgen!» to 
lixht against Portugal'» tokxual empuc Beyood Moorc*» argument, 
tbc recountmg oí these tntncate, important, and httle-known evento 
n itsclt a tascinating account

Mocee insiste that there was more to Cuban policy m Africa, 
howcver One idcological dimensión, which oscrlapped thc stratcgic 
onentatioo, was wlidarity with revolutionary States and movements 
sccn as compatible with Cuba s visión oí thc "’good íuture " But a 
more signifuant idcolugical dimensión, m Moorc'» ludgment, to thc 
race factor

Ihe impjit oí race on Cuban íorcign policy, according to Mouce, 
IS not simple S«dc bta. k Cuban intcllcctuai», »uch as W alieno Car- 
biexll,arruedaseafh a» 1959taran AtrocentncCubantorappoiKy 
to deteod tbc Revolutioa against its encimes abruad and to root il m 
thc cipenencc oí Cuba s own black people These idea» probably 
caught thc imagmation oí the leadership In fací, Fidel Castro OTO the 
sean has mcrcasmgh made refcrcnce to tbe hisiory Cuba shares with 
man» Africas countnes through the »lave trade He has been con- 
xnius.it thc esternal uses oí Cuban dcmugraphy as wcll as the ínter 
nal uses oí Cuta forcign policy Afnean». he may have thougbt 
shrcwdh would weleome advtocrs and troopa trom a pardy black 
country, black Cubaos, cspecially numerous among Cuban troopa, 
wuuld figbt tn war» overscas to support black govcrnments. Moorc 
shows thc Cuta govcrnmcnt's manipulation oí racial symbols buth 
m Africa and tn Cuba to huild support íor Cuban govcrnmcnt policio»

Moorc insista that an additional rcason íor Cuba's entry mto Africa 
was patcmahsm and disdain íor thc capacity oí African leader». 
Kovrmmcnts, and movements to build their own íuture. Cuba would 
show thern how to make and consolídate rcvolution» in tbc face OÍ 
impcrulist enormes Ibis controversia! asscrtion is drawn from many

Jorge I Domínguez
Proíessor oí Government
Harvard University

I lhas'c*Mrcswdk»mccíibcscthcii»ciinm«»TiiiíUs fajunrernaew Urdir T»r 
flrruWownoTilwSfWJiAAnierKmffflptTrtCambndicc HMswdUnism.tr Frrn
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spcechcs and interviews and cannot easily be dismissed It is one of 
the more troubling ícatures of thc story.

Strategy, ideology, and posstble prcjudicc are combinad in the per 
wn oí Fidel Castro, who is thc dccisive actor tn thc drama that un 
íolds in thc pages of thi» book Ch¿ Guevara also playcd an impurtant 
support ing role, a» did an incrcasing number oí other Cuban leader» 
as Cuba'» Africa policy bccamc more complcx

The domcstic dimensión of Cuba's Africa policy úcqually complcx 
initseffcct» On the one hand, Moorc shows that some Cuban Black» 
who idcntiíicd with thc revolutionary govcrnmcnt rose rapidly 
through thc ranks oí govcrnmcnt and Panv and took chargc of thc im 
plcmcntation of important aspeéis oí Cuba's Africa pohcy On thc 
other hand Moorc also shows that thc Cuban govcrnmcnt did not 
changc mott oí its intemal policics on manen oí race even as it be- 
came more involved in Africa The Cuban govcrnmcnt remamed m- 
tolerant of thc independent expression oí cultural and political ideas 
and behaviur by Cuban Black» An independent Africa abroad did not 
make íor an independent, albeit mcta-phoncal, Africa at borne

Nonetheless, thc resulte oí Cuba's Africa policics have been imprcs 
sive. Cuba's prescncc has spread throughout thc Afnean continent 
There has not been much opposit ion withm Cuba to thc support íor 
Afnean revolutionary States and movements Cuba's insurgen! alhes 
in thc Portuguesa colonias cventually carne to powcr The prescncc 
and a va i lábil it y of Cuban rroops has becomc a maior powcr factor on 
that contment In íact, Cuba is at least as signiíicant as thc more con- 
vcntionally defined non-African major powers in Africa

"Littlc Cuba," to use a phrase cited often in this book, playa war 
drums heard ckarIy and with eífect across the occans and through- 
out the lands of Africa It is tragic that other drums that migbt stng 
within Cuba oí the cultural, política!, and rcligtous expression of 
Afro-Cuban» do not víbrate so frcely and so joyously. That is the twm 
drama of the race factor in Cuba's own history and in its forcign 
policy—a drama painfully, amculately and powcrfuIly presentcd in 
thc pages of this book

xnius.it
HMswdUnism.tr
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CASTRO'S EARLY ALTITUDES
ON RACE

The Rcdccmcr Complex

Just forty years after thc abolirion oí slavcry in Cuba, and founecn 
years aílcr (he uvi^c crushmg in 1912 oí (he black insurrcction led 
by thc Partido Independiente de Color, Fidel Castro Rúa wat boro in 
thc prcdominantly black and most populous Cuban provincc oí

Fought with a prcdominantly black army, as photographs from thc 
pcriod show, thc 1895-1898 indcpendcncc wat agamst Spain was led 
by thc intellectual radical wing oí thc nascent Híspame Cuban tmd- 
dle class Its symbolic cbief was thc brilliant nationalist, José Marti, 
but when thc United States mtervened in thc war, powcr within thc 
indcpcndcncc movement shiítcd to thc most rcactionary sector» oí 
the whíte creóle bourgcoisic. It was this class that inherited com- 
mand oí thc ncocolomal rcpubhc. When thc nationalistic black 
m idd 1 e class tormed ns o wn política! pan y (Pan ido Independiente de 
Color, or PIO and rose m revolt m May 1912, severa! tbousand Atro- 
Cubans wcrc massacred and lynchcd throughout the island in the 
biggcst blood- Ictting in centuncs. A blankct oí silente has covcred 
that event cvcr since.

The radical wing oí thc Híspame Cuban middlc class was to rcap- 
pear forcef ully on the política! scenc as the in tcllectual vanguard oí 
the aborted 1933 rcvohition Antonio Gaiteras Hoimes appcared tben 
as thc immcdiatc succcssor to Maní s anti impcnalist position And 
iust as Martí had been, Guitcras was killed figbting íor thc ideáis oí 
national indcpcndence and social reconstniction. Both Marti and 
Guitcras had seen American imperialista as the chieí encmy Both 
wcrc tirst generar ion Híspame Cubaos

Although quenebed by thcn-Colonel Batista * successíul política! 
táctica in 1933, the rcvolution was rekindled m 1952 by Batista’s 
second coup Again, the Híspame Cuban middlc class found its jefe 
in a chansmatic, nationalistic, first-generarion Híspame Cuban in- 
tcllcctual whosc personal outlook, personality, and política] style 
have been the basis of Cuban interna) and íorcign policy smee 1959.
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modiiving bchavior paiten» ¡n thc kcy ‘prívate’ arcas oí the color- 
ila» svstcm ' •'

bwntulh Castro »specches rcconíirmed two ¡nrmanent fcaturt» 
oí bs approach to race relations a commitment to an intcgrauoote 
siancc steeped in whitc liberal patcmalism and a fino rctusal to aüow 
the racial quemón to escape that tramework. In other words, it was 
out ot thc quemón tor Black* thcmselvcs to define thc contení of 
their own oppreuion, or define thc térras oí their ethnic emancipa- 
non David Bacb secas to have grasped that situation when te 
•Tote that in th»nc twu *pccchcs in thc earlv monthsoí 1959Fidel 
Castro noc cal» idcntificd thc atptrat¡orn oí his movement in relance 
io Jómeme lana! diunmination but also csublished thc Iñliia te- 
ion J whuh it muid not go Henceíorth he retened to the color 
pcoblctn m his tpeechei only m passing and implying that, with thc 
.atnpaign to end discnmination ¡n workplaccs and social centen 
(ompkted there was hule ü anythmg that remamed to be done

In other wods, the govemment was intent on bannmg discrimina- 
uon based on race or color, whilc racism itself could rcmam a Wd 
diMtcnonarv cthual question Implicit in ibis policy was that Cuba » 
new whitc Icaderdnp tacitly condoncd white suprcmacy but frowncd 
on racial segregatton

At no tune bctween March 1959 and the Third Congreso of the 
Cuban Commumu partí m Fcbcuary 1986, twcnty ama yem 
did Cauro or anv oí his top licutenants attempt to opea Cuba’s raóil 
Pandora s box agam Rather, from that point on, the Castro teSb 
ihip would resist and even reptes* attempts by black disienten 10 
totee thc issue into thc opeo n ‘‘When Fidel approachcd thc racial 
quemoom 1959/ remarkedaHamanCommunist, “has wordswtrt 
reicntd cnthuuamcallv It would teve befitted che situatm tohm 
punued that theme turther What made him come 10 a hak 
whilc m such a food posmon1"*4 An overview of Fidel Castro'» racial 
altitudes betore he carne to powcr i» in order to give even a tentative 
answcr to thi* question
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The Bid for Power

Castro’s first serious quest for Icadership carne in 1945 whcn he en­
tercó the world oí political gangstcnsm that was tbc Univeruty oí 
Havana in the late 1940a and carly 1950a. Hia personalismo and 
hcroic, macho concepción oí política ís evidcnccd by hia account oí 
how he claabcd with the "action groups" at the university.'* Castro s 
succcsshil bid íor political Icadership oí the Umvcrsity oí Havana. a 
bcchive oí political agitar ion and the pivoul base oí national pohti- 
cal powcr sincc the 1930a, finally led him into the retonnist, natioo- 
alistic Ortodoxo party Havmg become a succcssful lawycr and 
dramatic orator. he already enjoyed the reputation oí a hueso duro 
itough bonc) at the time whcn the party’s chansmatic. theatrical, and 
honest leader, Dr. Eddy Chibas, publicly committed suicide in 
August 1951. Castro immediately took steps to slip into Chibas’ emp- 
ty boots. "|With| the death oí Chibas,” he said, "the party was leí t 
without a leader. . . . Already I was working with the íervent passion

A Sense oí Mission

From carly youth to university, Fidel Castro's schooling took place 
in exclusive segregated instltutions, including lesuit boarding schools 
to which only the sons oí the whitc and rich had acccss.’ As Hugh
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Thomas notes, "The Jcsuit cducation made a strong impression on 
Castro One school contemporary commented. 'The Jesuits werc 
trainmg him to be the whitc hopc oí the right.' "• Castro’s deep 
nostalgia íor the long, rigorous ycars oí lesuit tutclagc would suríacc 
years later in interviews.’

A sense oí mission and personal predestmation evolved with the 
selí-control and austerity inculcated into Castro by his Spanisb lesuit 
memora. The messianic twist in Castro’s charactcr has bcen de- 
scribcd as ”onc of the most striking fcatures oí his peraonality, along 
with his belief that political Icadership is his vocation."10 Castro him- 
selí, looking back on his political carecr, once candidly explained, 
• "Taking into account the circumstances oí not havmg bcen boro into 
a íamily oí politicians, ñor having grown up in a politicized milieu, 
I was nonetheless capable oí a great revolutionary leaming and ablc 
to play a revolutionary role in a rclatively short time. Such would 
have bcen impossible oí an individual wbo lackcd a special callmg ""

Long befóte coming to powcr, therefore, Castro was convinccd that 
he was bom with a mission and actcd accordingly.12 Reliable accounts 
by intímate íriends, long-time political associatcs, biographen, and 
political analysts all stress to various degrees Castro’s overwhclming 
will to powcr and ncar-obsessive messianic selí image “ Thomas ob­
serves, "He revelled in action and in crowds and sometimes seemed 
to regard politics, cvcn violencc, as bunting carried on by other 
means .
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Oriente "I was boro to a íamily oí affluent landowners, considerad 
to be rich in that arca and treated as such,” he stated in a prívate in­
terview "I lived surrounded by the sort oí privileges that are thoac 
oí the son oí a landowncr, given attention by everyone, pampered and 
treated difieren! ly by everyone In a sense, I grew accustomed to 
living in a manner that was diííerent írom that oí my boyhood play- 
mates."1 His boyhood heroes were great soldiers: Napoleón, Alex- 
ander, Caesar, HanmbaP and, like most Cuban youths oí that era, 
Tunan.3 In a more direct way, "Africa" was peripherally present in 
the daily sight oí black íieldhands, household servante, and 
macheteros |sugar cañe cutters), laboring on the Manacas estáte 
owncd by the Castro íamily.

Manacas was located in the municipality oí Biran, in the Mayan 
región. Virtually an all-white Híspante enclave in a chiefly black 
provincc, Mayan' was an anomaly The Castro estáte employcd 
severa! hundred laboren, mostly impoverished black Haitian 
macheteros In the I95(h these workers were producing 18,000 tona 
oí sugar cañe per year íor the nearby sugar milis.* Conditions had not 
changcd much tor these macheteros since the slave period, which had 
ended only íour decades carlicr. The semi-íeudal, patcmalistic char­
actcr oí master/laborcr and whitc/black relations at Manacas pro- 
íoundly inílucnced Fidel Castro’s later views on political and racial 
relations *

His íather, Angel Castro, had come to Cuba as a soldier with the 
Spamsh expcditionary íorccs to combar the revolutionary toambi 
anny oí cx-slaves, led by such legendary black generáis as Antonio 
Macéo, Quintín Banderas, Guillermo Moneada, and José Macéo. 
Despite his bitterness at Spain’s deíeat, Angel Castro retumed to 
Cuba. Like thousands oí other Spaniards, he was enticcd by the blan­
queamiento iwhitenmgl policy oí Cuba’s new rulen, which oííered 
land and facilities to any íoreigner who was white. Angel Castro was 
rcputedly an invetérate hater oí the Blacks and a stem, if not brutal, 
disciplinarían. "Whcn he first started as a planter in Mayari," recalled 
a (ricnd of the Castro íamily, "his íavoritc pastime was shooting at 
Negro» as if thcy werc so many rabbits. He terrorized the whole 
arca."*
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cootaincd thc hcaviest concentration oí Cubi l Negro and mulatto 
populition Henee, many Moneada soldiers evidcntly uw the 
¡ideliiti attack ii an cnterpriie oí the white»,' which strengthened 
their resolve lo iight and lo carry out savage reputa!» agamM their 
white assaiiants" iibid , 32-831 '•

Feclmgs oí loyalty to a "non-white" dictator on the pan oí bis 
black oíficcrs and soldiers caused what proved to be i nuior tetback 
for Castro The íite oí those Blacks who had joincd the attack against 
Moneada graphically illustrates thc tict that, even prior to Cauro» 
acceuion, Blaiks were cxpected to be grateful íor any advantage* 
handed down by a patemalistic gosernment The penairv íor ingrati 
tude, as during the day* oí slavery, wat tevere punishment

The finí step was an armed assault on the armv barracks oí Mon­
eada and Bavamo m Oriente provincc on luly 26, 1953, during the 
yearly Afro-Cuban caraira! The date had bcen purpotcly choscn to 
coincide with that fcttivity "The Moneada conspiraran originally 
numbered 165 men Composcd mainly oí young Ortodoxo mili­
tante the group wat prcdominantly white, n was made up mainly oí 
whitc collar cmplovccs workers, and vendors, most oí whom had but 
a hmited cducatioo. In addition, the Moncadistas were bound to 
Fidel by personal rather than organizational ties Indeed, even though 
the attack was to be made m the ñame oí the Ortodoxo Party, Mon­
eada was purely Fidel*» persona) ventura. "p The attempt failed, bul 
the incident transtormed Castro into a national hero

The danng naturc oí the attack reflectcd Castro’s proíoundly ditist 
conccption oí polines. Edward González suggcsts that not only 
desperare política) ambition and reckless machista courage but abo 
a racist undercttimation oí his opposition were the basis íor Castra s 
bravado, and his íailurc, at Moneada. "The expectation that a tmall, 
select band oí ravolutionarics could storm and scize a onc-thousand* 
man ganium with a mínimum oí strugglc," González ohscrved, "alio 
tuggetti a contcmptuous view toward Batista'* army that was 
rcmmitcent oí the attitude held by the 1930 generation toward the 
lowly-boro mulatto dictator Indeed, likc his prcdecessors beíore him, 
Fidel may well have undcrcstimated the extern to which many in the 
regular army continucd to identify with Batista on the batís oí social 
and racial contidcration» Approximately one-thnd oí the oííicers in 
the Cuban army at thc time were probably oí Afro-Cuban descent, 
whilc the noncommissioncd and enlisted ranks prcsumably com- 
priwd a Mili larger per cent age This propon ion may have bcen even 
greater ai Moneada, smee the garrison was locatcd in Oriente, which

About twclve oí thc insurgents, or Moncadistas, were Blacks ” 
Thcy were humble, reírles* men from working cías» backgrounds. 
among t hem luán Almeida Bosque, Armando Mestre, thrcc brothers 
-Angel Amcijeiras, Gustavo Ameijeiras, luán Manuel Ameiiciras- 
and Agustín Díaz Cartaya.” To these men, Castro was not only El 
Jefe, but alto a sort oí savior. Díaz Cartaya recalled, "We saw Fidel 
as Cuba's Rcdeemer, thc heir oí Martí, as a politician whosc victory 
would chango thc fortunes oí us Blacks ",l

Nonc of the black Moncadistas was pcrsonally cióse to Castro be- 
íorc the assault, ñor did any of tbem have any special rclationship 
with him other than that which was necessary for carrying out thc 
attack.” This, howcvcr, was acceptcd as normal, as they had already 
come to look up to him as their uncontested Jefe and mtellcctual 
superior. In this sense, the black Moncadistas were íollowing a well- 
established pattem of post-1912 Cuban cthno-politics

Involvcmcnt by Blacks in anti-government political agitation had 
bcen traditionally viewed as "doublc treason" by those in powcr 
Black Moncadistas capturcd in the abortive assault were therefore 
marked oíí íor sclcctivc treatment. As Hugh Tbomas relates, 

Batista's soldien openly said that it was a disgrace to follow a white 
such as Castro against a mestizo such as Batista"14 and at best re­
gar ded thc black Moncadistas as negros desea modos (misguidcd 
Negroesl and gente engañada |misled pcoplel, but never as men in- 
tellcctually rcsponsible for their action M In fact, some of the black 
Moncadistas owed their lives to being regarded in that light,” as 
Batista’s soldiery considerad the attack on Mancada a "plot by Cuban 
whites."16

Most of thc black Moncadistas survived thc assault to be viliíied 
and at times scvercly torturad íor havmg ‘ betraycd" Batista Sescral
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oí a rcvolutionary. For thc First time, I conceivcd a itrategy for che 
rcvolutionary seizure of power."’* Castro** strategy for achieving 
power by electoral means was tcmporanly thwarted by an event that 
was to halt the democratic process in Cuba indcíinitcly.

On March 10, 1952, just thrcc months ahead of the scbeduled 
national clcctions, Fulgencio Batista y Zaldívar pulled olí bis second 
military coup At thc time, Ortodoxo lawycr Fidel Castro Rúz had 
bcen ícvcrishly campaigning íor a seat in Congress. As he later sttted, 

When thc coup d ctat took place, evcrything changed radically. 
My idea tben bccamc, not to organizo a movement, but to try to umte 
all the different forces against Batista. .. At that time, yes, I was 
thinkmg oí organizing it and directing it mysclf" jibid ).
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<4 |Castro's| black or mulatto íollowcn had been tauntcd by tbcir 
black soldar capeón ai thc time oí Moneada íur íollowing a whitc 
leader agarnst Batata, thc íncnd oí thc Negror* Somc soldiers had 
show n gcnuinc surpr itc that therc were anv black re*olutioaanea’ 
A Negro bnck-layer. Armando Mestre, malucatcd by the pobee M 
Moneada, was told. Yon a rcvolutionary. you? You don’t know chai 
Negroo can i be rcvulutxmancv Negrota are eithcr t hieres a par 
usan» oí Batista, not revolutronarles.'
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wrizmg powcr Castro made him chret oí tbc sccurity guarda oí tbc 
presidcntial palacc He died m 1972

A Jone voice emerged írom withm the Party lo challenge that po- 
Mtion At thc age oí twenty-íivc. Waltcrio Carbonell waa in 1953 one 
oí thc best-iníormed black intellcctuals rccnutcd by thc Party unce 
the 1930a”A historian and a aharp theocetician be waa a rising star 
m the vmiih wing oí the Partv which Raúl Castro had airead* Mincd

Castro’s survival immcdiatcly aíter thc Moneada assault and hil 
position thercaítcr as a livmg nal tonal hero wcre both duc to thc 
vagaries oí thc uníathomablc racial question in Cuba. Al the time oí 
the assault Castro's father-m-law, Rafael Díaz Balan, Sr., waa 
Batista * minister oí transpon, and his brother-inlaw, Raíaelito Díaz 
Balan. Ir, wat Batista s deputy chic! of thc interior (ibid, 835, 8431 
Notwithttanding. thc dictator issucd stem orden that the rebel law- 
yer was to be killed on sight.“ A wide manhunt waa launcbed, 
iorcing Castro and severa! whitc colleagucs to fice the arca of hattlc 
mto thc ncarby mountains

Lt Col Pedro Sania, a vcrydark Afro-Cuban inhismid-íifties, ap- 
parcntly had good rcason to thank Batista. He wat the grandaon of 
Claudio Sarria, an ex-slave who had bccotnc a legendary figure in the 
wat tur mdependence A carees ofíiccr, Pedro Sarria had romed thc 
military aíter Batista'» 1933 coup opened to Blacks the then-racially- 
wgregated army ofíiccr curps His caree: took a tura for thc better 
when thc party of soldicrs he led in scarch of thc Moneada escapees 
Mumbled on threc whitc rebcls aslccp in an abandoned peasant hut 
in thc La Gran Piedra mountains. "When Licutcnant Sarria and hil 
men carne opon thc slecping Castro and his two fol lowers, their shout 
was, Thcy are whitc!’ ( Son Blancos*), as if prooí that thcy were 
rcvolutionaries, not guauros or workers,” related Hugh Thomas.” 
Sarna mstantly rccogmzcd thc ringlcader of thc Moncadistas and as- 
«ured him that his life was safe * "He refused to kill Castro or let 
him he killed by any of his men, but brought him alive, and Castro 
hvet To kcep Castro alive aíter his capture, Licutcnant Colonel 
Sarna swiítly iníormed thc provincial capital'» presa and the Cathohc 
bishop of Santiago de Cuba. Monsignor Pérez Serantes, that he held 
Castro and was brmgmg him in Sania s gesture may have been moti- 
vated by a number of factors. It seems to indícate that a two-íold 
process wat at work an erosión of Batista’s "fricnd oí the Blacks" 
image and thc strengthening of Castro's messianic appeal. (Sarria was 
cvcntuallv dismissed írom thc armed torces for his "betrayal." Aíter

Castro » life was soon spared once again by the acuco oí anoeber 
disohedicnt black army offices. "While Castro was in prison follow- 
mghiscapture thc pnwn c<xnnund waiordered toponeo ¡bflo| 
Jesús Yancs Pcllctier, thc military supervisor of Donister Prison, re­
fused to poison Castro and wamed (him) oí tbc plot. Vanes was 
reheved írom duty at the prison and was torced out of tbc anny a few 
wccks latcr."M Riskmg his life by defying orden isiued by Batista 
himself, Captam Yancs not only smuggled cdíblc food into Castro's 
icll but also alcrtcd thc news media about thc assaninatiun plot The 
resulting uproar in thc presa torced Batista to cali a halt to any at- 
tempts to liquídate Fidel Castro Yanes then fled into ezile, late: to 
iom thc opposition agamst Batista. |After Castro's victory, Yancs be- 
carne thc Caudillo’» aide de camp and chief oí bis bodyguards lo 
1961, howevcr, Castro ordered his arrest and imprisonment without 
tnal for reasons that were never made public. In the early 1980», 
Yancs was reponed to be Mili in prison without tnal.|M

The ’disloyalty" oí Blacks in favor of Castro throughout thc Mon­
eada afíair aííected cven thc Cuban Communist party (Partido 
Sík lalista Popular). Initially suspccting thc Party of having uwtigatcd 
the Moneada assault, Batista ordered it» top leadership, oíd acquain- 
tanccs of his, to be arrestad M While proclaming its innoccnce, the 
Party roundly dcnounccd both the Moncadistas and Batista lis 
ncwspapcr, Hoy, stated: **We repudíate the putschist metbods. 
pee uhar to bourgeois political factions, of the actioo in Santiago de 
Cuba and Bayamo, which was an adventuristic attempt to takc both 
mihtary headquancB. Tbc heroism displaycd by the participants in 
this action is falsc and sterile, as it is guided by mistakcn bourgeois 
conccptions. The entire country knows who organizad, inspirad 
and directcd thc actions agamst thc banacks and knows that the 
Communists had nothmg to do with it. The lina of thc (Communist 
party) and of the masa movement has been to combat thc Batista 
tyranny and to unmask thc putschists and adventuristic activities of 
thc bourgeois opposition as being against the interest oí thc pcople ’*M
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The whitc middlc-clw radicáis who. undcr Castro'* leadcrthip and 
initutivc conccived thc first scriou* insurrect tonal UMull against 
Batista s dutatorship had vigucly rcierred to Cuba*» nccd íor "new 
aicn and ncw procedum,’’ wcliare and cconomic pvospenty,' and 

total and dchnitc socul iuM« However, as much as a pervasive 
racistn made thc racial question one of tbe most crucial m any pro 
tound <n crhauling oí Cuban soctety, Castro and his intímate associ- 
ates werc sitan on that pomt There wat no ment ion oí it in Castro*» 
Icngthy Statement, History Will Absolve Me,"*4 ñor m hit explana* 
non» to tbe court on thc social rcason» bebmd his revolt against thc

A Paternalistic Supcriority Complex

Hascd on two dríades of cióse política! associatioo and personal 
tnendship with Fidel Castro, Carlos Fr anquí, former propaganda chseí 
<>í thc Movimiento 26 de Julio, recalled Castro** racial myopia **In 
-sil consciencc, hascd on thc knowledgc I have oí Fidel on a personal 
basis. I musí say that Fidel Castro is oot a discriminator in a segrega- 
non ist tense He is not tbe type of person who would discrimínate 
ajtainst a black man iusi because bis skin is black By tbe same token. 
I do not belicvc Fidel to be a muchista id thc tense that he would dis­
crimínate against a woman because she ts female. or against a 
c hínese because be is Chínese. That is not where Fidel s problem 
lies Fidel's limitar ion—great 1 imitar ion* — is in bis incapacity to un 
de i stand what it has meant and continúes to mean to be black in 
Cuba He is cqually incapablc oí understanding what it means to be 
a worker, to be a peasant, or to be a woman? And ibis has to do wsth 
.i profound problem of bourgeois and petit-bourgeois revolutionarics 
who entertam a dccply paternalistic Outlook on revolution. It is thc 
problem oí those who, having neither emerged from ñor lived among
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m thc lummer oí that year A specialist on Cuban slavcry and Afro* 
Cubrí» religión*, Carboncll appcar* to have been responsíblc íor thc 
Party'* rcnewcd intercst in thc racial question in thc carly 1950». At 
thc time of thc Moneada asiault however, he wa» alrcady in troublc 
with thc Paro leadership íor pursuing with ' eiccssivc vigor** ÍMues 
rditcd to racial manen and íor expounding views held to be eth- 
ooccatnc " He had already broken Partv discipline in lommg an 
lutuoomou* offahoot of thc Frente Contra la Discriminación Racial 
iFront Ag-nnst Racial Discrimina!ion) at thc Uní versrty of Havana and 
outude oí Party control ’•

Carboncll had met Fidel Castro at the Universíty of Havana in tbe 
carlv 1950s He was convinced that Castro was no mere putschisc, 
but a dynamic and radical nationalist capable of assembling a good 
pomos of Cuba » youth bchmd him, a man sympathetic to the aspi­
rarion» <>t Cuban BLacks ** He was meensed at thc Party’s opportunto- 
tic condemnation of the Moneada action, which he saw as tbe most 
rcvolutionary decd undertaken in Cuba since the revolución oí 1933 
ibid I To undcrscorc hit revolt. Carboncll again brokc Party dis­

cipline and wnt a congratulatory telegram to Castro, who was impn- 
umed jt thc time tor thc assault on the Moneada and Bayamo 
barrad» “ The Party swiítly expellcd thc "filthy provocateur/' 

peni bourgeois adventurcr," and "undercover agent" with thc cus- 
toman- vilificatmn markmg such evenís 43

Lcst thc unilateral action of an undisciplmed’ member be mis- 
takcn tor Party policy, thc Commumsts issucd a statement reírme­
las ’hat ' thc party rciects rhis kind oí adventurist action |l e., tbe 
Moneada awaultl which serves onlv to immolate doren* of young 
pcoplc Alludmg to Carboncll, it denounccd "those who are at- 
tempting to mvolve the newspaper Hoy |thc Party paper| with a filthy 
provocatron entangling it in thc adventure of Castro and his 
group" (ibid ) “
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Batista regime.*' Such blmdncss to the most glaríng sore spot in 
Cuban socícty was hardly appropnatc for the radical natsonalist and 
wcll míormed social reformer that Castro was at thc tune As 
1 bomas pomtcd out. Castro "had never had anythmg yet to say on 
thc problem oí the Negro in Cuba. . There was as ever lacking any 
mention oí racial mtolcrance. indeed, it would have been possible to 
have read History Will Absolve Me’ witbout ever knowmg there 
werc Negror* at all in Cuba. Castro never mentioncd the matter 
in any of his sperche* or programmes before the revolution To read 
History Will Absolve Me* would suggest that Castro was addressmg

a racially homogeneous natiOD."**
Castro was undoubtcdly an ardent anti-imperialist of advanccd 

social ideas, consumed as much by a desire to challenge the impcri- 
alist stranglehold over Cuba as by a messianic will to power If any- 
thmg. the Moneada fiasco had strengtbeoed his conviction that 
history had chosen him for tbe accomplishment of a great dcsign He 
was certainly opposcd to racial segregation and discriminatíon on 
vtbical grounds, as would be expected oí a white liberal nationaltst 
reformer operating in such a beavily Ahtcanized envuonment as 
Cuba Equaliy clear is the fact that at no time had he attempted to un- 
derstand thc racial question in its histórica!, política!, or psycho- 
cultural dimensions



As a finí-general ion Híspame Cuban who gre w up m an exclusively 
whitc, Catbohc and Híspame social and pnchocultural cnviroo-

Castro’s Eorly Altitudes on Roce W

ment, Fidel Castro had never coate to temí with, ñor beca in 
tluenccd by Cuba’s profanad Africanity. At the time oí Moneada and 
thereaítcr, Castro’s attitude towards the racial question, it can be 
safely said, rcmained within the traditional íramework oí the a» 
similationist Latín vanant oí race relations and iti beavy emphasis 
on ’protective” benevolent paternahsm Ñor could it be said that 
Castro cxpencnced any more oí a personal attachment to Cuba's 
popular culture aíter 1953 than he might have had before then Both 
before and aíter Moneada, Castro*» psycho cultural world was exclu- 
sively steeped in the traditions and assumptions oí the Catholic* 
Híspame umverse There i» no evidence to suggest that either before 
or aíter 1953 he cultivated an attachment to, or understanding oí, the 
Afro-Cuban culture

Since the sccond halí oí the ninetecnth century, as somc analyst» 
have shown, the chieí spokesmen oí ¡mddle-class nattonalism in 
Cuba have been íir»t-gencrationM whitc Cuban» Oí all Cuban 
whitc», íirst-gencration Híspante Cubans would seem to be the most 
attached to Euro Mcditcnanean traditions, and the ieast iníluenccd 
by the homc-grown cultures oí Cuba. One may reasonably eipect 
such política! spokesmen, regardlcss oí theu radicalism. to be the 
Ieast likcly to challenge, let alone rejcct, Cuba’s offidal Euro- 
Híspame power «truc ture and proíile
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the people, come into positions oí Icadcrship and nonetbeless beheve 
themselves capablc oí really identiíying with the ordinary man"* 

Unid 1953. Castro had never cxpencnced any sort oí concrete reía- 
tionship oí intellcciual, social, or racial equality with black Cubaos 
either collcctively or as individuáis. Aíter 1953, with his growing 
íame as the potential redeemer oí Cuba’s oppressed workers, 
peasants. and Black*, people whosc umverse he had never even at- 
tempted to tathom. such an evcntuality naturally became all the less 
likcly His approach to thosc sector» was thercíore devoid oí any con­
crete sense oí equality, particularly as it concemed Black Cuba.

"To understand Fidel Castro’s attitude to the racial question," 
Carlos Franqui said, we musí grasp somethiag very important about 
hit pcrsonality and outlook in general Fidel has never dealt with ony- 
hody as an equal He had always had subordinares. The peasants, 
workers, servan», women, and Black», who worked on his family's 
estáte wcrc not hit equals Fidel has always had subordínate» whether 
growing up as a child in his finca |estatc|; as a youth in the lesuit 
schools; as an adult at the university; and as a political and militan 
leader in the Siena Maestra. Fidel Castro has never entertamed reía- 
tions oí equality with the basic oppressed sectors of the society in 
which he grew up: Blacks, women, workers and peasants... 
|ibid.|.

On the racial issue, Castro’s position was easy to understand, 
Franqui believcd "He is not a discriminator on the basis OÍ tkin 
color He simply does not grasp what being Black has meant to black 
people Morcover, Fidel has never bren in a position oí concrete 
equality with Blacks, he has never dealt with any black person as an 
equal*1 (ibid.). Castro*» attitude, Franqui asserted, was "a strictly 
patcraalistic onc He docs not understand the intemal world oí Blacks 
any mote than he docs that oí women, peasants or workers. His per- 
ccption oí relations bctween Blacks and whites is proíoundly pater- 
nalistic. Add to this his thoroughly Spanish outlook on all things, his 
Spanish oricntation in matters oí culture, and yon will have a picture 
oí Fidel Castro’s peculiar approach to the racial question. All oí this 
is embedded in his two major speechcs on the racial issue in Match 
1959; the íirst announcing the end o! disenminatory practices in 
tecteational, educational, public and labor cerner», and the sccond 
back pcdaling on the wider issues oí the racial problem, which is onc 
oí the most essential issues in Cuban history" |ibid |.
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M í>r a» Fidel Castro could scc. be wa» thc autbor oí a Revolution 
which had ‘ establishcd social cquality and gjven thc Blacks thc right 
to cducation, thc ngbt lo work. thc right to go to thc bcach. and thc 
i ight to grow up in a frec country w ithout being hatcd and discrimi- 
natcd against *M

Craving justice and recognition, Black Cuba, notes Rene Dcpcstrc, 
had endorsed thc “racial reform.” Past demagogues had used thc 
racial problctn for lowly electoral ends. Now, howcvcr. a prestigióos 
leader had arrived and clcarly stated that thc Revolution was to be for 
all Cubana or it would not be at all. ”ln the convcrsation of Ncgrocs 
and Mulattocs there was no talk of orgics with whitc women. noisy 
partics, thc invasión of prívate clubs ñor superhuman erotic compe* 
tition. Dcpcstrc remembered Wc spokc of labor, dignity, matice

Wc spoke about thc end oí a nightmarc and oí thc possibility oí 
fully cxercising our right to historie initiative. . Throughout thc 
island those wcrc thc grcat hopes that stirrcd humblc Negro bornes 
m those day*."’

As thc pacescttcr oí thc Revolution. ir was thc Caudillo's preroga- 
nve to determine thc role Black Cuba was to play in it “Bccausc a 
large bulk of the Cuban populación is Black,” claimcd biographer 
Carlos Franqui,' 'the ncw govcmmcnt was compcllcd to confront the 
problem oí racial discriminar ion soon after assumtng power When 
.1 senes oí measures was taken. quickly abolishing social and racial 
discriminar ion, thc peoplc cmbraced tbc Revolution as thctr own 
|Rut] all decisión* wcre taken by, and imposed from thc top. thc 
peoplc had no say whatsoevcr in what, where, when. or how any 
measure affecting thcm should be applied. Such was thc case with thc 
agranan and labor questions. It was also thc case with the leadcrship’s 
banning of racial discriminar ion in labor, social Services, education 
and recreation. Those primarily concerned had no voicc in it.**1

4 BLACK CUBA 
RESPONDS TO CASTRO
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Castro» Racial Tokenitm

The nt« relime » tx-o atolittomst integra! Kmism vas bortte *9* 
peal to tbc Moray d Oteas.* thc mrtgmihBte de ucterort» ai Ato­
jan tlarot OI all (uta* tbc Uncí wcrc thc most rciaicd team 
Tora h an unmoM coaíhct tetvttaa tetp cranag íor arapMl 
h jaddmototioniMo the Amiinani group, ate a rciunmgawaro 
km oí m dittmct ctbmc sel» intereso, Black Cate wat rotead by 
I Castro » mtcgratwoist promrses Integratioo thus bcume a ougk 
vord As obrorvtd by in jnalyst oí U S ethmc reíannos, thc social 
iiwKiouincM o» Blac ks m thc America* "possesses moer quahtrc* 
|d Jdlacni decrecí d mimuIíud and intcgrationism ’ ' Castro'* ap 
r»"*h ted simply bren to fute bo<h tbese Jipa ti mto thc cuoccpt 
cí sanana! interinan* inJ therefore declare all manen doted 

¡ By cidudrng tbc arcas oí potoca! power and cultural domiamet 
me bit ikctcbv cwcmrv oí tbc racial quemón whilc cokcmhi* 
ia< cicluMvtb un m segregauooM aspat, (astro could haoady pro 
I biBtck on thc bac k Cute** ocw «hite rute wat ámemete (bu be 
had peen Bísete thc ir trccdom Tbc bccakdown ni tatial segrega 
twowithia tucb i narro» comat, bowcvcrleft otey «roe w jy opei 
to Cuban Black* uacntrcal adopción oí thc cultural Outlook ate 
¡ifcihlt oí thc phtxally dmnuMat Híspame roolutnaary <btt The 
Afro Cuban Communitt p«ct NkoUs Gudléa Landrün could thus 
¿Iimi <ncr thc mmt trivial rcsults oí desegregattoo "You don t know 
bov plcased I wat to ice. m tbc first day* oí thc Rcvolutum, a Negro 
hm piar mx p»J m onc ol thc oíd amtoaatK chite m Cute,” te sari 

«betbef it wat m thc Bihmorc Yacht Chibar wbat
Thr tait ts that I anvute bed the Irttle ieltow and askcd tam d be bted 
.hattprtf Theboy kxjfccdat me, bu lace be apvttb Móntetele* 
;!*J iv! ke it* I have betumean EMcahowcf!’"*

Gmduumg a sene» oí interviews durmg thc carliest stage oí 
Castro» rule a luropean tournahst morded charactenttfc bbck 
Cuban icsyonsc* to thc ncw order He *pokc to a twentytwoyur 
oíd •••man in embutíante Casero supptnter who had Kuned tbc
A* fll»

W< r< ptoud to sene under Fidel He'*a real leader, a gemus, a ten. 
i liac twbk hcartcd man Abe wa» garing at me drcamdy I 
W*d fchatwr wthmkiagateut' Yuro ptotam'Thr nunmry'" 
Vxhinc Uw replwd teupely The ncii nxxncrK «he taid. quite ua 

ctpcvteh. Y««u M» * real •hite Cuban girls likc me, with mued 
bl>Mid drum ot goiogiiui wiih a whilc man likc you. The Rcvoluütm 
ha» done away wiih iota praudice but to marry a whitc man, onc
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hundí cd pcrccni whitc, that wuuld be grcai That’* a wondcríui thing 
thcRevoluuoaaMiiddo It ougbt tosupaptte procos oí makmg Cute 
•hile k wwMn 't te éftnte You'datey tero roiMtwhMe roo ate 
•«raen «> tome and tcnlc tere Tteit s moro Im pteiey oí peopk te 
ihai w ay rhc cokwcdt would mmm bccomc abwwhcd and there d be no 
more Nepoet . no mote pccvudices. m> owwe anyihtng Isa t rhar a cr»d 
idea' M you sa Fidel you thoold supest n lo him ”

Another intcrvicwcc, a Rebel Army oíficcr s bodyguard, ciprestcd 
similar leclinp thoufth ID difieren! woedt

A prinpcrous lookmg villa m Marianan tbc good rcsrdcntul quarter oí 
Ha vana To oro udc a roe kn» chau Seated m rt, a tall lanky
Negro with his tommy gun acroro tes hacas .. "Tbcre h aCom» 
¿ante who teca m rt Ma< IBro tero míate ^tteac,tecwro* 
dow on thc leít That's my room 1 slcep ia it Yes, *ir, id ibis honro 
builf bv white mcn.hw whitc men AndI maNegro What tmore, thcv 
leed me, do my washing and give me süity pesos a mooth Negroet 
dont íccl libe Negroet anymorc Thcy ha ve bccomc wbile 
men Betore Fidel, I wat jvhoethinc hoy ai thc Miami Theo 
Fidel carne along He tatd Negroet and whitc íolks are all the time, 
all oí us luti men . ' When Fidel taid Negroet and whitc tolk are 
all thcsame, alloíutnxsi men,'Iteterodtero tvcryNegroteterod 
hnn Wc ve got rcawn to belicvc Fidel" |ited 42, Al Hl

SiKi.il improvement, howevcr shght, wat seen as synonymous with 
thc adoption oí the dominant Híspame Itfcstylc ate, in íact, bccom* 
mg whitc.

You know," thc scntty went on, "Fidel ihought atem thc women too 
He vaid to the Negro women Tlut't all tmishcd your oíd hte You rc 
gmng to livc lite thc whitc women.' I'vc gol a ínter, Bita Before Fidel, 
there wcrccniytwo t hmg* thc could do. tecoow anuid toe whitc tolk 
oí bccomc a whorc. Now that's all fimsbed Thcy gave my stoter 
a wb swccpmg up in an oíhce Shc't quite happv now' |(bte, 65-66>

I kep seated sclí-hatrcd, thc dettre to escape thc black penuna 
and dissol ve mto whitcncss, coste now bccomc ’rcvolutionarv 
qualitie*

He warchcd through hit poctet and puUcd out a cateboard tolda 
Look at ibis ll'tmy cuuntry cltemcmbatb^iard Negror* 

m tbc United States thcy can't go to a coumn ctab That * mmii 
hn thc whitc Thcy louldn'i berc cithcr, betoee Fidel Thcv d grt 
thrownout It wat reterved for thc whitat oí thc whites It'shard 
(o say to myselí Pablito, all that's íimshcd You'ic not a atggct any 
m<.rt Ever unce Fidelsaid. Negror*ate wbite tolkare allthesame,

SiKi.il
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al) juu mea,' I look mysclí mthe mirrurevoy mummg Pablno, I $ay, 
Pablnu, mi'k not a nuget in\nu<c You'sv besóme a whitc man 

Fidel said tu and Ftdrl’s alwav oght " ,ibsd , 66-671

ln thc thick of (he Castroitc racial reforra, (be Movimiento’t 
mouthpiccc, Revolución, rcgularly tan a secmingly mnocuous hall- 
page advertiscmcnt that perhap» best symbolizcd thc ncw spirii. **h 
has íinally amved'" Made in Cuba Protein based Allyns Hair 
stfaightening Crean Now, after repeated uicnt ific mearch, Allyn» 
and Co has put on (he market a totally improvcd HAIR M RA1GHT 
EN1NG CREAM WITH PROTTINS SI 50 per lar.”1 Neoracism wat 
rcarmg iu head under (he cloak, and with thc canchón, oí thc 
Revolution

The Black Middle Cías» Waata Power
Revolunotis have thc ettect oí arousmg tbe comciouMaa oí slum 

berma opprtMcd groups and mcituig thcm to ciprés» thc fltwm 
that umte thcm To a greater or Icwcr extern. tbuse social clawo 
establnh and define thcu obtectivc» withm limits set by thc regunc 
and suppon it a» fong as they are not exdudcd '• Tiñe wat one teaa 
oí Mti>Cub¡ that tempered its thanks to Cauro with demands tai 
longdcrued política! enír anchi teme nt IkvprpixMi, k« this group 
wat simply not good cnuugb Acccm to powcr. not beacbct. was tbc 
goal oí thc blac k tniddk clasa

T he pass mg d tbe oíd poli t Kai order could hardh dismas i sub 
claat reduced lo a subordínate diéntele status As ooe analyst tura
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was hcf hushand He workcd from seven in thc moming til! six m nmhi 
m Sears Roebuck, une of thc big American stores Castro lutwulud 
A» lar as I could makc oui hocn Mr» Gómez» dctaiptiom. íulopo 
musí hase been a porta. Shc taid vagucly, He bclps, you know He 
cantes up pareéis trom thc basemeat They send fot him when tbty 
has c to tnove íumiturc. h’s a good iob; 110 pesos a month Fidel 
i» nn god, my soul. thc lighi <d mv híc And that s thc trutb Whenwc 
hcard thc ncw» ahout our ncw housc, I said to Eulogio You know, 
Eulogio, that l’vc alway» been a good wrfe to you, ind never dcecised 
vou l've always remained íaithíul Bul if Fidel askcd me to go lo bed 
with him, I must admit it to you, I wouldn't hesitare Dont be angry. 
that » thc wayit is ’ Fidel. Fidel' ¡Que hombre' ¡Que hombre' 
Nhat a man'| Bul fot Fidel we wouldstillbc hvmg hkc pigs, without

hupc

ln Sex and Racnm, (he black American scholar Calvin Hcmton as- 
Kosed thc phenomenon of overcompcnsation in tenns that hoth echo 
and complete Fanon’s analysis. * ’Becausc (he Negro is hated so 
dccply on thc baste oí his blackncss.’ he pomtcd out, ’any black 
[personj who rcccives kind treatment (rom a whitc person te mdeed 
¿ratcful After thc depraved selí ctmcept that ccntuncs oí raetsm 
ha* wrought w ithm thc Negro, a simple act oí human kindncw from 
a whitc [person| clicits thc most extrañe fcclmgs oí gratitudc from 
thc Negro ",l ln a real sense, it can be said that Black Cuba » con- 
pensatory response to Castro's "racial reíorm" vas thc passionatc 
üttering ut an uncntical Mibordmation and unswcniag política) 
¡oyalty to thc revolutionary whitc regime. Castro undcncood it as 
such11 and, givcn his background, there is no rcason to believe he ex­
pee ted otherwise

The "Gracias Fidel” Syndrome

Fidel Castro íound íertile ground fot thc expansión oí hit muirte 
sclf-imagc in (he chmatc of ovcrall opptcssion that prcvailcd in Black 
Cuhaupoohtsscinngpowet Gracias Fidel" was (he univcrsalcty 
oí thank» with whach dnpowcwcd Cuban» gire ted cae h cr an ted-from- 
thc top reíorm, thesc dcprived workcn and peasants, (he unen 
plovcd, te11 alI thc mote compellcd to unresnaincd loyalty to thc man 
who had "frecd" thcm

ln a scarmg analysis, thc black psychofogtet and revolutionary 
thcorist from Martmiquc Frant: Fanón, deunbed thc pathctic 
phenomenon of racial ovcrcompcnsation The opprcsscd, racially 
bumiliatcd and culturaUy alicnatcd. he ciplamcd, hunger íor cvcn 
mminul matice Black» wcrc theretote liahk t<> overreact to whatever 
personal, social, or political gestare no matter how tníling—was ac- 
complishcd on their behalf h\ a member of thc d<mnnani group The 
native is so atañed for anything," wrocc Fanón, "anythrtgat all dMC 
will tura him mto a human bemg. any bonc of humanity flung to 
him that his hunger is incoercible, and thesc pouc scraps of charity 
may hete and there ovetwhclm him His consclousness te so prccar* 
mus and din that it is atíce ted bv thc slightcst spark of fricndliness/** 
Cuba s ncw whitc rcsolutioaan leader» would fullv cxploit this 
legacy oí black oppressKm

Typical of thc "Gracias Fidel'" phenomenon was a black housc- 
wiíe’s reaction to the granting oí cmployment to her husband in the 
aftermath of Castro's racial rctorm

Mrs Gome: muv hivc been het»e«n h«tv tivc and fiíty Shc was tal, 
wiih lighl cotíce colorcd skm Shc was happilv excitcd . . Eulogio
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Sincc it» armcd uprising oí 1912, thc b¡*k muidle ch»» h*l lulcd 
to nwrnf any kídmx role m Blac k Cuba » lontinuing íight íor cn- 
íranchisctneni Manv middle-clasa Black» aped tbc Híspante valúe 
•ystctn to thc point ot espousing lis mo*t aberran: inanitcttatlom, 
and «trove fot absorpcion by thc dominant group •’ After 1912, radi­
cal middlc-class Black» had aligncd thcmsclvc» with thc polines and 
idcology ní the Communist party as an ouflet toe their nationali»m 
and «ocial concern» Aítcr vears oí timidly i ampaignmg with minimal 
«ucees» lor propomonal cthmc representar ton tn thc affairo «4 pwn 
ment Black Cuba’» ríforts had bren brought to a hall when Batista 
took control ot Cuban polines in 1952 Castra s Rcvolution bore all 
the «ign» oí an cntircly new era And the Mac k middle claro on thc 
wholc endoroed ll

A Movimiento de Orientación c Intcgracion Nac tonal , Movcment 
oí National One manen and Integrar k»n' composed oí promment 
black and white ptotessional». wa» set up followmg Castro'» two 
«pcec br» on race It* as-owtd aim was to assist thc f< »olunoMp

In carly April 1959, lero (han two wecks after Castra s Declara 
non ot Negro Rights tn Cuba," a televised panel discussion took place 
witb the aim oí aaatattng thc governmciH'» rntegratioa dnve One oí 
the panehata, Dr Eudaldo Gutierres Paula, was naroonal chairman uí 
thc Assoclation ot Cuban Journalisrs and a rcspccted black política!
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marued thc oíd Cuban society allowcd no leadership lo emerge 
rrom that 40 pcrcem o! the popularme» which was black The 
mooocthiuc character oí the new revolutlonary regañe, bowrver. did 
raisc carIy fcars that the cura plexion oí potasen! poseer wouJd rcmain 
unchanced ícen in that light. luán Rene Bctancourt Bencomo*» pitee 
in Bohemia was a ver Hable position paper Middleclas» Blac k» had 
surte red thc rnost tram thc unspokcn segrega t ion oí Cuban política 
Comcqucntly, thc black middle ciáis was most keenly intercstcd ín

| the integral ion oí política! power In ooc word, dcirgregarsen oí 
beache» and dubs wa» good. but desegregation oí tbc trate was even 
better'

According to thc 1943 Cuban censos, tberc were ai least 560 black 
lawycrs, 424 doctoro, a íiíth oí thc total in thc country, were black, 
a» were l,MM> tcacher». compared to about 16,000 white (cachero 
Bla»k» uere said lo be wcll represented in thc art». dommated laun- 
dcrinx «cwing. «hocmaking, woodcutting. and tailoring, and were on 
a leve! w11h white» as barbees bakers, carpenters, coopera, and black* 
smiths '• The pobtacal. cconomic, and cultural inílucncc <rf the black 
middle cías» wa» «til! ncgligible Black» in middle cías» posMums 
•umbered approsimately tóO.OOU tn 1959, roughly onc fhird oí their 
white lountcrpart» The black middle class was virtual)/absent trara 
thc higher and middle levéis oí management. busines», commerce. 
the armed torces and from thc white preserve ot gosernment 
administraron •_______________

/ilacb Cuba Responda to Castro
govcrnmcnt in carrymg out the "racial reítmns " The «egaMnauon*» 
chairman was Dr losó Utas Encralgo, a Híspame Cuban univeroiry 
proíessor and sociologist. Elias Entralgo had studied the racial ques- 
tion since the 1940» and wa» the proponen! oí a white Cuban versión 
oí eugcnics. In a controvcrsial work. Menacadn denana cubana 
(19531, he contended that mulattoization" was thc most viable 
pohcy íor ending Cuba*» racial dilemma. Sccmg a cause and cíícct 
rclationship bctween mulattoizatioo" and national inicgratmo." 
Elias Entralgo had saluted the extensive sexual abuse oí African 
woracn under the slaveocratic colonial regime íor hcralding a new, 
heroic era. "The day . when a white slavcmaarer íirot had mter- 
cuursc with a slava Negresa in the busb or in the barracóos," he 
wrote, was thc most Juminou» íor mankind A vinfying trans- 
fusión took place that engendered a íertile and plástic symbiosi» 
From such miscegcnation were to emerge new physical attribute» and 
aseending psychic and moral virtuea "••

/<j inulatización cubana was a post-revolutionary íollow-up to bi» 
tbesas The whitcnunt and Hasf^nazation oí thc Negro, the darkenmg 
and Atncanization oí thc whites, Elias Entralgo argued, "would bnng 
about a new product . ixnbucd svath as own dafierentiatod caeence 
and which we may cali mulattohood The »cudy oí mulactoism may 
thu» be dividcd into three categones mulattoship, mulatumcss and 
mula11oization The ítrst is imbtaed ni ndenor qanfitics; tbc secood 
cncompasses intermediar/ qualities, wbilc only thc third i» supe­
rior Through a corrcct onentation in our countr/'s cducational 
and tcachmg system. wc will perbaps be able to proscribe mulatto- 
«hip, improve mulattoness and stimulatc mulattoizarion

The black co-chairman oí thc Movimiento de Orientación e In­
tegración Nacional, Dr. Salvador García Agüero, had been a top- 
r.inkmg member oí thc Cuban Communist party sincc the 1930» and 
was alvo a theorist on thc racial querrían ,o He had supponed tbc 
l’artv's expulsión oí black labor leader Sandilio Junco in thc ‘30s and 
that ot Walieno Carbonell in 1953, both oí whom the Communist» 
had tome to regard as 'black chauvininsts" and Trocskyttcs " Bocb 
Elias Entralgo and García Agüero were tbcrefore quite representar ive 
«4 thc tvpc oí pohcie» the new regime intended to íoUow *•
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The finí limitación imposed by thc Castro regime was the resfrie- 
non oí the Sociedades' functions to pañíes held on Saturdays and 
Sundays |ibid) Thcn, ominously, thc govcrnment went on to con­
físcate thc proceeds oí these íestivíties. The Sociedades were thus 
dcpnved oí their only independen! source oí meóme and "were en- 
couraged to withcr away by adminístrame acciona that dcpnved 
thetn oí their meóme and office space" (ibid , 80|. The coup de gracc 
carne when thc nal ¡anal federation oí these assocíations wat 
abohshcd along with their provincial headquarters. In a short time, 
the previously existing 526 Black Socíetics had elosed (ibid., 971. The 
handwriting was on thc waU; Bctancoun, natíonal president of thc 
Sociedades, flcd into exile.

The Assault on the Black Middle Class

By accusmg Castro's all-whitc rcgime oí discriminación, Gutiérrez 
Paula had voiccd much more than a personal opinión; he had ex- 
pressed thc apptchcnsion* ot an cntirc class When undcrsconng that 
as manv competen! revolutionary Blacks as whites could be íound to 
occupv any pos! in thc revolutionary cabinct, thc issuc oí propor- 
ttonal ethno-pohucal represen! ation had resurfaccd wcanng the 
garmentt oí "integración " The black middle class undentood in- 
legración to mean inclusión into the State on an cqual footing with 
its whitc counterpan Once awarc of thc extern of che black middle 
class's autonomous pohtical ambitions, howevcr, the revululin—y 
tcrirnc undatook to dcstroy its only avenuc for independen! políti­
ca! actiun thc sclf-hclp, all-Black Sociedades de Color (Colorcd
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opponcnt of thc ovcrthrown rcgimc He sccmed thc most appropn- 
atc pcnonalny to voice Black Cuba's opinión on the issue. Unexpcct- 
cdly he disrupted the televised discussíon from thc start. He pointed 
oui that revolutionary Blacks were conspicuously abacB! from 
Castro i cabmet, and he emphasizcd that the intcgrationiit drive 
should have begun at thc top The two other panclists, Dr. Eduardo 
Corona and Dr Carlos Olivares, were enraged. Only whites Com­
pilad the revolutionary cabmet, agreed Corona, bul "these were not 
instantes ot discrimina!ion but of selección according to Gritería oí 
revolutionary man Conscquently. he contínued, "lf the State ís 
round to have discnmmated on occasion, it was on the basis oí per­
sonal revolutionary mcrit" |ibid I Gutiérrez Paula was indignan!. He 
had to challenge a statement, he said, which implicó that only whites 
were revolucionarles andonly whites had mcrit. Thcre were inCuba 
as manv Blacks with revolutionary and administrative and pohtical 
skills, he contended, as thcre were whitc ministers in the cabmet Dr. 
Olivares, a black Commumst party theonst, countcrcd. "The Rcvo- 
lution," he said will not combat discriminación by placing a Negro 
m publk view a* has been done m thc pase, but by sincercly atrug- 
gling against it” |ibid I Unruíílcd, Dr. Gutiérrez Paula chargcd poux 
blank ' The foremost discrnninator is the State. . The integra- 
tioníit campaign must be takcn into that arca just as into all othas" 
Iibid |. On this penlous note, Social Welíarc Ministcr ElenaMedaos 
hastüy elosed the debate Soon afta, thc rcgimc unlcasbed a sanable 
campaign ot harassment at its potencial black compctitor. One by 
one, thc most respected black middle-class spokesmen would go into 
exile.

Black Cuba Respondí to Castro
Societies). This move was carcíully camouílaged as pare of che 
dcscgregation drive

Founded in 1890 by luán Gualbcrto Gómez, one of thc most in 
f hicntial nationalist black politiciam in Cuban history, the Directorio 
Central de Sociedades de Color had cscaped thc han imposed on black 
organizations by the 1910 Monia Law passed toeradicatc thc Partido 
Independiente de Color Conceived to promotc the education oí black 
former slaves, thc Sociedades de Color incrcasmgly became active 
foruins for thc social and political demanda oí AfroCubans Afta the 
black insuncction oí 1912, the radically castrated black middle class 
abandoned the rallying cry oí proportional ethnic representación. The 
Sociedades reílected that changc and thereafter ahemated tímid 
political demands with the vigorous promotion of assimilatiomst 
goals 21 By thc mid-IOSOs, howevcr, assenive represoitatives of the 
black middle class, such as sociologist Dr luán Rene Bctancoun 
Bencomo, had deíined a "Doctrina Negra" (Black Doctrine). The bí­
ter was a platíorm of specific political demands that would have 
ultimately wrested thc racial question from thc monopoly of the 
Commumst party and asserted che identity oí Black Cuba 14

A shift m the purely "cultural" orientation of thc Sociedades 
towards political action was alrcady suggestcd by their cffusivc state- 
me nts of support for Castro in the first months of the Rcvolution The 
more it appeared that the revolutionary regime intended to do away 
with party politics ahogether, thc more thc Sociedades became thc 
black middle class's last refuge for the expression of autonomous 
pohtical demands. "In the carly months oí thc Rcvolution," an 
analyst observed, "an attcmpt was made by Negro Clubs to suength- 
en their organización, but this was thwancd by thc govcrnment ”2*



so

In his 1962 survcy on diíícrcntial ethnic responscs to thc Rcvolu­
tion. Zcitlin tound that "while 80 pcrcent oí Ncgroc» tirad thc
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thc Rcpublic itself11 "The workers formcd the maior social base oí 
thc Communist-led ami-impcrialist movcment of the late twentics 
and cari y thirtics that culminatcd m thc aborttve popular rcvolution 
oí 1933-35," he noted. “Thus, thc Cuban rcvolution and tocülist 
tdeology had a significan! base in thc working dato long bcíorc thc 
rcvolution'» leader» began to think and speak oí thermclvcs and thcir 
rcvolution as socialitt*" (tbtd |

The Black Workers Endorse Castro

In 1953,60 pcrcent oí Cuban Black» were reponed living in cines " 
Black Cuba was alto prcdominantly working cla»«, hcavíly concen- 
trated in thc agranan sector, the sugar milis, and consCTOCtiM wK 
a high propon ion oí black workers was unemploycd or undcrcm- 
ploycd, a substantial pornon was concentratcd in the "lumpen 
prolctarut* oí ncwtpapcr and lottcry vendors, shocshmcr», Mfctt 
hustlcn

In 1959, out oí a total work forcé oí some 2,500,000 laboren, 
Black» accountcd (or an cstmiatcd 64 1 pcrcent As much as 34.3 pcr­
cent oí thc black work forcé was pcrmanently and/or partially unem­
ploycd in 1959 Addcd to the estimated 11.5 pcrcent oí Black» 
consigncd to the lumpen prolctarut, approxtmately 45.8 pcrcent OÍ 
cmployablc Black» wcrc in a State oí permanent and/or partial uncm- 
ployment in 1959 The plight oí thc black worker in pre-Castro Cuba 
was ccrtninly grave ’•

Fidel Castro boasted to a loumalist that when he took powcr thc re 
wasn’t cvcn onc pcricnt ' oí rcvolutumancv in Cuba M And yet thc 
Cuban working cías» as a wholc had a long record oí militant strug* 
glcs Revolutionary política, noted Mauricc Zcitlin, had a venerable 
tradition in thc Cuban working clan dating to thc very foundation oí

W hat was truc oí the Cuban working class as a wholc was all thc 
more so íor black workers. Compnsmg the bulk oí thc workers in 
Cuba, Black» had spearheaded cvcry major stnigglc against oppression 
from colony to Rcpublic. Socially exeluded and discriminated against, 
beanng the beaviest brunt oí ccooomic and cultural oppression 
throughout Cubas history, black laboren stood out asa pcrmanently 
□variable torce íor radical agitanan and revolutionary cntcrprisc From 
thc m id 1920s onwards, the Cuban Commumst party found its most 
rcceptive, durable, and entbusiastic diéntele among Black» Thcy 
tormed the backbone oí thc Party right up to Castro*» acccssion to 
powcr In fact, some oí the most prominent leít-wmg leader» ¡n 
Cuba were Negrocs, and among leaders oí thc Commumst Party, as 
wcll as of thc non-Communist labor unión», Negrocs were wdl 
representad. Ihirmg the rcvolution oí the 1930» thc 'soviet* of 
workers and peasants which withstood the militan forcé» oí Batista 
thc loogest, Realengo 18, right mto thecarly montbsof 1934, was led 
bv .i Negro Commumst, León Alvarcz Perhaps thc most revered labor 
leader was the martvrcd Jesús Mcnéndez, thc Negro hcad oí thc Migar 
workers' unión who was murdered in 1947.. " fibid. 70|.

¡he radicalism oí black Cuban worker» can be attributcd to thcir 
sclt perccpnoQ as victims of a systcm based on ecooomic expioita- 
non Thcir pro-Socialist and cvcn pro-Communist prochvities, 
howevcr, had a subjectivc basis. The traumas inherited from the 
si uve/colonial period led black laboren to identiíy more rcadily with 
an tdeology that oííercd a class-only explanar ion for the oppression oí 
ethnic groups and racial integration as the final solution M Thus, 
black Cuban workers often idcntiíied with class rather than with a 
rnci.il group," and aligned themselvcs with radical orgamzations that 
purported not to sce color, allowing them to regard themselves as 
colorles»,"" and to avoid contronimg the pamhd questrao oí nacMÍ 

oppression 3*
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The destiuction oí the Sociedades was in linc with thc rcgimc'i de­
terminal ion to destroy all autonomous bases for dissent or protest. It 
was mtended to be, and indced was, a crippling blow to thc pohücal 
aspirations oí thc black middlc class. A spccialist on Cuban aííiín 
concludcd that, ‘ The intcrvcntion procedurc, by meansoí whichthc 
Committccs of Negro Societics that wcrc devoted to thc promotion 
oí racial cquality were intcgratcd with the hicrarchy oí govemmcnt, 
in eíícct took away thc right oí Negrocs to express any corporau 
opimon except onc oí wholehearted approvai According to govem- 
ment propaganda perica treedom had been established by the mere 
fact oí rcvolution, and therefore, the Societics ceased to have any 
recogmzcd íunction" |ibid , 80).

Ihc dcstruction oí thc Sociedades was Castro'» unequivoeal answer 
to black middle-clas» demand» íor pruportional ethnic rcpreseotation 
m thc ncw rcgime It served noticc that integration of Black» into che 
ncw rcgimc woukl íollow the oíd pattern oí sclection írom thc top by 
thc rulmg group and at the pace prcscribcd by it alone.34 As bcíorc, 
sclectivc incorporación mto thc govcrnment required subordinatioo 
to thc polmcally domtnant Híspame Cuban clite.37

rnci.il


A* mcmbcn ot an oppresacd racial group, black workers easily 
rclatcd the discriminación thcy cxpcrienccd to Cuba'» cconomic 
domination bv (be United State» Over thc ycars thcy had proved 
their willmgncss to support political programa and leader» with a 
nurkcddeterminarontochallengethcUS Morethananyothersec­
tor oí thc popularon, black workers had suffered thc direct, oven per* 
wnal, impace oí thc white American prcaence m ( uba-occupation 
troop», industrialista, gángster», butinessinen, and tounst» Thcy 
naturally tended to believc that "their tight to wm ftill c itizcmhip in 
t he ir wcicty, their ttrugglc to enlargc their social and política! nghts 
and to improvc their condición» oí liíe was in che mam dircctcd
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agamst í ortigo ccuoomic intcmt». cwcntully thuw oí Amencia ax- 
potauons” (ibid.. 1SI|

The idcntiíication oí (orcign dominitkm »thc wurcc oí all tbra 
wocsmayhavt prended a piycbological escape fot a groupttatibed 
away írom conhonting thc dómeme cause»oí nsoppmnoo. that n, 
thc ptcvalcnce in Cuba oí a bomc-grown syitem oí white luprcmacy 
Mmcovcr, the unage oí thc U S as a land oí ami*black hatred and |im 
Crow segregación (an image skillfully playee! up by Cuba*» white nd* 
rng classcsl íurther inf lamed an anti-Amcncanism which, translated 
mto political térras, was puré anti*imperialism "Thus, the racial 
problem m Cuba was, ií anything, a boon to Castro. In the handi oí 
thc rcvolutionarics, thc race issue was extremely uscful fot disaedit- 
mg the oíd social arder Furthcnnorc, becausc of thc‘instant libera* 
ron’ oí thc Negro, tcns oí thousands oí disadvamaged Cubaos wcre 
reennted into thc ranks oí revolutionary embuiiaiti"17

' ’ Although thc Cuban govcrnment is predominantly white in 
character,” observed an analyst, "the incorporación oí the black 
masses proved as importara as thc destroetno oí a social dassin thc 
delincación oí thc revolutíon."* The benevolent patcmalism and 
élite messiamc Icadcrship inherent in Castroism íound íertile ground 
among the politically radical bul culturally alicnatcd black Cuban 
workers. Imbucd with a sense oí superiority over those it designad 
as los humildes (che hurablc ooes), the white revolutionary regime 
could íeel entitlcd to expcct thc willing subordinaron and mstant 
political loyalty oí thosc wbora it had geocrously delivered.

The descgregation dr ive undertaken by the revolutionary regime 
demonstrated perhaps Castro'» intuitive grasp oí Cuban race polines

How elever Fidel Castro was to understand what thesc son» and 
daugbtcrs oí slavcry wanted, what embittered thcm He didn't 
promise thcm thc earth. He simply said, You are no longer panahs 
You're meo’’ ”” remarked a Europcan observer Fcw oí these boro 

black raen and women whoyw themselvescmaocipattdby the 
racial reíorm" would have vicwed thc revolutionary govemment’» 

policy oí opening up ncw cmploymcnt and educacional opportunities 
co Black» as "a bclatcd and only panul compensación íor pase dis­
criminación in Cuba "4(l Rathcr, grateíul black workers wece willing 
to overcorapensate their new white rulen with an increasingly un* 
llmching loyalty. A spontaneous "racial contraer had emerged be* 
twecn Cuba'» domcstic Africa and the white revolucionan regime
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revolutíon, only 67 pcrccnt oí the white» had thc same attitudc The 
favorable attitudc was 91 pcvccnt among Negroc» who had worktd 
mne months or less before thc Revolutson Thus, among the rmm 
cntually marginal-thc black and unemploycd—was the urro^w 
suppurt íor thc rcvolutkm ”M The high conccmration oí Black» 
among thc unemploycd and undcrcmployed-rcspcclivcly TSpncou 
and 85 pcrccnt-cxplatns why black workers wcre thc real social base 
oí thc Castro rcgimc in 1959 and increasingly so thcrcaíter.

Givcn thc complex blcnd oí black cconomtc insccurity and a rebel 
tradition, observed Zcitlin, "onc would probably lurmisc that 
Ncgrocs would be more hkcly than white» to support thc revolutíon" 
(ibid , 721 Hissun’cydidiníactdemónstratethat,"takcna»awhole, 
thc Negro workers are more hkcly to favor thc revohitioo than 
thc white workers” and that "thc relationship is csscntially thc sane 
when vicwed among only thosc who wcre worker» before (he revo* 
lution” |ibid , 77| The rcason íor the ethnic diíícrcntial, Zcitlin 
íound, was m "thc conncction bctwccn the racial aituation and thc 
prcrevolutionary cías» structurc and economic order which the revo* 
lution dcstroyed" |ibid , 83-84).

The response oí black Cuban workers to the Castroite order was es- 
sentially cthnic, with subicctivc factor» playing as much a pan a» tbc 
material conditions of deprivation torced upon thcm by the oíd order.

Indccd ü we look at thc cíícct oí change in cmploymcnt status smee 
thc revolutíon on Negro and white workers .. thc rcsults are esees* 
tially thc same as when wc lookcd at prerevolutionary cmploymcnt 
status alone Both among thc workers who are working more regu­
lar Iv and thosc who worked rcgularly before and since thc revolutíon, 
Negroes are more hkcly than whitcs to favor thc revolutíon. , and 
wc might inícr that the socíu/ stótua of the Negro racial gmp ec- 
count» fot thc Negro-white differencee" (Italics addcd.l jibid., 78).
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CUBA. THE THIRD WORLD 
AND THE COMMUNIST BLOC

Iroward the cnd oí 1959, Fidel Castro bcgan to tesón to che ' Necio 
qucstion" in order to discrcdit his cncmics, both domestic and fot- 
cign, and to enhance his messianic hold over Black Cuba ' His first 
nuior use oí thc race issue as a wcapon wa» to deícat opposing íac- 
tions wirhm his own movement and to consolídate himself as thc 
I miIc arbiter oí Cuba'* late.’ The Hubcr Matos affair gave thc Caudillo 
an opportumty to tesón to tace-baiting tactics he would perico into 

|,i veritable weapon.
I Maior Matos had resigned írom the anny over thc issue oí cora- 
inunisin I do not want to breóme an obstarle to thc revolution." 
he wrotc to Castro, ' and believe that. beíore choosing betwecn adapt- 
ing mvscll and tcsignatum to avoid doing harm, it is bonest and

i rcvolutionary' to Icave I think that whoever has had thc franh 
ness to speak to you of thc Communist ptoblem should do so "•

I Matos's resignar ion was interprctcd by the Caudillo as a challenge 
to his personal leadership,4 a "efime" against which he had warned 
his subordinares írom as early as 1954 when he wrote: "The in­
dispensable precondilion» oí a gcnuinc civic movement are idcology, 
discipline, and leadership |r futura) The thrcc are cssentialbut leader 
ship i* most fundamental. I do not know ü it was Napoleón who saad

I that onc bad general in battle counts more than twenty good ones," 
Castro said. "It is not possible to organize a movement in which 
cvcryonc believe* he has thc right to issue public statcments witbout 
Consulting anyoncj ñor can anything be cxpcctcd oí an organization 
made up oí anarchic men, who, at the first dispute, íind the easicst 
way out, breaking and destroying thc machine The propaganda ap- 
patatús, or organization, should be so powcrtul that it would implac 
.iblv destroy anyone who tned to creare tendencics, diques, schisms 
ot w ho should rcbel against thc movement ”•

Dramatically arrested at his homc by Castro pcnonally,* Matos 
was tned by a kangaroo court on chargcs oí conspiracy and scntenccd 
lo .i twenty-year term, which he served in tull beíore he wat rcleascd
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As more opposmon to Castro mounted in thc United States, thc ex­
istente oí a racial problcm tberc devcloped into onc oí the most 
damagmg íoreign policy u capón» in Ha»ana * anti-American arsenal 
In mid Novcmbcr 1959, instructions wcrc giren to INIT, the State- 
run tourist organ, to invite thc most prominent black American» to 
Cuba, a land frcc oí racial discrimination," íor a New Year's Ere 
banquee with Castro .*• In late Deccmbcr 1959, íormer worM 
hcavy wcigbt Champion loe Louis, and black baseball stars Roy Cara- 
pancha and Jackic Robinson arrived io Havana, heading a party oí 
prominent American Negrees." The visir was wdl publicizcd by thc 

Cuban media Newspapcrs pnntcd front page photos oí thc Caudillo’» 
New Year's dinner with his black American guests ••Tothcdel^ht 
oí Black Cuba, nacional televisión rebroadeast scveral times the ira- 
ages oí Castro, ílanked by his loyal black aide, luán Almeida, memly 
tetmg the prominent black americanos Havana bad succccdcd in its 
íirst conscious attempt to woo American Black to its side in a war 
agamst a common oppressor.

I hi racial qucstioo had preved to be thc onc element which 
thoroughly discredited and isolated the conservativo and liberal whitc
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ai thc end oí 1979 The entire cpisodc undcrscored thc íact that, íor 
Castro, opposition to Marxism was then tantamount to "hígh tica 
son," as Matos*! "crime" had been no more than that In a matter 
oí months, in íact. Castro would openly declare. "He who la ami- 
Communist is a counter-revolutionary."’ A vcntablc purge oí thc 
armed torces, thc govcmmcnt, and thc admmistration was under 
way, with thc Communist party already ofíermg its cadrcs as 
rcplacc menta

On Octobcr 26,1959, Castro announccd thc íormatioo oí a militia 
to crush thc "counter-rcvolution." Spcaking to a huge rally, thc 
Caudillo made his íirst public reíerencc to thc racial question since 
his two specches in March He likencd men such as Huber Matos to 
thc slavcowners oí thc past Anti-communism and opposition to his 
regime, he inícrrcd, were but attempts to supprcss the rights bis 
Rcvolution had ' ’givcn" Cuban Blacks, the peasants, thc have-nots.

Fot thc íirst time in thc history oí the Cuban nation, which has 
spanned íour ccnturics and began with thc ¡ndians pcrsccuted and 
murdered by thc Conquistadores, and which then continued on to a 
greater stage oí slavcry, when men wcrc bought and sold likc beasts 
.... has emerged a revolutionary powcr," he said, "which is deai- 
ing a damagmg blow to all privilcgcs, all injustices, and which has 
finally rcdccmcd thc tarnished manhood oí men who in some cases 
can trace their origins back more than íour ccnturics. "• Castro askcd 
thc onc million-strong crowd whether or not thcy agreed "with the 
íact that thc bcaches, once thc exclusive privilege oí a few, have now 
been opened up to thc Cuban peoplc rcgardless oí colour, without 
stupid preiudiccs. I ask thc peoplc ií thcy are or thcy are not in agré­
ment with thc íact that equal opportunitics oí employment are open 
to Cubaos oí cvcry colour. . And that is the cxplanation íor our 
making thc Revolutionary 1.a ws which damage natrenal and íoreign 
pnvilcgcs; it is íor that thcy attack us. it is íor that thcy cali ua Com- 
munists, it is íor that thcy accusc us" (ibid , 96)

A wcek beíorc thc Matos "trial" began, Castro jddrcsscd another 
large crowd in Santiago de Cuba and agam likencd his opponcnts to 
tbc slavcowners oí thc last ccntury ’ Therc are some truths that musí 
be said," he told thcm "Do you all know who all oí thosc peoplc 
rcally are? Thcy are the same ones who, during thc last ccntury, wcrc 
slavc-boldcrs "• Takmg hiscuc írom thc kíc, Raúl Castro, spcaking 
at another mass rally, askcd: "What shall wc do with the black- 
skinned men and women íor whom Maceo íought? Wc know 
'what to do* with thcm, íor ours are thc commitmcnts oí José Martí
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and Antonio Macéo."10 Ché Guevara, spcaking at tbc Untvenity oí 
Las Villas, ccbocd thc ncw mobilizmg thctnc "What words could I 
addios u» thc umvcrsity that would undcrscore its piünary function 
m thc ncw Cuba? Simply, that it must bccome Negro, it must becomc 
inulatto . .",l

I he sudden insistente on thc racial issue by thc loremost leader» 
oí thc regime was not unpremeditated Castro was metely revettmg, 
m an cntircly ncw contcxt, to a timc-bonorcd gambit in Cuban race 
polines, írom losé Marti to Fulgencio Batista. In the past, it wasa 
trequent political ploy |in Cuba) to dcnouncc the cxistcnce oí racial 
discnmmation in appealing íor electoral suppon . .commeotcd 
a scbolar "Shortly aíter the Revolutioo, Castro began tes own 
propaganda campaign on behalí oí racial equality. He has awcrtcd that 
al! Ncgrocs m thc country can scc thc social treatment thcy deserve. 
Hotels, bcachca and resorts have been opened to all, rcgardless oí race, 
and tangible evidente oí segregation has been ciiminatcd ,. The 
fcgimc has given máximum publicity to the role oí luán Almeida, a 
Negro who held thc position oí chieí oí staíí oí thc army, citmg bun 
as prooí oí thc willingncss oí the leaders oí thc Rcvolution toaccept 
a Negro co^eague.",,
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Harold Crusc wrote about his misgiving» ”1 nociccably bcld back all 
outujrd ciubcfiíkr kw tbc Cuban situanoo " he ud "1 wm admu- 
t cdl v peo-Castro, but t here were too many CoroaMflMsts araund act- 
mg impcnous and importan! Mor cover, tbcre wat the obrtout and 
uncían ficd pon non of the Cuban Negro to considcr Yet we were all 
treated with such ovcrwhelming deferente. consideren— and 
pnvilcgc, it was difficult to be critica!*' (Itahcs addcd | *’ Orhcrs m 
tbc sccood group oí fueses wrotc favorably about tbc tnp upon their 
rctum to tbc U-S.,e

The Fau Plav for Cuba Cotnmittcc, a U S based pro-Castro organi 
zanas, was ict up m tbc spnag oí 1960 The FPCC was to becomc thc 
chid vcbiclc through which tbc Cuban leadcrship sought aceras to 
Amcruai black populatiun Founded by two American televisión 
nunuluti, Roben Taber, a white. and Richard Cibson, a Black, tbc 
FPCC was írom thc outset an cífcctive organ for convcying Castre s 
mcuiXf to thc black American community. A wcll regarded K>ur 
nalut, líber was a personal fricnd oí Castro, whom he had ínter 
viewcd in 1958 during thc Sierra Maestra campaign Taber certainly 
had been instrumental in crear ing an carly awarenesa tn Havana oí 
thc impon anee oí lanvassing black American support Gibson. m 
contras!, scems to have plavcd more oí a window-dressing role

In Mav 1960, tormer heavyweight Champion loe Lotus, onc oí thc 
prumincnt US Black» invitcd to Cuba by Castro thc previous ytar, 
was named U.S publicity agent to promote tounsm to Cube.14 Lo—, 
dance: lowphine Baker novelista Richard Wnght and lames Baldwin. 
and a h<»M oí other black American celebvitics wcre on Cuba s invi­
tar ion Itot. drawn up by thc FPCC Procnincnt US black intclkctu- 
ah assncmrd with letaat aod'or cml ngbti causes, wcre abo eagerly 
wught <Mrt by tbe FPCC íor peoiec ted tours ot Cuba

la |uly 1960, a poup ot black US mtcllcctuals íinally arrivcd m 
Cuba on an organizad FPCC tour Among them wcre poct Leroi Iones 
tAmiri Bifikil, thc hntonan wciologist Harold Crusc. writer lulian 
Mayficld. historian |obn Hennk Clarkc, and civil ngbts activist 
Rubén William» wbosc fortunes wcre on the risa Recallmg this 
sccond organizad tnp oí American Blacks to rcvolutionary Cuba.

M) Racial Polines and Foreign Policy

Cuban opposition The upper clauca m Cuba were very much salí 
consciously white. «egrcgatioaist. and strongly Negropbobic Tbcy 
wcre mdecd tbc product and mtMlern reprcsentativet. «í tbe ideiofy 
and econutnic clast interesa oí thc llavebolders in Cuba’s nnmcdi 
ate past The Negro question was equally Washington's AchiHcs’ 
herí Castro would direct me rcasingly hea ncr blows to that soít spot 
tbc more both couamcs tquared oíf for a vio km confrontarían

Fcanng an .Amanean mtcrvention. Cuban leader» attempeed to shon 
circuir tbc US by canvassmg thc son oí support that could allow 
their rcsolution to sun ive if V\ ashington dccided to «mcrctely ínter 
vene Henee on both sides- particularly on Cubas-a vast propa 
ganda campaign was wt m motwn Drnmmrtnf American racxsrn and 
stressing that racial discnrnmatioo was cradicated in Cuba, Castro 
nuw redoublcd hi s ctton s to canvasa tbc support oí Am etican Negrees 
in bis struggk agamst impenalistn **1*

The visitar who would prove instrumental in Havana s attempes 
to woo US. Blacks to ita side waa Roben WiUiama. A taro» Manas 
ind Rotean Wat veteran Williams was at tbc time the mote militant 
civil nghts leader in thc United States. Hcad oí tbc Mooroe, North 
Carolina, chapter of thc NAACP, he had smee 1958 advocated armed 
sclf deíensc as thc only road to obtaining thc borne nfbts oí black 
Amer icans He had immcdiately attracted tbc attcntsoo oí Cuban in­
te lligcncc and oí Fidel Castro himsrií-

Wilhams was boro and raiscd tn the Deep South. Accustomcd to 
a raciallv segregated cnvironmcnt, be was woodcr-struck by bis 
Cuban tnp. "A Negro, íor example, was bead oí the Cuban armed 
forces and no one could bidé that íact tem un hese m Anamca.** be 
marveled '• Williams said that in Cuba be was made to íeel that I 
was .i member of thc human race íor the first time in my lifc" (ibid |. 
He thanked “Fidel Castro and Free Cuba |for| grantmg persona oí Afri­
can dcscent entrancc into the human tace'* |ibid . 70f Such languafe 
could only delight white Cuban leaders, wbo presumably had alrcady 
begun to regard themsel ves as thc sanan oí black Americana, whom 
tbcy incrcasingly described in terms such as “wvctchcd U.S 
Negrocs '*

Williams's cxaggcratcd reamaos to Castro*» racial reáonn" made 
him the moas fervent and influential supponcr oí the Cuben regime 
among US Blacks The full weight oí hi» prestige, be waroed would 
be placed at the Service of Castro*» cause. “As íor my being *uscd as 
a pawn in the wvwgffW ni C—against impertaltM and raetst Nonh 
America. I prefer to be used as an instnuneat to coovcy the troth oí 
a pcople who respect the rights of man, ratber than to be used as an 
Unele Tom whitewashcr of black oppression and innisticc and an 
apología! for America*» hypocrisy*' |ibid ) He defended Havana*» 
nght to criticizc the US racial situatioo Cuba* aversión to 
America*» inhuman ity to man i» not an — cric rene» in a native 
Ameritan problem* . . Racism in the US A ts as much a world
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The First Declaración oí Havana
The propaganda wv betwccn Washington and Havana reached new 

beight» m thc surnmer oí 1960 To American charges that Cuba was

Bv uítcnng tncndthip to tbc Nottb Asentan pcopk-thai n. lo thc 
Negrees wbo are lyncbcd, tbc pcrtccwcd mtcUcctuah and tbc wten 
wbo are torced toacccpr thc IcadcntapoíMobven ve ándameanr 
mtennon to walk with thecntirc world and not mcrely wtthiKCtwo 
oí it " Dctnocracy i» incompatible wnh (manual oligarchics, wnh 
Jiu r iminat ion ipinu Negrees, thc dmags oí tbc Ku Klui Klan.
The National and General Asscmbly oí thc Cuban pcoplc detnands thc 
rtght oí vahen, peasants, students, mtcUcctuah Negmes and tadiam 

to «trugglc toe thcir cconomic, polit nal and social clama tbc ngbt 
of cvery pcoplc to cnio> thc solidarm oí all opprciscd entoaued a» 
jressed and ciplottcd pcoplcs. incgardlew oí whuh coma in thc wurid
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takmg a "pro-Red” dircction, Havana countcrcd that the Whitc 
Houk was following an ' antiBlack" coune Washington'! cííort» to 
aliénate support from thc revolutionary Cuban regime thus «cerned 
to boomcrang Mcanwhile, in Cuba itselí, Castro » chansma and hb 
revolutionary mystiquc made him "tbc man oí thc hour, thc new 
messiab ”” Voicing popular sentiment, a Presbytcnan minbtcr 
declared, "Fidel Castro is an imtrument m the hands of God íor tbc 
otablishmeni oí Hb rcign among men’”” Not averie to web cora- 
panwns, thc Caudillo proclaimcd to a masa rally: "Tbosc wbo con­
de mn this Revolution are condemning Christ, and tbey would be 
capablc oí crucifying Chrbt, becaute He did wbat wc aredomg-"

By late August 1960, material prcparation vas well under way in 
thc US tor thc violent ovcrthrow oí thc Castro rcgtmc A Whitc 
Paper was submitted to thc Organization oí American States, which 
met in San José, Costa Rica, to legitunize in advaace an operatkm 
Castro had long anticipatcd Charging Cuba, among other things, 
with having trained "Communist agents and guerrillas to spread the 
Communist revolution througbout Latín America,**1’ Washington 
.isked the OAS to unequivocally condemn the Castro rcpmc as a 
threat to hemisphcric sccurity.

In two speechcs dchvcrcd on August 30,1960, Castro attackcd thr 
U S and denounced thc OAS’s Declaration oí San José He told 
Cuban» that his regime was a fricnd oí the Communist bloc |ibid I 
Three days later, he countcrcd with his own "Declaration oí 
Havana." Castro lathed out against the "discnmination against 
Negroes and Indiana,’’ and proclaimcd "thc right oí Ncgrocs and In 
dians to íull human dignity" |ibid. 120}. Cuba, he said, would 

gratefully accept thc support oí Soviet rockets" if invaded by thc 
United States.” Apparently with an eye to mobilizing thc Aíro-Asian 
bloc, American Blacks, and all Third Worldpcoplcsonhisbehalí, he 
uid that

A good many of thc FPCC’s activities on behalí oí Cuba ccntcred 
on propagandizing Castro's "racial reform" and extolling the "per* 
ícct racial cquality" rcigning on thc island. "Therc is íull íreedotn 
therc Every human bemg has equal rights to work and cducation 
Therc is no racism: a Negro is the chicí oí the army,” argued a promi* 
nent US Marxist leader »• The Federal Bureau of Investigaron look 
an mterest in thc FPCC from the start, and had intiltratcd thc pro* 
Castro orgamzation |Tbc Cuban leadership would later contend that 
FBI opcrativcs had been among thc FPCC’s founding membert | In 
June 1964) Washington declared two Cuban diplomáis persona non 
grata.21 Carlos Manuel Sánchez y Basquet and Berta Louis Pía y Radia 
wcrc chargcd with "distríbuting anti-U.S propaganda . . to aug* 
ment racial distensión in thc U S.” (halles addcd.J (ibid.J.* Washing­
ton had now begun to fear thc long-tcrm conscquences of Castro*» 
cxploitation oí the American racial situation to further his own ends.

Mu Manuel "Red Beard” Piñeiro Losada, Cuba s intelligcncc 
chic! kncw American society intimately, having once lived in the 
US He spoke English f luently and was married to a Texan dancer. 
He hcadcd a depanment which would soon becomc íamous as the 
Dirección General de Inteligencia or DGI, Cuba s countcrpart of the 
CIA PiAciro’s mvolvcmcnt in Havana*» attempt to woo the black 
American population clearly meant that the utility of U.S Blacks to 
Cuba had outstnpped puré propaganda purposes Roben Williams had 
attractcd PiAeiro's attention, and befóte the cióse of that summer, the 
mditant civil rights leader was mvitcd back to Cuba. This time, 
however, he wcni as Fidel Castro » personal guest

In 1960, Cuba*» propaganda machine stndcntly cnticized Washing­
ton on the "Negro question." Meanwhile, a el ande trine efion by 
Plácito * department was under way to recruit American Blacks íor 
tensitive opcratwns within the US, not excludmg acts oí sabotage.” 
Wnhin a ycar, íiíteen oí thosc Blacks had fallen into thc FBI’s hands; 
five other» reportedly íled to Cuba
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problem as was Nazism Yes, wherever there is opprcssion in tbc
world today, it is thc concern of thc cntirc |human| race. My cauic 
is thc same as Cuba’s against thc whitc suprcmacist impoialM" 
|ibid., 70,71).
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Guevara Tours che Afro-Asían Bloc
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thcv may be in, or thc geographical distante bctwccn thcm All pcuplc» 
oí thc world are brochen iibid . 116-117, 118, 121).

Encapsulated in bis words was tbe irrevocably extranational 
proclivity oí thc Castro rcgimr On thc one hand, it maintained the 
right oí nations outside thc hemisphere to rush to Cuba's succor. 
And. as subsequent events would show, it also assumcd Havana's 
right to intervene in any pan oí the world wbere it was in itsown best 
intereses to do so Washington had declared its "right oí hot pursuit.” 
Castro had countered by proclaiming his own right oí rctaliation any- 
where on thc globc

Courting tbe Aíro-Asían Bloc

Castro*s cquation oí anti communism with counter-revolurion 
marked thc end oí a purcly táctica! * anti-Communist’' neutrality in 
Cuba Cuba's ncw posture was that oí a non-aligned, pro-Communist 
Third World statc. That policy proíile reílected decisivo domestic 
changes, as dcscribcd by Hugh Thomas Already the Communist» 
had some positions in the Cuban State; already they were Castro'» 
íollowers, thougb he was not yet their leader. More positivcly... 
aíter years without a clcar creed, Castro sccms. . . to have felt in- 
creasingly drawn towards thc idea oí a complete explanation oí 
politics...

In mid-summer 1959, the Caudillo had reshuffled his govemment. 
Manuel Urrútia y Ileo, tbe vocally anti-Communist president, was 
jettisoned and replaced with Osvaldo Dorticós Torrado, whose Iinks 
to the Cuban Communist party dated back to the 1940$ Cuba's new 
hcad oí State was a wealthy lawyer, descended trom a founding íamily 
oí Cicníuegos, one oí Cuba's most staunchly segregarionist cities. He 
was distantly rclated to nineteenth-century millionaire planter and 
slave trader Tomas Terry (íbid98,1O85ÍÍ| For a tune he was thc per­
sonal secretary to Communist party President luán Mannello, but he 
was also commodore oí the Cicníuegos Yacht Club, one oí thc 
racially segregated prívate white clubs (ibid.. 12341 Dorticós had also 
been president oí the elite National College oí Lawyers Resides his 
sound crcdentials as the descendant oí an aristocratic íamily, Dorticós 
possessed the one quality most prizcd by Castro unswerving loyalty 
and submission to tbe Caudillo. (Dorticós remained Cuba's president 
until thc end oí 1976, when Castro bimselí took that tille; he com- 
mitted suicide in 1983.|

Assiduously courtcd by tbe rival eastem and western camps, thc 
Aíro-Asian bloc scemed thc most apt to lend Castro the diplomarte 
proccction he sorcly needed Aíro-Asian States appeared to be thc most 
logical alises oí a revolut iooary regime that had cagcrly proclaimcd it- 
sclf neutral and anti colonial Thus, cvcn whilc scnously contcmplat- 
ing thc option oí binding thc late oí the Revolution to an alliancc with 
thc Soviet bloc, Castro "contmued to ícel eloser to the neutralist 
Third World leader» iban to thosc oí the Communist world, and 
thought it would be cnougb to cultívate tbe íonner's íricndship and 
be incorporatcd into their midst to have oothing more to fcar (rom the 
imperialist powers."“

In carly fuñe 1959, within weeks oí Castro'» promulgation oí 
agrarian rcíorm in Cuba, Che Guevara set out with threc aide» for a 
thrce-month Aíro-Asian tour He arrived in Cairo on |unc 16 on thc 
íirst leg oí his tour He bccamc the íirst Castroitc leader to set íoot 
on the African continent. but his visit was devoid oí any African »ig- 
niíicancc.11 His hosts were Pan-Arabists, and Guevara'» pnmary goal 
was to meet Camal Abdel Nasscr, chief oí the non-aligned bloc. 
Guevara'» mission was to woo the non-aligned Afro-Asían States, en- 
list their backing íor the Castroitc regime, and procure thc advantages 
oí their protcctive poli tic al umbrella

Whatevcr intereses Havana had in Africa at that tuncturc were con- 
fined to thc Arab North, not only bccausc Egypt was then tbe most 
prestigious Aíro-Asian State, but also because a national liberation 
struggle similar to Castro'» campaign in Cuba was under way to 
wrencb Algena trom French rule The Castrones viewcd thc Algcnan 
struggle as tbe cfoscst reflcction in the Third World oí their Sierra 
Maestra expcricncc, and immcdiately idcntiíied with it |ibid.|. As for 
Egypt, Castro was quick to establish parallels between himselí and 
Nasscr, the íiery eolonel wbo had successfully deíied British impen- 
alism and repulsed a Franco-lsracli-British intcrvention Like thc 
Egyptian Rais, Cuba's Caudillo intended to íashion a non-aligned, 
anti-imperialist, independent forcign policy for his Revolution And 
Havana's leadership also anticipated a Caribbean recnactmcnt oí the 
sort oí conlíict that foliowed nationalization oí the Suez Canal

Guevara opened his talks with Nasscr with appropnate ílattery 
Egypt's rcsistancc at Suez durmg thc tripartiré attack in 1956, Che 
told the Rais, had encouragcd Castro to launch his own Siena Maes­
tra campaign. Egypt's leader had always been a "source oí moral
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ary oí black countries bcaded by (be two most radical exponen» 
oí non-aligned anti-imperialism m sub Saharan Africa—Kwame 
Nkrumah'i Chana and Síkou Touré’s Guinea—served to underscore 
that pomt Possibly Nasser had alio apprised Guevara oí his own mis- 
givmgs about Nkrumah, with wbom he was cmbroilcd in a bit ter íeud 
over continental leadership *• Wben Guevara arrived in Cairo, 
Nasser*s dual claim to leadership over Africa and tbe Arab world was 
being hotly contened by Gen. Abdel Karim Kassem m tbe Middle 
East and by Nkrumah in Africa.

Evcr since Ghana had become independen! in 1957, Nkrumah had 
resisted Nasser's hegemonic ambitioos over tbe African contincnt 
|ibid.|. In íact, while Guevara was in Cairo from July 16 to 19, 
Nkrumah, Sékou Toure oí Guinea, and William Tubman oí Liberta 
met at Sanniquelli and announced tbe íormation oí a tripartí te Pan- 
African unión. Nasser corrcctly saw the proicct as dirccted against 
Egyptian hegemony over black Africa. A year beíorc, the Ghana- 
Guinea unión oí November 1958 was equally interpreted by the Egyp­
tian president as another oí Nkrumah's schemcs to undcrcut Cairo's 
continental leadership ambitions |ibid, 46).

It is conceivable that in order to cultívate Nasser's friendship, 
Guevara delayed tbe opportunity to establish direct ties with black 
Africa*! two most dynamic sutes. After al), Nkrumah was also 
regarded as a íounding íather oí the Afro-Asían bloc Another eloquent 
indication oí tbe pnority Havana afrorded Arab North Africa over 
black Africa was Guevara s suggestion, upon retuming to Cuba, that 
Egypt should becomc Cuba*! diplomatic base for futura contact with 
sub-Saharan Africa.”

Guevara*! statement that India's development was being itunted 
by *'cows and religión** might have been more than a passing com- 
ment3* Obsession with religión had characterizcd all oí the Afro- 
Asian sutes be visited. Guevara was an atbeist, anti-imperialist 
revolutionary steeped in the western rationalist tradmon Most 
hkely, Guevara retumed from the Castro regime’ s íirst probe into the 
non-whitc world even more tirmly convmced oí Cuba*! political and 
intcllectual advancement over tbese Aíro Asían countries. Howevcr, 
for tactical rcasons, Havana would have to kcep up tbe pratense oí ad- 
vocating a non-aligned anti-imperialism oí tbe Afro-Asían type

Withm thrce wceks oí Guevara*! tour, Cuba began a campaign 
stressing tbe extra-national vocation oí tbe Rcvolution and idcntify- 
ing its fate with that oí tbe Afro-Asian bloc. Foreign Minister Raúl 
Roa García made that point beíorc tbe U N. General Assembly. “It
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strength * to the Castrones M In short, Castroism was but a Latín 
American versión oí Nasserism. But Nasser was nonethcless suspi- 
cious oí Castro and his lollowcrs He doubted their revolutionary sin 
ccrity (ibid., 311), suspeetmg Castro to be an opportunist As their 
conversa! ion waned, Guevara inquired how many Egyptian land- 
owncrs had íled the country as a rcsult of Nasser's agrarian reíonn 
Nasser explamcd that only a ícw had íled, mostly “whitc Egyptian»,“ 
naturahzed íorcigners (ibid , 312) Guevara was dismayed. “That 
meaos,’* he said, “that nothing much happcned in your ravolutioo 
I measure the depth oí the social transíormation by the number of 
pcoplc who are afíected by it and who feel that they have no place in 
the ncw socicty” |ibid ) Nasser calmly raplied that he had intended 
liquidatmg the pnvileges oí a class, ñor individuáis oí that dais 
kibid l Now the distrust becamc mutual.

A lightnmg visir to the Sudan leít Guevara disappointed. That 
country, he íclt, was simply too backward to be oí help to Havana. 
.Morocco, then under the rule oí tbe strongly nationalist monarch 
Mohamcd V, hfted Che's spirits: tbe íirst important cncounterbe- 
twccn leader* oí the Algenan FLN and a leader oí the Cuban revolo- 
tion took place ibera.u Morocco, Egypt, and Tunisia were then 
scrvmg as rearguard bases íor the FLN. Henee, Castro*! decisión to 
set up his íirst diplomatic missions on the contincnt in Rabal, Tuois, 
and Cairo Waltcno Carbonell, the black Cuban who had been ex- 
pellcd from the Communist party in 1953 because he supportcd 
Castro, bccame the ambassador to Tunisia.

Guevara toured Yugoslavia, Indonesia, India, Burma, Ceylon, 
lapan, and Pakistán, retuming to Cuba in early Scptcmber, dismayed 
at the poor prospeets íor trade with tbe Afro-Asian bloc. Having con- 
duded only two rather unproíitable treaties with Egypt and Cey­
lon, “ he had discovered (he hmitations oí partnenhip with nations 
he íclt wcrc much less developcd structurally, and perhaps politically, 
than Cuba A good measure oí his disillusionment could be infened 
from the repon oí his tour he delivered on nationwide televisión.15 
Somehow he íclt compclled to apologizc for not having ventured 
south oí the Sahara whdc on the black continent. “Lack oí time 
torced us to leave out Iraq and other countries from our planncd 
itincrary ,** he said “Ñor were we able to visit Ghana—a new 
Ahítan repubhc wc had intended to visit—because the tnp was too 
long” ibid I

Black Africa could hardly have figurad high on the list oí pnonties 
ol the Castroite rcgime at the time Omission from Guevara*! ítincr-



M

American peoples 
American people|

Castroism and World Communism Converge
Quite plautibly che resulta oí Guevara'» Aíro Asían íoray motivatcd 
Castro to qiuckly seek the dosest poMiblc lies with the Communist 
bloc A firm advócate oí that coursc himself, Guevara had returned 
with strong arguments to buttress that position Foc ooe. all oí the 
non aligned States be had visited shared a common denominan* they 
had special economic and trade lies with the USSR. írom whom they 
reccivcd considerable militan and technological assistance From 
Nasser to Nehru, Nkrumah to Sukamo all ncutralist Afro Asían lead 
en were cióse friends oí Moscow and Pekín*, and oone seemed un 
happy about bemg the recipient oí substantial Communist bloc aid

At the same time hostility and tear oí thc U.S. were dnvtng Castro 
doser to the Communist bloc, thc ranks oí world communism were 
undergoing the greatest spiit oí their history In the coune oí the sum 
mer oí 1959, the Kremlin destroycd agreements to help China de 
velop nuclear wcapons, reneged on commitmcnts to help modcmizc 
Chínese ¡ndustry and technology. and imposed a blockadc on its 
former ally “ In the mcantime, Castro had become convinced that a 
small underdeveloped country could only escape the dutehes oí a 
supcrpowcr bv relymg on another tuperpower Unquesnooably, Cas­
tro was awarc oí the dangers that such a reí lance implied satclliza- 
tion loss oí sovcreignty, and dependeney In that comear thc growing 
Sino-Soviet schism was perceivcd by Havana as a saíeguard tor Cuba s 
política! indcpendencc as it drew doser to thc Kremlin

By showing sympathy íor China, believes Cbcng Ying Hsiang, 
Havana was indicating its readiness to tacticallv cxploit the spiit

What made Fidel Castro and Che Guevara discover at thc end oí the 
summer oí 1959 that Peking's support could be much more valuable 
than initially foreseen' Simplv, the realization that however stroog 
a sympathy thev cvoked among Third World neutralists, their sup 
port would rcmain disquietingly passive They íoresaw that once thc 
viciousness oí the capitalist camp was unleashcd, Cuba would have 
no other rccoursc but to hitch itsclí onto thc socialist camp, wherc- 
upon Havana's only chance to escape becoming a mere pawn oí the 
Kremlin wat to play Peking agamst it" (ibid, 52)

Guevara» tactical sinopbilia quite probably had to comead wnh 
Castro’s own rcportcdlv ingrained smophobia Since the dav» oí
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is unfonunatcly evident that thc world linda it selí divided nowadays 
into two nuMir group» respectivcly led by the United Sutes oí North 
America and the Union oí Soviet Socialist República . and a third 
group which purpoets to bridge the gap betwecn them but whoie 
strength is more moral than material," he said. "By virtue oí its 
histoncal position gcographic loe ation and intcmal ohligations Cuba 
is mcludcd in the group oí countncs designated as ‘western.* But thc 
rcvolutumarv goverament oí Cuba will not acccpt such prcarranged 
opcions Coocretcly, this simply means that we will not accept 
being torced to choosc betwecn thc capitalist and communist Solu­
tions There are other roads and Solutions."** Cuba, said Roa, had 
alreadv tound its own road to the original solution oí its own 
problems-a road which it shares in common with the other Latín

that road and solution is what links |tbc Latín 
to thc undeveloped peoplcs oí Aínca and Asia 

in their ¿ouragcous *earch fot seU-cxprcssion" (ibsd ) For that reason. 
Roa uid Cuba can count on the moral support oí al) thc un 
dcseloped peoples oí America, Africa and Asia, because It is a known 
tact that deíeat oí the Cuban revolution would be a great setback as 
well tn thc inexorable liberation process oí these nations" [ibid |

Spcaking at a mas» rally a ícw wceks aíter Roa’s U.N. declararme, 
thc Caudillo himself proclaimed íor thc íirst time that Cuban» had 
a son oí histórica! mission to hilfill. "Today, the eyes oí the wbole 
world are oo Cuba,'* he said "Cuba elicits the admiration oí the 
wholc world and nothmg can lower the esteem thc peoples oí 
America and the whole world íeel íor her."w Now asserting the 
umqueness oí the Revolution and oí Cubana, Castro struck a hcroic, 
messianic note Our revolution has been possible only because oí 
thc son ot pcoplc Cuban» are The pcoplc oí Cuba heve a múim
to fulhll and wc will tulnll it, because the pcoplc oí Cuba are the kind 
with whom a revolution Itke this can be canied out. .. .* (Italics 
added i k»bsd »

The extra natwnal nature ot this mission could be gleaned hora a 
dcdaration bv thc ('onícderation oí Cuban Workers |CTCJ, by then 
tully under Castroite control "The Cuban revolution to the guide oí 
thc countncs of Latín Amenes íor the attainment oí economic and 
política! Iiberty," said the document. "Our labour movement, in 
order to rnarch as the vanguard oí the revolution, must also be a guide 
to the Latín American labour movement."•• The same tone pervaded 
a note trom Forcign Minister Rna to the U.S govemment, undmeav- 
m< that in accord with their histórica! traditions and thc idea they
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entertain oí the Nation. their mistión in America and their role m the 
world, thc Cuban people have now íound their own avenucs oí 
política), economic, social and cultural expression** (Italics added )
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CASTRO DISCOVERS
BLACK AFRICA

At thc cnd oí 1959, it was cvidcnt to c lose observen that the domes- 
tic rapprochcment betwecn Castroism and communism was bul a 
pr elude to Havana's convergencc with thc Soviet bloc Sccond only 
to Castro, thc most mterested participant in a Soviet Cuban entente 
was certainly thc Cuban Communist party. The incscapable come- 
quenccs oí such an event wcrc pcrccivcd íorebodingly by many in- 
dependent radical Castrones "We kncw," cxplaincd Carlos Franqui, 
"that if thc Cuban Communist party got huid oí thc Revolution, 
Cuba would cnter thc dark ages polit ically and that to get her out oí 
it would be worsc than íighting a hundred Batistas together But be 
cause oí thc cnthusiastic popular support emoyed by thc Caudillo, 
radical non Communist Castrones were increasinglv impotcnt The 
most thcy could do was to use their personal lies with Castro to oíícr 
íorcign and domcstic policy altcrnativcs to thc drift towards thc 
Soviet bloc and thc Cuban Communist party.
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slavcry, ann Chínese prciudiccs had been commonplace in Cuba 
SinoCubans have been stercvtyped as craíty, trcacherous, lechcrous, 
and inscrutablc Ihe popular saying, "Vale mas un muerto que un 
Chino” (A corpsc is worth more than a Chinaman), reflecta that 
racist contcmpt. Castro’s íormer coníidant, Carlos Franqui, rccallcd 
Castro's dislike oí thc Chínese as obsessive. ’T have spoken many 
times wnh Fidel about thc Chínese He íccls a grcat antipathy íor 
Chínese as such To my surpnse, bis attitude towards them was 
visceral be detests them Hit attacks against Mao Tse-tung bore thc 
imprints oí that astounding personal preiudicc oí his

Ptciudues against thc Chínese might mdeed have playcd no small 
part m Castre s open hostihty toward China in thc mid- 1960a, when 
thc idcological Moscow-Pckmg ícud had degenerated into racial in- 
nuendos and mudslmging Did Castro's reponed disdain íor thc 
Chínese also cause him to resist Peking's strcnuoua eííorts to cnlist 
Cubas support against Moscow in che early 19fi0s, even when 
Hat ana had good cause to condcmn thc Kremlin** behavior? In any 
event. betwecn 1959 and 1969, thc Sino-Soviet rift certainly oífered 
Havana not only thc leverage to deal with the mighty USSR practi- 
cally as an cqual but even to intimídate Moscow's cautious leader 
ship into committing itsclf to guaranteemg thc survival OÍ thc 
Castroite rcgimc Castro was to play Peking against Moscow to his 
own cconomic, polnical. and militan advantage, displeascd but pas* 
mu thc USSR was torced to dance to his tune.4*

An Aírocentric Foreign Policy Proposal

Perhaps only someonc oí thc cthnic and política! background oí thc 
Aíro-Cuban diplomar, Waltcrio Carbooeil, could have elaborated, at 
such an early date and with such a kcen sense oí future cvcuts, thc 
sort oí Atrocemnc íoreign policy altemativc he presented Castro 
toward the cnd oí 1959 The former Cuban amhassador to Tunisia 
was thc íirst to alen thc revolutionarv leadership to the importante 
oí a Black Aírican connection He had urged Castro to adopt a reso- 
lutcly pro-Aírican stance f arboncll pcrceivcd Ahica as thc key to a 
network oí Third World alliances that could be a posrtrful factor m 
Cuba'» ncgotiations with thc USSR lí the Revolution was to resist 
absorption by the Soviet bloc, it was impcrative that the momentum 
oí the Cuban revolution cons-ergc with thc radical numstream oí Atn 
can nationalism and decolon iza t ion

Cuba's colorful cntrv into thc arena oí world polines in 1959 had 
coincidcd with that oí thc Ahican couttncnt Betwecn 1956 and 195»)



Apparcntly at first Fidel Castro renuincd alooí Carboncll thcn 
resortcd to a public forum. A sccmingly mnocuous inicie he pub 
hshed in Revolución in carly Deccmber 1959 was actuallv a synthc • 
sis oí thc comprehensive propoub he had presented to Castro * In 
thi* anide, be outlmcd a strategy that among otber mote» callcd 
fot thc conveníate m Cuba oí a Thud Worid tncoot mental íoepo* 
He urged thc rcKct ion oí aliiances with eithcr wpcrpeun m favor oí 
cstablishing a t hird bkx cotnposcd oí Avia, Africa, the Canbhean and 
Latín America.

The cxamplc oí the Afncan and Asían leader* who had met in 
Bandung, Indonesia, m 1955, he explaincd, he Id importan! lesaons ta 
thc Cuban revolution The strategv oí militan! Afro-Asían stares was 
geared toward* *t rengthemng their independen»c against western im 
pcrulism whilc kccping thc Soviet bloc ai a comtaublc distancc 
This was a counc that Carbone II íelt all Thad Worid counmes would
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Casero s tight «ainst Batista and thc «trugglc fot indcpcndence m 
Africa shared thc headlmes Camal Abdcl Nasscr stood up to thc 
western powen ai Suez in 1956 Ghana bésame independen! in 1957, 
Guinea íollowtd suit in 1958, and thc Afanan FIN was on tbe oífen 
sivc in 1959 Africa was deímitely on the more Yet Castro and bis 
associates «cerned totally obhvtais oí the black cwntinent al that 
time At thc beginning oí the revolution.' stated Franqui, "Fidel 
¿rxl thc othen had never rcallv spoken about Africa, and it n ddhcuh 
tosay exactly at » hat point their ínteres! in Africa began Thcrc was, 
oí coune, thc utuatiua in Afana, bccause thc war being waged there 
was w sumía» to thc «nc wc ourselves had tought In fact, thc Afan­
an* had sent sume oí their pcople tu contad us in Cuba. .. But 
thcrc was never, to my knowledge, any discútalos Oí rcfercocc lo 
black Africa spccifically at this period cithcr by Fidel or anyone che" 
litad I

Africa carne up toi diKUMion only toward thc end oí Castro s hne 
ycar in power Franqui rccalled Afta thc tnumph oí thc Revotara, 
thc whole queman oí the relatlonship betwcen Cuta and the Afncan 
contment-black Africa particularly—was mitially raiscd by Walteno 
Carboncll when he proposed, for thc first time, the idea oí convemng 
a tncootincntal conierencc." Franqui rccalled 1 Gcncrally speaking, 
pcople are ignoran! oí thc lacts, but it was ( arbonell who fint advo- 
cated thc dea oí a tncootmcntal conierencc and of evtablishtng spe 
cul Imks with black Africa In fact. he pcrccivcd Africa as playing a 
ptvotal role :n hi» tncuntinemal proposal That idea took íonn whilc 
he was ambaiMdor to Tonina in 1959 Tums was thcn harbonng 
Afanan gucnilla leader*, was frequently visited by Frantz Fanón, and 
was a meetmg point fot Afncan radicáis. . Pcrsonally, it was from 
Carboncll that I hcard thc first rcfercnces to Africa and I know for a 
lact that it was he who brought up thc subicct with Fidel" |ihid |
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convenors oí thc Secood WoddConprwut Black Arases asd Wnters 
he Id m Romc m 1959. and apparent I y met with Hantz Fanón whilc 
in I unís • He was easily the mmt Ahitáronse mus and bol-mtamed 
Castrottc oMtcial on the Third World, particularly Afncan affairs A 
historian and ethnologist, during his ycars with thc Cuban Com- 
mumst party, he had alvo bccomc the most mcisive spccialist on thc 
race question in Cuba

Carboncll atumpted to imprcss on thc rcvolutraary leadcnhip thc 
potcntia) stratcgic imporuñee oí thc Afncan contment m terms oí 
Cuba s relatMmship with the two rival superpcwers But at the time 
as Carta Franqui admití, Cuba s new white rulen werc ill prepared 
for such visionary rcasonmg In 1959 the i<noranee of Cuba s lead 
en, includmg Fidel and the ochen, was practically total on Africa 
he rccalled Thcrc was in íact an attitudc oí contcmpt ta Cuba s 
own Airicanity by a leadership whkh was consptcuously composed 
oí white Cuban* Morco ver. at that time Cuba was entirely cut ot1 
from thc black worid Carboncll * attempts to changc that sute oí af- 
fairs thcreiorc ran into stroog resístante" |ibid |.

Carboncll, howcver, was intent on takmg adsantage oí the environ 
ment creatcd by Castro’» new approach to the racial quemón as a 
forcign policy deviee, the kcy hnk bemg thc recognition oí Cuba s 
racial kiaship with continental Africa To ib» end, he pubhshcd a 
senes oí theoretical arricies in Revolución challengmg the prevalen! 
assumptMinv about the histórica! posinon oí what he temed the 
‘ Afncan Cuban popular ion "* taking care to stress the ovcrwhelm 
ing Aíncanity oí Cuba s national psychology and borne grown 
cultures

Barch threc months afta having been appointcd Havana’s íirst am 
hassador to an Afrkan country, Walteno Carboncll was tack in Cuta, 
h¡» diplomatx carea cut short by an accidcnt The car be wat Rpmi* 
cdly driving accidentally killed a pedestnan in the streeis oí Tanil» 
whcrcupon < arb<>n< II immcdiately resigncd his post

Four ycars oí ciilc in Par», dunng Batista'* regime, had brought 
him into contact with thc exponen» oí radical Aírican nationalism, 
grouped ¿round thc Fedíration des Etudiants d’Afrique Noirc en 
Francc iFEANFI, and with the works of anti colonialists such as Mar 
tuuquans Ai me Ccsairc and Frantz Fanón, Scncgalcse Altame Dwp 
and Chcikh Anta (hop. Haitian Mariist Rene Ikpestre, and black 
American novelist Rxhard WrightJ Carboncll was familiar wübAt



By putting up thc most radical challenge to American dominarum 
in thc histury oí thc hcmitphcrc,* Castro'» rnolutwo had placed 
Cuba «quarely at thc vanguard oí revolutioo ia Latín America The 
Cástrate govcmmcm should, therdore tmtute thc ríes with Africa

Thf hiitonc crtdit of bnkint Afnea and Lattn Aawncti muit be lona to 
thc rrvolutlonarv govcrnmcnt oí Cuba Through such a unm. Cuba 
her wll would he m a pmition lo wicld it» diplomarx inílucixr at thc

Likc Afrxa and Asia, Latín America » underdeveioped and naeds 
to detcnd its nal tonal indtpcndcncc’ iibsd I, Carboncll argued The 
stratcgic advantage ot such a untan sccmed cqually clear "The day 
a South American Afro-Asían bloc comes mto being, no powcr what* 
soever could attcmpt, dircctly or mdirectly, to aggrcss any oí thc 
member» ot such a Solidaritv Commumty oí UnderdeveiopedConn» 
tries Bv sheer wcight oí votes at thc United Nailon», such an enticy 
would breóme thc pccdommant diplomarte world forcé, nppángtbt 
International «cale in its favor" iibid )

Arguing that' gcugraphic distance never detened thc grcat powcr» 
Itom hookmg up thetr mctropolcs to thc colonice by way oí monop­
olice and supeanattonal an ange menta such a» thc Baghdad Pact,
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CENTO, and thc OAS,” Carboncll emphasizcd thc nccessitv for thc 
Cuban revolution to promotc thc building oí a tricontincntal powcr- 
base "Such a unión is possiblc As a surt, thc ncit mecting oí un- 
derdeveioped countnes should be made to uke place in Cuba, which 
ha» seized thc diplomarle leadership oí all Latín Amenca” (MI He 
listcd íive immcdtate bcncfits to be denved (rom thc conventng, 
under thc Cuban aegi», of a tricontincntal confcrcncc in Havana

1 Cuba’* diplomarle position would be cnormously strengthened
2 The OAS, wherc only "thc most spunous mterests” then pre­

sa11cd, would rec ei ve a fatal blow
3 The hasis for a Latín American-Afro-Asun entente at the United 

Nations would have been laid
4 The supcrpowers would be torcedlo negocíate onancqualtooting 

with rcvolutionary govcmmcnts and have to rcnouncc their ag­
grcss i ve destgns against thcm

5 The possibihty for trade cultural, and even militan rclations 
among Third World countnes would mercase ¡ibid I.

Whilc perecí»mg Africa as tbe most dynamic componcnt oí thc 
Afro Asían bloc-prccisely bccausc oí its singular history of intense 
oppression—Carbonell saw Latín America as politically thc most ex­
per ienccd of thc cont inen t$.‘ * 'The countnes oí Latín America had tbe 
good fortune oí achieving their independen^e onc hundred ycars be 
forc Asia, Africa, and thc Middlc East Today, however. Latín Am­
enes happcns to be lesi frec t han tbe Afro-Asían sutes takcn as a 
wholc ' ' Through a partncrship with thc Afro-Asían world. Latín 
America could retrieve its vanguard role and reassert its indcpcn- 
dente "Latín America can rccovcr the leadmg role it played durmg 
thc ninctccnth ccntury bccausc írom an industrial standpomt it is 
better cquippcd than the sutes of Asia, tbe Middlc East. and Africa 
Morcovcr, it is less bound to tradición, and thc conflict bctwccn 
archaic and modero social stnicturcs is less sharp Additionailv Latín 
America emoys a grcatcr hnguisnc unity than thc underdeveioped 
countnes of thc other contincnts” (ibsd)
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do w elI to tollow I he indcpcndcnce oí Ghana and Guinea, tbe anti- 
impcrialiu tevolution in Iraq and thc upsurge oí a strong anti- 
cotomal movement in Asia and Africa could all be naced in onc way 
or another to thc spint of Bandung” (ibidj. Bandung had laid the 
Mundano»! for a stratepc powcr bloc independen! of the two rival 
powcts th.it »o tar dominatcd world polines. "No matter how powcr* 
ful a countty,” Carbonell argued, "it will be mcapable oí imposing 
its policies on another if not backed by other States. The United 
States would not daré impuse it» policy on Cuba through the OAS 
werc it nut for thc uipport it inustcrs trom a group oí democratic' and 
tvranmcal States |ibid.) Nassente Egypt wat ablc to resist westem 
impcnaltsm without, at the same time, surrendering its sovercigoty 
to the USSR, bccausc it could rcly on its own strategie powerbase— 
thc Afro Amih bloc |ibid.|.

It was imponible for a modero State to survive outside ot the con* 
text oí powcr bloc anangements, let alone succcssfully defeod its 
national M»\crcigntv The world is divided mto blocs: the bloc eí 
western ¿apiulist countnes, and the bloc formed by Russia and tbe 
other Socialist sutes Outside oí blocs' no country can cxcrcoe any 
real iníluencc on International aííairs. . . . For that rrason, Airo-Auan 
govcmmcnts have íeh obliged to scck unity in order to íorm a third 
bloc to detend their nation.il sovcrcignty much more succcssfully and 
exert their mflucncc on world cvcnts" (ibid. I Communist Yugosla 
vu, Carbonell ctplamcd oífered a good examplc oí the impotencc ai 
a statc that attempted on its own to be indepcndcnt oí thc two super- 
powcrs iibid I Ihe only solution leít open to the Cuban revoluti», 
he surmiscd, was thc íormation of its own powerbase through the 
transíormation ot thc Afro-Asían bloc into a rnconUnanMÍ powcr bloc 
that móuJcd latín America and thc Caribbcan.



Fidel Castro landcd m wintry New York City with a hugc delega- 
non, ignit mg controveray from thc airport to his Iuxutmhis hotel He 
had come wilh a carcfully thought-out plan oí be* to wrofk thc 
Afro-Asían bloc to his side by prescntmg Cuba s case as a typical 
colonial and neocolomal situación ' ’ He mtended to define Cuba as 
a stnctly non aligncd na t ion wbosc position bdwt thc US was no 
difícrcnt trom tbosc oí Egypt and Ghana vis-a-vis Grcar Btttain 
Algeria and Guinea vis-i vts Francc, or thc Congo in respete to Bcl- 
gium Personal contact with tbc Atro-Asían Icaders would overeóme
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United Nanons to tbc tullese extern. Cuba could tben bccomc a 
worid diplomaric centcr, staking out íot itsclf a rule oí thc highcst order 
in che diploma tic hiatory oí ibis twentietb ccntury. Becauac oí tbc 
radicalisra oí our Revolución, and oí its chief, Fidel Castro, thc under* 
developed pcoplcs would look up to Cuba and its govcrnmcnt as their 
guide (Itálica addcd l •

Cuba * population of Ahítan deseent was, in thc eyes oí Carhoncll, 
thc greatest single asset tbc rcvolutionary regime possessed in order 
to build a spccial rclationship with thc black continent, though, 
as Franquí rccalls, “thc mgraincd contempe tben rcigning in Cuba 
for anythmg African, added to thc prevailing ignorante about thc 
African contincnt itself, providcd a bad climate for thc adopnon oí 
|Carbonell*s| project ”*° Not to be exeluded is thc possibility chai the 
regimc might have also íclt uncasy about considering policios which 
could have the long-tcrm effect oí awakcning a son oí dormant cth- 
nic nationalism among Afro-Cubana 11 Be that as it may, and to the 
utter consternación oí Walteno Carbonell, Fidel Castro did eventu- 
ally co-opt bis pruposals Howevcr, as will be secn. Castro went about 
implementing them in the context oí a Communist State irrevocably 
allicd to the Soviet Union. An Afrocentric foreign policy strategy 
dcsigncd to prevent Cuba trom being pulled into the Soviet orbit was 
turned on its hcad The “Carbonell Plan,” in duc coune, bccame tbc

Castro Doctrine" on Africa

Catiro Discovers Black Africa Tf

Progressive govcrnmcnt thr eatcncd with ovcrthrow through dircct 
militar? intervention by thc western impcrialist councries ” No sit­
úa t ion better illustratcd Castro» own pos it ion via-A-vu Yankce im- 
perlalism than Lumumba's predicament bcíorc che western powcrs 
Ha va na* a Identification with the cause oí thc Lumumbius was therc 
íore immediatc Since tnuch of what occurrcd in the Congo bore 
dircct relevante to Cuba s developmg crisis with tbc US., when thc 
Kremlin declarcd its intcntion oí militanly supportmg Lumumba's 
govcrnmcnt in the event of western intervention, Cuba applaudcd 
The Soviet’s pledgc reccived prominen! exposure in thc Cuban media, 
no doubt reílect mg thc hopc that it also he Id truc íoc Castro s regime 
!n a full-pagc arricie, Revolución wannly commended the Soviets 
The carcfully worded text bore the distinc t hypcrbolic language oí the 
Caudillo. “The Soviet Union has playcd a precminent role in thc 
Congolcsc problem The Soviet govcrnmcnt’s oífer oí militar? aid to 
the Republic of thc Congo has certamly brought thc Bclgian interven- 
tionistsand theirNATOaccomplicestoascrccchinghall . . . This 
is thc first time in the hiatory of the USSR that she has playcd such 
an importan! role—and what a role?—in black Africa These are novel 
cvcnts which will go down in posterity in thc hiatory of worid 
diplomacy.*’1*

A few wecki prior to Havana's announcement on Scptcmbcr 13 
that Castro intended to be present at the U.N.*a General Asscmbly, 
thc Cuban leader instructed his foreign ministry to set up an ad hoc 
commission on Africa, Asia, and Oceania and repon back to him on 
thc maior problema of these regions. '• The commission’s hastilv 
draíted repon was to form thc basis oí Castro s foreign policy 
pronounccments bcíorc the U N. The report inaugurated an era oí 
ever-growing Castroite concern for the black continent’s afíairs On 
Scptcmbcr 14, Revolución's beadline read: "Tópica to be treated at 
the U N.: ALGERIA, CHINA, CONGO and CUBA. Fidel Will Spcak 
to thc General Asscmbly.*

Cuba and thc Congo

Throughout thc summer of 1960, Patricc Lumumba, the íicry 
prime minister of a rccently independen! Congo, attempted to fend 
oíf 3 legión of plots to unseat bis nationalist govemmcnt. The Congo 
crisis forced Africa even more to thc forefront of International 
polines The CongoS mdcpcndcncc, on June 30, 1960, had coincidcd 
with Castro’» first maior nationalizations. Subsequcntly, the Congo­
lcsc and Cuban crises evolved in parallcl, each culminating dramat- 
ically in Lumumba's murder and thc October missile crisis. Both 
issucs concurrently monopolized the debates of the memorable 
íiftecnth General Asscmbly of the United Nations in Scptcmbcr 1960.

rhe cvcnts surrounding Lumumba's first four months in powcr had 
riveted Castro’» attention to thc black contincnt.13 Thrcatened by the 
mcrciless intrigues of thc major western colonial powers and the 
U S , that dcícnsclcss ncwborn African country was an important test 
in thc eyes of Ha vana At stakc was the Krcmlin's willingncss, deter- 
mmation, and ability to succor a gcographically distant, weak.
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their hcMUtioo and sature t heu active backing bcvond ihc i radit kmuI 
aMurances oí moral support

Havana was rcadying itsclí íor a militarv confrontatkm with thc 
U S Castro oow wanted to know exactly what action thc non-aligncd 
leader* mtended to take wben thc rapidly approaching bour arn ved 
To lotee their hands, thc Cuban premier mtended to invite them to 
Cuha en masse íor a tricontincntal Third World summit The pro* 
posa!, oí which only Castro** most intímate aidc* were apprtscd, had 
stemmed írom the "Carbonell Plan "

The Harlem Show
It seems that thc US. was mislcd into behcving Cuban Presiden! 

Osvaldo Domeos Ton ado would be heading Cubas delegación to the 
U N until a lew days beíore Castro himsclf arrived.11 Washington 
was apparently caught witbout a plan tor countenng che shock waves 
thc Cuban leader would set oíí As would be thc case over and over 
agim,n Cuban-American rclations witb Castro, initiativc gave him 
a clear advantage, which thc Cuban leader carne prepared to íully es­
pión Washington’i arrogant incptitudc provided him ampie room 
to do so

Castro* s íint opportumty was handed to him immcdiatcly after his 
amval Washington had rcstncted thc movements oí thc Cuban dele* 
ganan to Manhattan A hostilc management oí thc plush Shelboume 
Hotel, where Cuban diplomáis usually staycd, demandad advancc 
payment for thc Cuban de legal ion s «noum The American presa pub- 
lishcd lund stones that portraycd thc Cuban premier and bis roen as 
orgiastic primitiva, plucking chickens m their luxunous suites, 
throwmg lit cigars on expensive carpéis, and cooking their own íood 
on camp stores tn thc bathrooms oí their suites. Evcrything iodicatcd 
a concertad citan to humíllate, harass, and discrcdit Castro and his 
dclcgation

On thc m<»ming oí September 19, Castro per wnally lodgcd a pro­
test with U N Sccrctary General Dag Hammarskiold. who otfcred the 
Cuban dclcgation thc use oí the U.N.'s accommodatioo íacilities 
The Cuban premier retused Castro had a more dramatic move in 
mind which he disdoacd to his immcdiate avies among them Carlos 
Franqui he and thc cntirc Cuban de legal ion would pitcb tenis m New 
Yak s Central Park 19 This was intended to embarras» Washington 
beyond measure, as wcll as vividlv dramatiza Cuba** global positiuu 
as a victim oí North American discnminatory 11eatment and aggrcs- 
sion Wben Castro appnscd Roben Taber and Richard Gibson oí bis 
intentions, howcvct, thc FPCC kaders had a snll more outrageous

As soon as thc US. State Department heard oí Castro s mtcntwm, 
thc sccrctary oí sute hurriedly stepped m to prevent him írom a* 
ploitmg thc US racial situation. The elcgant Commodore Hotel sud 
dcnly oíícred írcc lodgmg to thc entire Cuban dclcgation It was too 
late ” "Fidel and his men packcd their baga and moved to Harlem. 
at thc same time issuing incendiary dcclarations agamst racial dis* 
enmination in thc United States."M

Knowledge oí Castro*s presente in Harlem, once thc cultural ap- 
ital oí black America, sprcad like wildíirc among its residents In a 
matter oí hours, hundreds oí Blacks surrounded the Hotel Theresa in 
swelling thrungs, eííectively blocking traffic in thc arca. Castro's suc- 
ccss in dcíying and mortifying thc American colowus, wrotc an ob­
serva, made him a hero to much larger numbers oí Negrees 
ready to chccr any challenger ol whitc American powcr Great crowds 
turned out to greet the whitc Cuban Castro wben, in pursuit oí bis 
own shrcwd exploitation oí the racial tensions in thc United Sutes, 
he carne to Harlem.’1,4 America s neglccted "linlc Africa," delighted 
at suddcnly being thrust into the world's spotlight. was bursting with 
excitcment.

As soon as Castro and his rctinuc had moved to Harlem, Havana's 
propaganda machinery went into íull gcar "Cuban propaganda em 
phasized thc racial integration oí thc revolutionary island, and thc 
contrast with previous regimes, under which Negrees had heen effcc- 
tivcly excluded írom the smarter tourist rcgions—exccpt, oí coursc, 
íor entenainers or servants-so as not to upset whitc visitors írom thc 
United States. Negro newspapcrt in thc United States noted and ap* 
proved, while througbout thc Amcricas, kaders oí thc dark-skmned 
poor relayed thc messagc.”M

Masa ralhes were convcned througbout Cuba by thc labor unions 
thc Cuban Communist party. and the Movimiento 26 de luí» to 
denounce thc Ku Klui Klan and American racism. Cuban radio, tel­
evisión, and ncwspapcrs produccd storics oí thc New York pólice 
beating Blacks ncar the Hotel Theresa íor shouting, "Wc want 
Castro'" A rally oí onc million Cubans was called together in Havana 
to protcst "the discriminación agamst Fidel," which was likcned to 
that practiced against U S Blacks and black Cubans prior to the Revo- 
lution *• Mai Raúl Castro, who was deputizmg ta Fidel as premier, 
told his chccring audience: "A victonous encmy gave orden to cióse

idea to lodge Castro and his retinuc in America's largest black 
ghetto . Harlem’’0 Castro scized upon the plan cnthusiastically. 
"i Vamos a darle un grán golpe a los Americanos1" (Wc will deal the 
American* a strong blow'l he is reponed to have told his entourage.1'



On Scptembcr 20, (he day aítcr his movc into Harlem, Castro 
rccctvcd a visir from (he man who had plcdgcd to kecp him in powcr 
with nuclear missiles Stcpping out oí hit black hmoutine into Cas­
tro* t opeo arras, Nikita Khrushchev, aII sanie», warmly huggcd the 
Cuban leader on the sidcwalk m from oí the Thcrcsa Hotel Checrs 
and proteged applause carne from the huge crowd oí black Amen 
can» gathered around the hotel That an ene cunto sealing the Soviet 
Cuban mamage had taken place m America» "hule Africa wat 
vymbolic oí thing» to come Khrushchev wat certainlv lust as awarc 
aa Catiro oí the impression their rendezvous in the heart oí Afro- 
America would have on the leader* ot the Afro Asían bloc ”

Rcvealingly. Castro'* lint cncountcr with ofhcial Africa took place 
on Scptembcr 22 m the impersonal UN building rather than m 
Hat Irm—America'» grassroots Africa—as Castro would have cvi 
dently preferred. Only Nasser and Indino Premier lawaharlal Nehru 
íollowcd Khrushchev*» examplc and ioumeycd up to Harlem to meet 
the Cuban leader M (The UN building wat alto (he site for Castras 
incctmgs with Marshal Tito, Ahmed Sukamo. and the oches leader» 
oí the non-aligncd movement |
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window Castro prolongad the suspense tos an cntire day ” In the 
mcantime, he had pul through a cali tu hi» brother in Havana seque»!- 
mg that Maj. luán Almeida Bosque—black chic! oí the army and Cat­
iro*! most loyal íollower sincc ihc day» oí Moneada—be tem 
immcdiately lo New York.” Almeida, in the castcmmost pan oí 
Cuba at the time, wat hurncdly taken to Havana and sent oíf to New 
York lo k>m the until-thcn all-white Cuban delcgauon |ibsd |.

No sooner had Almeida arrived in Harlem on Scptembcr 21 iban 
Castro, bowing at lait to the will oí the masses," appearcd at bis 
balcony window smilmg and waving, his right arm over the shoulders 
oí his trusted black aide The sight brought a veritable explosión oí 
joy from the huge crowd oí Black» M To maximize the eífcct oí 
Almeida*» prescncc, Castro urged him to takc a walk in the Street» 
oí Harlem and mu with the crowd in the company oí Agranan Re- 
torra Institute chieí Capt. Antonio NuAez limcne:11 Dclightcd, ihe 
crowd checrcd Almeida and waved signa that read: "U.S. Jim Crow» 
Fidel lust Likc U S lira Crows Us Negroes!" Ncxt day, the Cuban 
press hcadlined:' ’Thousands oí Americana Checrcd Almeida Whilc 
He Walked Around Harlem,'* ''Brother!' Was the Shout oí the Pcoplc 
to Almeida."” In an cvocative íront-page photo, Revo/ucte depictcd 
Cuba*» white foreign minister, Raúl Roa García, lunching at what it 
desenbed as a Blackvonly Harlem cafetería |ibid ’
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the door* oí the hotel» but musí now watch impoccmly a» the beroic 
population oí liar km opeas its doors to our prime minister. The 
truth, the justicc and the logic oí the Cuban revolution have pierced 
the walls oí he» winnmg over the heart» oí twenty milite op- 
pressed Black» in the United States."”

lo the delight oí the prcdommantly black crowd, Raúl Castro skill 
tul) y brought to mmd the opening oí hotel», une oí the f ir M achicve- 
ments oí Castro » dcscgrcgation drivc Encouraged by the shout» oí 
the crowd |* Fidel, írce American Negroes loo!" Fidel, turo Harlem 
into another Sierra Maestra'*' 'Fidel, si, Ku Klux Klan, no!"|, Raúl 
Castro went on to compare the racial question in Cuba with that in 
the U S, and to link both to the struggle be ing waged tai the Conga:

Tuour hUA h»««<hcn»rf the North. and tothmc who, ledby the pacr« 
l’jtna lumurntu are at thi* \cry uH»nunt Mrumcluig m the Congo, wc 
eitend our gratcíul grccting» to the one and fraternal solidarity lo the 
otber The Cuban nation knows that amoag its people therc flava a 
iratcmitv K»wd on bluod kinship and idcntity with tbose who are thcta 
brother» and u ho are fighting Europcan coloníalism and impcrialMn 
in rcvolutionari Ainca The pcoplc oí Cuba loday uniré In grate! 
wlidanty w ith the catire American petóle whose fricndship tbey want 
to devetop. but cspccially with our tv nty milite black AmartCTO 
brethren who are the mmt ciploitcd and hurailiatcd oí al! Totbeta go 
»ut our tncndxhip and solidanfy |ibid I

Raúl Castro’» words signalcd an entirely ncw direette tal Caatrofre 
toveign policy Tbc hnkagc" proponed in the * Carboncll Plan" had 
now become a íaci Cuba s domestic Africa, the U.S.'» httlc Africa," 
and continental Africa wcrc now inttrconnecied ethno-política! fae­
na» m Havana » thmkmg In that hght, Castro'» Harlem performance 
was Duc rnercl» a propaganda stunt, but a mafor tactical vicuvy aa 
thrce truot» Cuban Blacks had bren made to fccl that their Miiimo 
Líder was being *>ubiccted by the Yankecs to the same segregartotust 
treatment they thcmsclves had experienccd for centuries. U.S. Black» 
bcean to considcr the be arded Híspame from Havana as their personal 
liberator And the leader» oí the ncwlv independen! African State» 
massed m Ncw York íor the Asscrnbly meeting lookcd upon Castro 
with ncw eyes I he short- and long-term political gam» íor the 
Cuban revolution from Castro*» Harlem performance wcrc therdore 
incalculable

Castro*» política! cunning, hi» pcnchant for effective theames, and 
hn capablc handlmg oí the racial weapon wcrc abundandv illustratcd 
throughout hn stay m the U $. Al íirst he refused to appear befare tan- 
rnense crowd» channng Fl DEL, Fl DEL, FI DEL!" below hto hotel
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New» oí these axctings was unwclcomc in Washington, wherc 
plan» fot tbc Bay oí Pigs invasión wcrc alrcady in progresa.» Pcrhaps 
m an attcrapr to rccoup sorac oí thc tcnain test to Castro, Prcudcnt 
Eiscnhowcr threw a laviih luncheon at thc Waldorf Astoria for Third 
World rcprcunta!ives Shunnmg thc event, Castro organizcd bis own
I wdl havc lunch with thc humblc pcople," Castro told thc presa, 

and he mvited thc entirc black staíí oí thc Ihercsa Hotel to cat 
with him

Cuatro Discoven Black Africa

Castro U punges African Leader*

The F ihecnth General Aiwmbly was taking place at a time when 
American Blacks wctc incrcasmgly Afnca-conscious, demanding their 
baste human rights and reclaiming their Aíncan cultural hentage By 
moving into Hartera, Castro had usurpad thc Africana' cmincncc in 
thc eyes oí U S. Blacks Saícly cnsconccd in their luxurious Manhat­
tan hotel suites, rnost oí Aínca's ncw ¡cadera sccmcd intcnt on im- 
prcMing thc western world with their sophistKatcd, política! 
behavior Aínca's leader» had confinad tbeir Aíro American contacta 
to thc élite, whilc Castro had plungcd into thc hcart oí America» 
largest and most cífervcsccnt black "ghetto " Cuba’s Caudillo was 
not hampered by a tense oí iníerionty to western society, oí which 
he was a htghly boro member, ñor was he bound to be politic vis-i- 
vis thc US His mam objective in coming to New York had bcen to 
undernune thc íoundations oí American forcign and domcstic pohcy, 
thcrcby beating thc Yankccs at their own game oí innuendo, hall 
truth, and propaganda

By capitalizing on thc U S.’s racial situation Castro had psyeboiog- 
ically outf lanked Africa s most polit ically radical leader» on their own 
terram Acutc awareness oí this fací may havc prevented men hke 
Nkrumah and Toure írom mecting Castro in Harlcm, which had be- 
come stolen ground More than any other Aíncan leader, Nkrumah 
would havc bcen pamfully aware that Castro had put him at a severe 
disadvantage 40 Ghana'» presidan had done most oí his higher studics 
in black U S. universities He had a long history oí cióse íriendsbip 
with prominent Ncw World Blacks |e.g., George Padmorc, WEB 
Du Bois, Richard Wright, Alpheus Hunton) Nkrumah naturally had 
intended his íirst visit to thc U S as bead oí State oí black Aínca's 
íirst independen! country to be a sort oí homccoming (ibid I Bul 
Castro* s theatríes had cífcctivcly upstaged his anticipatcd triumph

Castro's política! pyrotechnics and seductivc charisma succccdcd 
in imprcssing thc Afro-Asían leader» as well as US. Blacks Imtially, 
Nasser '$ " suspicion oí Castro's tbcatncality and his own prcoccupa- 
tion with cvcnts in thc Middlc East made |him| shy away írom in- 
volvement with Castro."41 Howcvcr, thc Cuban Caudillo’! abtlity to 
muster thc support of black Amenes strongly impressed thc de tacto 
chief of thc non-aligned movement Nasser's unportancc to Castro 
was undcrscorcd by thc fací that he was the íirst non-aligned leader 
contactcd by thc Cuban rcvolution through Che Guevara. In additxm, 
thrcc months prior to the General Assembly, Raúl Castro himselí had

The pccvious day, he had met with a group oí prominent American 
radicáis, including Roben Williams, and bcen visited by Black 
Muslim leader Malcolm X Suspeetmg that Castro sought to use the 
plight of U S Blacks to scorc a psychological coupover che US 
State Department," Malcolm X rcmained noncommittal during their 
mecting * Qucstioncd by lournalists on his impressions of thc rccep- 
tion giren him by black America, Castro replicó: "Before coming to 
thc United States wc alrcady enjoycd grcat sympathy among Ameri­
can Ncgrocs beeauw wc havc always íought against racial discnmi 
nation and kw cquahty Wc emoved that sympathy before coming, but 
now it has increascd cvcn more American Negroes havc grasped onc 
grcat human truth that cvcnonc is happy in Cuba.'*1’ |

On September 15. thc eve oí Castro's mar at hon íi ve hour spcccb 
to thc General Assembly, thc FPCC orgamzed a reccption for him at 
thc Thcrcsa Hotel, to which only the crcam of the kft wmg black m 
tcllectual community was mvitcd. As onc author described tbii 
cvcnt, Fidel Castro anived rather late, and was immediatcly sur 
rounded bv a group of Negroes, cach as imposing in staturc as Fidel 
himsclt Thcy flung thcmsclvcs into his open arras. Everyonc elle 
then *anted to tollo* their cumple, and thete wctc a fcw moment» 
ot pandemónium Foremost among thc black celebritics at thc 
recepción was Roben Williams Alrcady on good terms with Castro, 
Williams»ñame would thcrcaítcr bccomc mextricably linked with 
Has ana» drivc to ciploit thc American racial situation to its 
ahantage

F lanked by Maior Almeida and an imposing retinue of bodyguards, 
Castro callcd Theresa Hotel manager Love B. Woods to his side and 
presentid him with a bust oí lose Martí mscribed, "He who incites 
and propagares racial hatred and opposition is sinning against man- 
kmd " Amid thunderous applause, thc black FPCC cxccutivc, 
Richard Gibwn, then otfcrcd Castro a bust oí Abraham Lineóte with 
thc W.xds From onc hberator to another libcrator."*
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The “Castro Doctrine" on Africa

ln i prívate interview with leítist Frcnch K»umali*t K S Karol, 
Castro rcvcalcd his strategy tor thc followmg day His spccch to thc 
U N be told Karol. would link Cuba'* prcdicament to thosc oí thc 
Congo and Algeria Wnh a somber exprcisión and in a c oní ídem lal 
tone ot voicc,' Karol latcr wrote, “he inlormcd us that his spccch to 
the United Natrón* thc next day would be very hard to pul aero** 
Cuba i case is almost idcntical with that oí the Congo and Algeria,* 
he laid

When Fidel Castro addresscd thc U N General Asscmblyon thc ai- 
ternoon ni Se pie raba 26. he wai assured oí an ovcrwbclmingly poní* 
uve rcccption As onc analyst pointed out, Bctwccn thc Bandung 
Conícrcnce and its succcssor, thc Bclgradc Conícrcnce OÍ 1961, in 
which Cuba panicipatcd and obtaincd signiíicani suppoct, twcnty-onc 
ncw mdependent sutes werc carvtd out o! Bntish and Frcnch colonial
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led thc Cuban dclcgation attending thc anmvcrsary celebración* oí thc 
Nasscritc revolución |ibrd ,312)

Ac then meetmg in Harlcm on September 23, Castro’» courtship oí 
Nasser tare trun Naucr met Fidel Castro lor che íirst time m New 
York Castro repeated what Guevara had *aid about thc en- 
couragcmcnt givcn them in 1956 by the way Egypt had itood up to 
thc Bntish. Frcnch and Israelis over Suez and had come out on 
top Nasser went to visit him up chere in thc New York black 
ghetto and he wanted to propose that il the Americana made it ¡m 
posublc Cor Castro to attend che United Naüona then thc United 
Nación* would have to be moved to some other country” (ibid., 313, 
3|4) The fací that both Nasser and Nchru lourneyed uptown to 
Harlem could be seto as a vKtory in Castro** campaign lor protección 
by thc Afra Asían bloc, though the proposal to convene a trie ominen 
tal non aligncJ sumtnic in Havana did not go down wcll

Foreign Mmister Raúl Roa had even traveled to Bclgradc carlicr in 
Wfs) to convence Marshal Tito to tonvene a * Conícrcnce oí Hungry 
Nations** in Havana Had it materlalizcd, such a summit would have 
transfonned Havana into thc Latín American pole oí non-alignment- 
a tremendou* psychological and diplomarle blow to Washington. 
Afro-Asían leader*, howcvcr, werc unwillmg to acccpt such a 
jvopoul In Ncw York, thc Caudillo insisted on the idea, was tumed 
down, and grudgingly left enalten at that. (Six years later, he con­
tened a Tricontincntal congres» in Havana but that, too was 
snllbom I

Cuatro Diicoven Black Alnca

po**c**ion» in Africa ln all crrcumstanccs . sovcreignty was 
a word to takc scnously. Thu» when Fidel Cauro'» Cuba appearcd on 
thc sccne in the United Nations, there werc scorcs oí Afro Asían 
countries prepared to givc ir a sympatbctic beanng"M

Castro began disarmingly by detailmg the harassment that had 
torced his delegación to scek refuge in "a modest hotel, a Negro hotel 
in Harlem.”*4 The Cuban premier said he wasawarc that “to some 
gcntlcmen, a modest hotel in Harlcm, where the Negrees oí the 
United States live, could not be anything but a bree bel” (ibid.). Aíter 
a long historical review oí Cuban-US. rclations, Castro concludcd 
that his country’s positrón was not excepcional. "Cuba's is not an iso- 
lated case. It would be a místakc to think so. Cuba's case is that oí 
all thc undcrdcvcloped countries; it rescmbles that oí thc Congo, oí 
Egypt, Algeria. In short, although we have not retened spccih- 
cally to thc rest, thc case oí Cuba is tbat oí all thc undcrdcvcloped and 
colonial countries” (ibid., 130).

Establishing a parallel betwccn Col Joseph Mobutu, wbo had iust 
deposed thc legitímate Lumumba govcmmcnt, and dictator Batista, 
Castro condemncd foreign interventrón in thc Congo and plcdgcd 
Havana’s backing lor thc Lumumbists Cuba would also support thc 
Algcnan and South Aírican revolutionary strugglcs. "We are, thcrc- 
forc, on the side oí the Algerian peoplc, as we are on thc side oí thc 
rcmainmg colonial peoplcs in Africa and on thc side oí the Negrees 
against whom discrimination is excrciscd in thc Union oí South 
Africa" (ibid., 132).

Altcmatcly speaking as thc authonutivc, scW-confidcnt leader oí 
a maior power, then as a plaintivc rcprcaentativc oí a poor, be- 
Icagucrcd Third World natrón victimized by thc bullying tactics oí a 
superpower, Castro rcpcatcdly drove his pomt homc Cuba was an 
American colony. "The diíficultics which thc peoplc oí Cuba have 
had with thc impcrialist Government oí thc United States are thc 
same difticulties as Saudi Arabia, or kan or Iraq, would cncountcr ií 
thcy nationalizcd their oil. The same diíficultics werc cncountered 
by Egypt when it, quite rightly, nationalizcd the Suez Canal.
Instante* oí the nature oí these diíficultics are provided by thc sur- 
prisc attack upon Egypt, and thc surprisc invasión oí the Congo" 
(ibid., 131).

The rcvolutionary procesa uníolding in Cuba, according to Castro, 
was an integral pan oí the general movement towards dccolonization 
in Africa Cuba was a non ahgncd State, struggling to recoso its 
national sovcreignty Cuba was opposed to military and ideológica!
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I be oco-abohtMMU*t imagen that had endeared Castro to Black 
Cuta surtaced once agam a* be spokc to his UN audiencc oí tbc 
New Afraj Adoptina i tatherly tone, “ while African leader* Intencd 
micntly. Castro now proclauncd,

I ,h< Ahita wc set rcprcxnied befe bv leader* likc Kwamc Nkrumah 
and Sekou Toure, thc Afnca oí Namcr % Arab world |is| the truc Aína, 
the opprcued continent, tbc c iploitcd continent, tbc cuatinent wtach 
WM thc hrthplaccat radiums oí «lave* this Atnca whotc pasi t» so hdl 
oí antunb To thn Africa wt tare a duty w ■■** aaw ir trota thc 
dancer <w destructxm Jtahct added l M

Cuta supportcd thc proposal made by Ghana that Atnca shouid 
be tleared oí militan tases and thus oí nuclear wcapón bases, inother 
words thc propusal to tice Atnca from thc penis oí atomic waf' 
,ibsd ) Castro asked Whv thould wc not also go torward towaad 
freting ccrtam parts oí tbc world froto the danger OÍ nuclear warF’ 
iibid ’ That much tbc world owed Africa, he said

let thc otber comunes makc tome recompense' Lxt thc West makc up
• tale ter wtat it has nade Africa tulfer, by pee wrvmg it hom thc 
danger <4 atoran wat and dcclarmg it a tree roñe as lar as ibis peni te 
cocucrncd Lct t»atitnx bates be cMablithed there* (ven tí wc cando 
nothint cite, let thi» continent at Icaat remara a sanctuary where 
human lite mav be peeserved' ubid I

Cauros insistente that Africa be "saved" from dcstruction 
betraycd thc tense o( mistión that would thereafter charactenzc 
flavinas powmg involvement m African affairt. And onc cannot 
avoid dtawing par aliéis betwccn his protective concern lof the black 
continent and his patcrnalislic approach to Cuba'» do me «I* Africa.

The Cuban leader * first mator policy statement oí the Castro 
Doctrine" on Africa can be summarized in three main points Cuba 
and Africa are linked by histórica! bonds (the «lave tradel and by com 
mon contcmporary real it íes (undcrdcvclopment and dccolonizationl 
Cuba supports thosc (orces on the black continent whosc anti 
imper lalism quahfies thcm as the tnost representar ive voices oí the 
' New Africa." Finally, Cuba ha* o duty to perform towards Africa 
lo protect her from the manifold dangers of impcnalism

Castro* was an impressive showing at the UN He proved his abil 
11y to galvanizo black America, to put Washington on thc defcnsive, 
and to mfluencc thc very Third World leader* Moscow was so assid- 
uously courting. Thcse factor* bore grcat tactual impórtame to 
Soviet policy makers. Castro'* triumph in America * "lióle Africa," 
his newly formed connections with continental Africa, signalcd thc 
sort oí latilude Cuba could enjoy on thc black continent.

The penetral ion oí Africa and tbc Arab Middle East wcrc thc 
Kremlin'* top strategic pnoritie* in tbc Third World Castro * clear 
ascendancy over the chieí Afro-Asían leader*—particularly thosc oí 
Africa—must havegivcn Moscow much pause. On the otherhand, íor 
all tas talk oí "colorblindDess," tbc white leader oí revolutionary 
Cuba alrcadv bad his eyes riveted on a goal to which he would assign 
a growing priority and incrcascd resources the extensión oí Cuta s 
political influcncc to black Africa. To this end, Fidel Castro would 
thereafter stram hi* rhetoncal ingenuity to the breaking point to de 
fine and project an Afrophilic foreign policy profile
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blocs ( uta was opposed to colomalism, impcrialism, and apartbcid 
The attcntion oí African leader* íocused les* on thc histórica! tack- 

gruund of Cutan U S relations and their present conílict than on 
Castro’* pointed insistcncc on cstablishing a parallc) betwccn Africa 
and Cuba In fact, thc Cuban premier had devoted about ooe bouroí 
hisU.N addrcss to stress that pomt Sel! eoofidently, Castro «mgkd 
out Ior Harten thosc African leader* who met with bis approval He 
ptaised their continent as "that Aínca which wc are beginniog to 
know today, not thc Africa pictured on the map or in novel* and 
Hollywood films, not thc Africa oí semi-nnked tribesmen anned wirh 
spears, rcady to ron away at the íirst cla»h with thc white hero, that 
white hero who became more hcroic thc more African native* he 
killed" litad, B3|

He «cerned imbued with thc same "senae oí duty of a member oí thc 
chic who beheved that he knew that he must determine thc aim» and 
Icad thc masse* to a happier íuture Despite his lavith praisc oí 
thosc African leader* who met with his approval (Lumumba, 
Nkrumah, Tourtl, it i* questionable whetber Castro coosidcrcd thcm 
to be his equals
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THE NEW AFR1CAN“POLÍCY

AT HOME

lt would take some ycars for thc ful! política) impact and African 
Kpcfcus»ions oí his Harían performance to be aatcMed but Fidel 
Castro’» íirst maior victory in his courtship oí black Africa was cer- 
tainly his visit to Harían. The Cuban leader retumed from his U N 
expedition in tnumph and immcdiately addrcssed a mass rally 
thrcatcnmg to scizc thc American-owned Nicaro nickel mines ex’ 
coriating American racism, the Ku Khix Klan, and the colonial dómi- 
nation oí Africa.1 Castro's message was clear his regime was fighting 
thc same cncmy which oppresscd black Africa and kept American 
Blacks at bay ‘Thcrc are in the very entráis of the US. empire," he 
said, "twcnty million oppresscd and cxploited Negroes whosc aspi- 
rations cannot be met with a fistful of dollars. It is a much more 
scrious problem bccausc such aspirations can only be satisfied with 
matice*” (ibid.). He then announccd that two oí Africa*» most pres- 
ugious Icadcrs—Gamal Abdel Nasscr and Kwame Nkrumah—would 
be visiting Cuba within thc next fcw months.1 (However, neither was 
cver to show up in Cuba.)

Indccd, Castro had pulled off a great coup with long-lasting effeets 
and implicarions. He had diplomar ically defeated the world’s forc- 
most supcrpower, politically dwarfcd the most radical Afro-Asian 
Icadcrs, and, psychologically, begun to cast a protectivc shadow on 
a most strategic zone in the Third World. Havana’s self-proclaimcd 
duty to "save Africa" from imperialism appears to be a subtle trans­
ía orno the black continent of thc ethno-political strategy Castro 
had succcssfully applicd to Cuba’s domestic Africa. Ya at the historie 
U N mccting in Septcmber 1960, Kwame Nkrumah had outlined a 
wrt of "Hands-oíf Doctrine" for Africa. Guiñean President Sékou 
l ouré had wamed that "Africa has ccased bccoming a prey to bccomc 
hursclf |As Touré spokc befóte thc U.N., the world press was head- 
limng uprisings by and massacres oí Blacks in Rhodesia, the ficrcc 
'trugglc in thc Congo, and the wideningoffensive of the FLN torce* 
m Algcria.*)
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Castro had succeeded in making his first African ally an unwilling 

eyewitness to his escalating confhct with the most powerful super- 
power. It is not unlikely that both Nasser and Nkrumah, whom Cas­
tro had invitcd to Cuba at the same time as Touré, demurred out of 
íear of being manipulated into just such a highly embanassing situ- 
ation. But exactly two years later—at the height of the October mis- 
sile crisis—Touré would categorically refuse to take the next step, 
from witness to accomplice.

Touré's two-day stay in Cuba was emotionally charged for the 
majority of Cuba's population of West African origin. Corning from 
the farthest comers, black Cubaos had poured into Havana hoping for 
a glimpse of the African leader. The throngs that lined Touré's route 
from the airport to the capital could be heard shouting "Africa! Africa! 
Africa!"11 Revolución reponed that a black woman broke down, cry- 
ing, "Africa, finally! .. .",l For theoccisión, thenewspaperrecalled 
the slave trade that had transplanted hundreds of thousands oí West 
Africans to Cuba, emphasizing that a good many of them had come 
from Guinea (ibid.j. Touré thus appeared to be the living embodiment 
of a new phase in the historical process that had linked Cuba to Africa 
since the sixteenth century.

For black Cubans, Touré's visit was cause for ethnic pride, for it 
was the first time they had seen a black head of State. "When I saw 
Touré," explained onc Cuban Black, “I had to fight back tears. For 
the first time in my life I íelt proud to be Black. I was brought up 
to think of Africans as naked savages living in trees. But here was an 
African who was a president! Now I am dying to go over there and see 
what it's really like."13

Black Cuba's pride in Touré's visit provided all the more reason for 
solidifying its bonds of gratitudc with the regime and the man who 
had made such a thing possible, as Castro had most likely banked on. 
The Caudillo's intention to fully capitalizo on Touré's visit, both for 
domestic and extemal purposes, was evident from the start. On hand 
at the airport to welcome the Guiñean president and Banking the 
Castro brothers and Ché Guevara were Cuba's black army chief, Maj. 
luán Almcida Bosque, and the black deputy forcign minister, Dr. 
Carlos Olivares, who was suddenly removed from his high-ranking 
post some months after Touré’s visit and sent to Moscow as ambas- 
sador. (A lawyer, well-versed in intcmational affairs, and a veteran 
member of the Cuban Communist party, Olivares had been in­
strumental in Castro’s earlier "racial reform" drive. He fought the 
idea of proportional ethnic representation in the revolutiohary cabinct
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The day following the Guiñean leader's U.N. address, the Demo- 
cratic party candidate for the U.S. presideney, John F. Kennedy—a 
personal fricnd of Touré and the man Castro had called “an illiteratc 
inillionaire" during his U.N. specch—cchoed Touré's stand. Employ- 
ing the "ncglect-of-Africa" theme in his campaign against Republi­
can rival Richard Nixon, Kennedy had declarcd, "We must ally 
ourselves with the surging tide of nationalism in Africa."5 Both 
Castro and Kennedy had dccided on strategies which depended on al- 
liance with Africa. The coincidence oí the strategies of the aspiring 
American president and the cmbattled Caudillo even extended to 
their choicc of Sékou Touré as the African leader who was most suit- 
able for such purposes. Assiduously courted by both Washington and 
Havana, Touré's ambivalcnt loyaltics would thereafter color his reía- 
tionship with both govcrnments. They would eventually become a 
major obstacle to Castro’s first attcmpt to create an African 
bridgehead.

"Africa, Finally!"

Castro’s African strategy seemed to have begun to yield results in 
early October of 1960 when an Egyptian delegation, headed by Egypt's 
Minister oí Economy Abdel Mounem Kaysouni arrived in Havana? 
Then, on October 8, the Cuban leadership announced the imminent 
arrival of Sékou Touré. (Revolución devoted a full page to reproduc- 
ing the most significan! portions of the Guiñean leader's speech to the 
U.N.') The prospect of Touré's visit to Cuba naturally caused concern 
in Washington. Perhaps secking to plácate the U.S, by de- 
emphasizing a visit that for Castro was yet another grand psycholog- 
ical and political coup, Touré told a press coníerence that Cuba was 
merely one stop in a tour that would take him to the U.S. South, 
Cañada, and Haiti. He pointcdly rcmarked that the tour had been 
planncd long in advance.’

With Havana threatening daily to take drastic stops against all re- 
maining American economic interests in Cuba, both Washington and 
Touré may have reasonably fcared that Castro would seize the occa­
sion of his visit to dramatically announce a Cuban-style Suez coup. 
And, indeed, on October 14, immcdiatcly after the Guiñean leader 
had arrived in Cuba, the Council of Ministcrs adopted a law nation- 
alizing all banks, sugar rcfinerics, railroads, building firms, and other 
American-owncd interests in Cuba.’ Phillip Bonsal, the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Cuba, was promptly recalled for "prolonged consulta- 
tions."10
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as a "reactionary" black demand. He eventually fell from favor with 
Castro, and was summarily recalled from Moscow and consigned to 
obscurity in che carly sixtics.)

Saluting Touré’s arrival, Odón Alvares de la Campa, secretary 
general for foreign aífairs of the powerful Confederación of Cuban 
Workers, said, "Today we host the liberator of a territory from 
whence a long time ago another abominable imperialism took alavés 
and brought thcm to our land. Thanks to the January revolución and 
the abolition of an archaic and unjust system of racial discrimination, 
these (íormer slaves| have now become our brothers!*'14 Revolución 
devoted full pages to the history of Guinea and to a biography of 
Touré that compared him favorably to Cuba's own Liberador (ibid., 
16). "With Sékou Touré and Fidel Castro," proclaimed onc article, 
"Africa and Latín America, which sharc a great many common tra- 
ditions, have met again" |ibid.|. Lunes de Revolución, the weekly 
voice oí the Castroite intelligcntsia, transformcd an entire fifteen- 
page issuc into a supplement entitled "Africa Today."1*

Touré ended his visit with much fanfare. Cuba and Guinea had 
signed cooperation agrccmcnts that included scholarships granted by 
Havana for training Guiñean students in Cuba. It is not insigniíicant 
that in the íirst accord betwcen the Castroite regime and an African 
country, Cuba appcared as the donor and Guinea as the recipient. The 
terms of that relatlonship were never to be reversed. The political and 
intellectual initiative oí Cuban/African relations that Castro had 
taken at the fiíteenth General Assembly was being Consolidated in 
concrete terms.

Havana's dcsire to quickly consolídate its first African connection 
was evident in the delibérate speed with which a Cuban ambassador 
was sent to Conakry less than two months after Touré’s visit. The 
man chosen for the post, Dr. Salvador García Agüero, was a veteran 
Communist party theorctician on the racial question, and, appropri- 
ately, black Conakry's own envoy, Ambassador Soumah Naby Issa, 
arrived in Havana one ycar later. This may well have been another 
indication of Touré’s cautiousness in not wanting to be implicated 
any further in an already complex situación.

‘’Blood Links" vs. Rcalpoiitik
The Castroite leadership may have underestimated the full emo- 

tional and ethnic impact of Touré’s visit on Black Cuba. As Carbonell 
had insisted, Africa lay powerfully dormant in the psyche of most 
Cubans despite centuries of adverse propaganda and degrading stereo-

Carbonell hailed Touré’s visit as a landmark for Black Cuba. He 
reminded that it was "Spanish colonialism |which| severed the rela­
tions of kinship and friendship between Cuban Blacks and the Blacks 
of Africa."

i
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types. Touré’s arrival in Cuba had unquestionably awakened a sleep- 
ing giant that Castro had intended to keep indefinitcly at rest with 
his integrationist racial reform drive of the previous year. Latent in 
Black Cuba's responso to the Guiñean president was evidence of a 
strong, clandestine cthno-cultural nationalism. Men like Carlos Fran- 
qui, who had criticized Castro's cavalier approach to Black Cuba, saw 
the full implications oí the event. "Sékou Touré’s visit to Cuba in 
1960 was that year’s most importan! event for Cuba, viewed from the 
angle of the ethnic and cultural structure of Cuban society," he said. 
The Cuban population was basically derived from two original 
eradles, Africa and Spain. "But while white Cubans had found a 
powerful and emocional theme of identificación with Spain, the other 
Cuba, which originated in Africa—black Cuba—continued to be ig- 
nored and despised. The real beginning of a rediscovcry of Africa and 
of the black world as such bogan in 1960 and was highlighted by 
Sékou Touré’s visit to Cuba. ... In a concrete sense, Touré’s visit 
brought to the surface the question of what I may cali 'clandestine 
Cuba’—black Cuba!’’14

Taking full advantage of Sékou Touré’s visit, the man who had 
provided Castro with the first Afrocentric foreign policy strategy went 
on the offensive. Increasingly pessimistic about the rcgime’s handling 
of the ethnic question in Cuba, Walterio Carbonell grew apprchen- 
sive of the motives behind Castro’s courtship of the black continent. 
An Afrocentric foreign policy, in his opinión, was either inseparable 
from the revalorization of Cuba's domestic Africa or it was a politi- 
cal fraud.17 In a provocative essay published by Revolución while 
Touré was still on Cuban soil, Carbonell reminded the Cuban leader­
ship that it was chiefly Africana from the Guiñean Gulf who had built 
Cuba’s prosperity during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.1* 
These very slaves, he insisted, had also freed Cuba from the Spanish 
yoke. Moreover, their relentless struggle against slavery and colonial­
ism had been the incubator of Cuban national consciousness |ibid.|. 
The underlying message seemed clear: the rcgime’s desegregationist 
emphasis fell far below the accumulated cxigencies of centuries of 
ethnic, economic, and cultural opprcssion. Access to the beaches, 
botéis, restaurants, and work centers was no substitute for the eth­
nic democratization of Cuba's new cultural and socio-political 
structures.
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The official birth oí Cuba's African policy, dramatized by Sékou 
Touré's visit in October 1960, coincided with the resumption oí a 
silent, protractcd, and relentless war against Afro-Cuban religions and 
also against any autonomous ethno-culmral manifestations by Cuban 
Blacks.21 Three weeks after Touré's visit, a six-month long seminar 
on ethnology, "folklore," and culture was convened by the Cuban 
government's cultural and educational affiliates. The seminar led to 
the organization of an Instituto Nacional de Etnología y Folklore in 
December 1961.22 Headed by two Híspame Cubans, Dr Argeliers 
Léon and Isaac Barreal, the Institutc's role was to rcsearch the full im- 
pact of Afro-Cuban music, dance, mannerisms, national psychology, 
and traditions.

From the outset, the study oí Afro-Cuban religions and brother- 
hoods (Mayombé, Lucumi, Arara, Abacuál was one of the Institute's 
priorities. To judge by the pressing tone with which the beginning of 
such studies was announced, ulterior motives underlay this sudden 
interest: "Religious sects of African origin will be continuously
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Wc must have the couragc to say it in Cuba only the Blacks have kept 
olive the oíd religions oí Africa. They wcrc scvcrcly pcrsccuted for it by 
Spanish colonial domination as wcll as by the so-called "Cuban" 
govcmments that bowcd and seraped to American imperialism Blacks 
are the only ones to have upheld the living memory of the mothcrland: 
Africa! Up till today, Africa continúes to be a taboo continent in Cuba, 
Till now no one has shown an interest in Aírica's cultures or its polit- 
ical currents, whether reformist or radical. It was íclt that being a black 
continent, the cultures or política! aspirations of Blacks wcrc unwor- 
thy oí consideration. Only a revolutionary govcrnmcnt such as that led 
by Fidel Castro could have shown interest in Africa and invited to Cuba 
the tnost radical oí its leaders: Sékou Touré Many rains have had to 
fall on Cuba and Guinea for these two peoplcs, united by blood, cul­
tural traditions, music, customs and psychology, to have reunited (Ital- 
ics added.) |ibid.|.

Despite its laudatory tone for the Castroitc regime, CarboneU's ar- 
ticle implied clcar warnings: the revolutionary government's sudden 
interest in black Africa should not be utilitarian; the attitude adopted 
towards Cuba's predominant Africanity would be the test of its sin-’ 
cerity; the revalorization of Black Cuba had to go hand-in-hand with 
a political concern over continental Africa. In this regard, the Castro 
government's position on Afro-Cuban religions, the repository of 
Cuba's most powerful cultural distinctivcncss, was fundamental.
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popular culture. The government's refusal to see them in that light 
could only open the doors to reactionary and racist cultural policies 
within the new revolutionary setting. For Afro-Cubans, wrote Car­
bonell, African religions "prevented Spanish colonialism from des- 
troying their rich ancestral experience."

Thanks to the vitality of these religions, black music could survive: the 
rhythms and music that gave birth to Cuban music, the highest expres- 
sion oí our culture. 1 have said that these religious organizations have 
played a politically and culturally Progressive role in the forging of our 
nationality. This statcment may surprise many, bccausc up till now the 
contrary thesis has prevailed, that is, that black religions are a 
manifestar ion oí savagery. That was precisely the view upheld by the 
ideologues of Spanish colonialism and their progenitor, the reactionary 
bourgeoisie. As a matter oí íact, the silencc of certain revolution­
ary writers conceming the political and cultural role of these cuita of 
African origin is becoming highly suspcct (ibid , 1081

Less than three months after publication, CarboneU’s book was 
withdrawn from circulation, then banned on Castro's orders. Car- 
bonell was subsequently removed from the Cuban foreign ministry, 
attacked as a "provocateur" by high-ranking officials, and consignad 
to obscurity. The man who had awakened Castro's interest in Africa 
would be made to pay dearly for that very Pan-Aíricanism. The Castro 
regime, simply, was developing divergent policies towards Afro-Cuba 
and continental Africa.20Domestic Repercussions

The domestic implications of CarboneU's cssay could not have es- 
caped Castro's attention. The Caudillo's rcaction to the trend 
awakened by Touré's visit carne less than six months afterward, 
when Carbonell amplified his criticism of the regime's attitude 
towards Afro-Cuban culture in a highly controversia! book, Crítica: 
Cómo surgió la cultura nacional. Cuba's home-grown cultures, it 
claimed, were cssentially African culture in another dynamic setting; 
Cuba's national consciousness was forged in the slave insurrcctions 
oí the eighteenth and nincteenth ccnturies; the still prevalent official 
history of Cuba was anti-Black; the wholc edifice of white supremacy 
remained standing despite the Revolution's racial reform. Pointing an 
accusing finger at "those who are revolutionaries and have contri- 
buted to liberating our country from the domination of the bour­
geoisie, but are incapable of liberating thcmselves from the 
ideological power oí the bourgeoisie,""' Carbonell found it ominous 
that the regime still refused to take a stand on Afro-Cuban religions. 
Afro-Cuban religions, he pointed out, were the marrow of Cuban



101100 Racial Política and Foreign Policy

researched. Studies will be centered on those secta which have come 
into conflict with thc Revolution."’* Actually, what was being an- 
nounced was a frontal assault on Afro-Cuban reiigions reminiscent 
oí the destruction in the previous year of the Sociedades de Color 
(Colored SocietiesJ The first step in that direction was a concerted 
effort to represent Cuba's African heritage as being "cxotic" and 
"folkloric."

Derogatonly tenned "sects" in pre-revoiutionary days, Afro-Cuban 
religious fratemities had bren systematically portrayed as "atavis- 
tic," 'primitive," and even "criminal.** They were accused of being 
a maior hindrance to Cuba's "modernization." Castro himself had 
come to power with these opinions.’* He even considered abolishing 
Afro-Cuban caraivals, replacing them with Spanish corridas, ot bull- 
fights |ibid I Out of his personal distaste for drums, Castro restríctcd 
drumming in public places.11 The growing restrictions imposed on 
Afro-Cuban reiigions and festivities as of 1961 were perhaps as much 
the result of Castro’s negative view of black Cuban culture as they 
were of the apprebensions aroused by Sékou Touré's visit.**

The regime's struggle to stamp out Afro-Cuban religious fraterni- 
lies bccame a permanent fcature of Castroite policy towards Cuba's 
domestic Africa Religious leaders began suffering arrest and at times 
imprisonment in the mid-sixties, and at least one case of execution 
by firing squad was reponed by the end of the decade.1’ Sacred rituais 
were converted into "folkloric" ballets, and rigid discriminación was 
cxercised against culi members in employment. In 1976, a Lucumi 
leader was to tell an African iournalist, "After the Revolution—in 
1972 to be exact—the leadership of the Communist party infonned 
us that thereafter we would have to secute authorization from the 
CDR befóte celebrating any of our ceremonies The CDR is an adiunct 
of the State Pólice and we have been refused pennission over and 
again."1* The Yoruba religión to, however, one oí the most important 
African belief systcms in Cuba. About 7S percent of the Afro-Cuban 
population belongs to it, as well as an ever-growing number of whites. 
"Catholics do not necd pennission from the CDR to celébrate their 
mass," explained the religious leader. “My own son was refused 
membership in the Communist party because to become a member 
one has to ’lead a deán life,* be a ’good worker' and have a good 
‘Marxist-Leninist consciencc * I have come to suspect that my own 
activities |as a religious leader) caused him to be refused member­
ship" (ibid. 44-45).
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The iournalist also interviewed a black Cuban couple, the wife a 
gynecologist, the husband an engineer, who described their predica- 
ment as "cult" members: "As far as we Blacks are concerned, tbere 
have indeed been changes. My father was a cult leader. When he died 
I took his place. The cuits are what keep us permanently in touch 
with the Africa of our ancestors. That's all we now have left. At any 
rato, that's all we had left of our African origins. The change is that 
even that is being takcn away from us. The question we now ask 
ourscives is: did Cuban Blacks origínate in a Spanish province?" 
(ibid., 44-45)

Summing up his interviews, the iournalist remarked that "Adepts 
of the various Afro-Cuban reiigions have been anested for having or­
ganizad ceremonies outside of the days specifically stipuiated by the 
govemment. The ceremonies of certain Afro-Cuban culta have been 
declared incompatible with a Socialist society. Of note is the use oí 
the term sect by the Institute of Folklore to desígnate African 
reiigions in Cuba. The term is in itself significant. Moreover, the 
dances, music, and sacred ceremonials of the culta, all oí which have 
profound religious meaning, have been mounted as folkloric specta- 
cles’ for the amusement and distraction of visit ing foreign delegations 
to Cuba, as well as for Cuban audiences. . . . What I was wimessing 
was an attempt to destroy the valúes ot an entire culture" (ibid , 45).

Anthropologist William Bascom, who studied Afro-Cuban reiigions 
for many ycars, underlined their power just prior to Fidel Castro's 
seizure oí power in 19S9. "The worship of African deities, as it is 
practiccd in Cuba today, is known as santería," he explained. "San­
tería is a vital, growing institution, practiccd throughout the entire 
length of the island, in both rural and urban arcas, in the latter. in 
fact, it is probably the strongest. In recent ycars it scems to have been 
expanding, recruiting addmonal members from thc Negro, thc mixed. 
and even the white population,*'1* Bascom noted.

The Afncan clcments of santería are preduminamlv Yoruba, or Lucumi 
as the Yoruba oí Nigeria are called in Cuba. . . The Yoruba in- 
fluencc is also recognizablc throughout Cuba, despitc regional vari- 
ations, in the ñames of the Yoruba deities, in similaritics to Yoruba 
ritual, in the Yoruba cines named by Cuban Negroes as humes of their 
ancestors, and in individuáis who can stsil speak the Yoruba language 
On a quick inp in the summer of 194S. more than eightv years after 
slavery, it was possible to find Cuban Negrees in towns from one end 
of the island to the other, and in Havana itself, with whom 1 could talk 
in Yoruba. (ibid.)
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By thc cnd oí thc 1960a, and in a way reminisccnt oí the days oí 
Spanish domination, Afro-Cuban religions wcrc "charactcrizcd by 
governmcnt oííicials as prone toward criminal activity."*0 The final 
declaración of the first National Congrcss on Educación and Culture 
in 1971 stated. "The Congrcss considera that luvenile delinqueney in 
itsdistinctivc manifestarnos forras pan oi thc social pat hology which 
must be observed, controllcd and repressed on a nacional scale . . ., 
and following a prcliminary study oí the causes and íactors which 
produce it, thc following points were examined. The importante oí 
mental backwardness and school retardación in the development 
oí this phenomenon. . . The incidence oí problema arising from 
Mime religious sccts, espccially some oí Aírican origin (ñ Artigo and 
abacuA)."*1 This statement, notes Jorge I. Domínguez, is reminisccnt 
of those made by Cuban anthropoligist Femando Ortiz in his Hampa 
aftocubana (1910), where he stressed the "criminality" oí Afro-Cuban 
rcligkms.1*

After conducting a series of interviews with religious leaders in 
Cuba dunng the summer oí 1976, Michel Legre, an Aírican loumalist 
from Ivory Coast, wrote that Afro-Cuban religious meetings had to 
be conductcd clandcstinely, with ofíicial approval sccurcd in advancc. 
"My informaras, all black Cubans who supported the Revolution, 
told me that African religious cults were definitely being repressed," 
he wrote. "Howcver, when I inquired of the oííicials—all white— 
they claimed that all religions were respectcd by the Revolution. 
Ncvertheless, I kept running into a large number oí black Cubans 
who claimed that the govemment was repressing black African 
religions. At any ratc, what is for sure is that those who practicc the 
Aírican cults in Cuba—an impressive amount of Blacks, as I found 
out—did live in fear oí professing their íaith and were reticent to dis- 
cuss the issue with a foreigner.”” (As an analyst has pointed out, 
"Even the térra 'Afro-Cuban' |i.e. Cuban blacks as sepárate and dis- 
tinct) was oííicially discouraged "M)

The repressive policies inaugurated by thc governmcnt against 
Afro-Cuban religions may have been indicative oí thc rcgime's failurc 
to understand that black Cubans were indeed the embodiment of a 
distinct culture. "Whatcvcr their origina," one analyst observed, "the 
various clements of thc black population evolved a cohcsivc Afro- 
Cuban tradition that permeated not only the artistic and intcllcctual 
spheres of Cuban life but also the social and religious aspeets, even 
after thc Revolution. . . In addition, thc survival of African spiritu- 
alisrn and the cxistencc of hundreds of societics devoted to a syncrctic
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worship of Aírican saints has greatly influenced the religious life of 
the island. . . . |S|omc observers agreed that therc might be a trend 
not only toward the integration but toward the assimilation oí Cuban 
Blacks into a whitc-dominated society. Black intcllectuals in Cuba 
have resisted this absorption, claiming that their culture has thc right 
to be fuliy expressed—not just as an obscure, quaint, íolkloric expres- 
sion lacking sophistication or meaning for all Cubans."35

The rcgime's assault on thc very source of Cuba's Africanity at a 
time when Ha vana was forging its first política! tics with black Africa 
indicares that pragmatic exigencias, not sentiment, had led Castro to 
seek an Aírican alliance. Cuban aífairs specialist Jorge Domínguez 
sustains, not without reason, that thc new black revolutionary élite 
bore a heavy responsibility for such an aberrant situation. "The policy 
toward Africa," he remarked, "could picase enough black leaders to 
get them to support the Cuban govemment without insisting too 
intich on changes in interna! race relations: this policy toward Africa 
could co-opt interna! support and require the least changc in intemal 
policies."36

It would seem all the same paradoxical that a white revolutionary 
regime such as Castro's, determined to play its Aírican cards, would 
continué maintaining an Afrophobic stance domestically. This is not 
so, contended Carlos Franqui. “The white Cuban leadership is the 
product of an entirely different culture and Outlook from that of the 
bulk of the Cuban peoplc," Franqui said.

The leadership really does not understand the way of Ufe of that peoplc. 
Where is the contradicción? First of all, in the outlook dominated by thc 
notions of happincss and fiesta Jenjoyment], and thc outlook whcrcin 
Sparta stands as thc prototypical modcl. The spirit of pachanga 
[festival]—thc term itself sounds Aírican—was an importara thing in 
thc Cuban revolution. The opposing spirit was that of thc Spartan revo­
lution. Fidel Castro's outlook is dominated by the idea of a Spartan, 
obedient, laboring, and hcroic revolution based on sacrifice His idea 
is that of a moralistic revolution. That view is inextricably bound up 
with thc Catholic, Hispanic, and caudillista outlook The prob- 
Icm is not one of cithcr "good" or "bad,“ but of mental structurcs

. those young raen who actcd as thc vanguard in that revolution and 
becamc its top leaders were both white and raiddlc clara.*’
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APPENDIX 4 SURVEY:
AFRICAN YOUTH AND THE CASTROITE 

INTERVENTION IN AFRICA1

Cuba's popularity in Africa has never been as strong as it was when 
of ¡ts troops were pcrmanently campeó on the black continent.

At the peak of Cuba's military and política! involvement there, an 
ovenvhebning majority, 72.5 percent of the African youth ques- 
doned, said they approved of Cuba's military interventions in the 
conflicts in Angola and Ethiopia; 26 percent said they were totally 
against them; and only 3 percent were undecided. Given the tremen- 
dous uproar over the Cuban military presence in Africa, it was most 
surprising to see to what extern African young people supported it. 
Por example, at the time when the Cuban military and política! in­
tervention was most conspicuous, 66 percent of the youth inter- 
viewed said they would like to see a Cuban-type regime in their own 
countñes, against only 11 percent who did not agree and 22 percent 
who were undecided (1 percent gave no response).

When this survey was carried out, the Cuban military forcé in Af­
rica had reached 40,000 soldiers as a result of the Cuban intervention 
¡n the Somalo-Ethiopian war (December 1977-March 1978), and the 
tontinuation of Cuban-Angolan military operations against the South 
African-supported UNITA rebels in Southern Angola.

Young Africans placed Cuba (20%) well after the United States 
(45%) as the country where they would most like to be scholastically 
and professionally trained, putting Cuba just ahead of the European 
countñes (17%) and the USSR (17%). The fascination with Cuba in- 
Creased when the question was where they would most like to spend 
aholiday. Cuba ranked first (43%), ahead of the United States (26%), 
all the European countries (18.5%), and the USSR (11%).

What attracted these respondents to Cuba? Cuba’s "economic 
progress" was admired by 27.3 percent, while 16.7 percent cite the 
"policy of aiding liberation movements," and 16.8 percent mention 
the political changes that have reportedly resulted in a real "people's 
deraocracy" in Cuba. The "installation of racial and social equality" 
was cOnsidcred by 15.2 percent to be the greatest Castroite success. 
Yet a large number of thosc interviewed (24%) did not reply.
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Cuba Yes, But. . .
What these African youths liked the most and were the most unani- I 

mous about (72.5%) was Havana's "intemationalist" policy, pie- I 
cisely what others term its " in terventionism.1' Cuba was sccn as the I

Anglophones: Cuba?
I had originally intended to carry out this survey both in an Anglo- 

phone African country and a Francophone African country. Senegal 
and Nigeria were selected.

Only nine out of a hundred questionnaires distributed to students 
at the University of Lagos (May 1978) were retumed, and those were 
only half completed. The others were retumed with "Don't Know" 
written in various places, or almost entirely covered with question 
marks. The attempt to substitute Ghana for Nigeria (May 1978) was 
equally a failure. Only three questionnaires given to the students at 
the University of Legón were retumed entirely completed; fifteen 
were half filled out. 1 thus carne to the conclusión that the young An- 
glophone Africans were not interested in Cuba, knew very little about 
it, and did not feel affected by Cuba’s political and military role on 
their continent.

African Youth and the Castroite Intervention in Africa 373 
country that forced the champions of apartheid to retreat from Angola 
(1975-1976); that flew to the aid of an African State threatened with 
dismembennent (Ethiopia, 1977-1978); and that guarantees the na- 
tional unity of the African States and the inviolability of their borders.

Nevertheless, there were serious reservations when it carne to long- 
term the Castroite policy in Africa. As a student leader from the Ecole 
Nórmale Superieure in Bamako (Mali) explained in June 1979, "We'll 
be for Cuba as long as they're on our side, but we'll fight against them 
ií we ever discover they're manipulating us." (Yet he was among the 
27.5 percent who were convinced that the Cuban intervention in 
Africa was motivated by altruism.) Although the Cuban presence in 
Africa was overwhelmingly approved, the majority of these young 
people were convinced that there were “unavowed ulterior motives'' 
behind Havana's "intemationalist" actions. A considerable number 
(24.5%) were silent on the issue.

The African youths questioned were particularly receptive totbt I 
Cuban presence in Africa. This is explained in large part by theirper- I 
ception of Cuba as culturally and ethnically similar to Africa. He I 
majority (67.5%) thought that Cuba was composed primarilyof I 
Blacks and people of mixed African and Spanish ongin. They íelt that I 
the Afro-Cubans were "at home in Africa" (62.5%), although 35.5 I 
percent considcred them "foreigners" and 2 percent were undecided. I 
None of those interviewed had ever met a Cuban, and the majority I 
(57%) did not know how they would react if they accidentally met I 
one of their transatlantic cousins. Only 1.3 percent admitted they I 
would be mistrustful, whereas 22.2 percent said they would tryto I 
strike up a conversation, and 19 percent said they would invite him I 
to their homes.

Not Well-informed
A striking result of this survey was that only 14 percent gave reía- I 

tively well-informed answers about the Cuban revolution. Although I 
the Castro regime is very popular with the African youth, they lack I 
Information on the economic, political, and social situationotare- I 
gime that 66 percent of them would like to import as a model for their I 
own country. A significant percentage (20%), for example, werecoa- I 
vinced that 50 percent of the Cuban leadership was of African origin I 
("Blacks and Mixed"). When asked to State the threegreatestaccom- I 
plishments of the Cuban revolution, a relatively large number did not I 
know what to answer (24%). Those who mentioned "economic I 
progress" as Castro's most impressive success went on to attribute I 
feats to the Cuban revolution that not even Castro himselí has sug- I 
gested, including "nuclear forcé," "equality of income," and "indus- I 
trial power."

The contrast between the Anglophone and Francophone African I 
youth was most noticeable on this point. The young Francophoncs I 
were infinitely better informed about the Cuban revolution and its I 
African extensions than were their Anglophone counterparts. TheAn- I 
glophones, however, knew more about the problcms in South Aína I
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TABLE II

TABLEI CUBA AS A MODEL
CUBAN MILITARY INTERVENTION IN AFRICA

MALI IVORY COAST

IVORY COASTMALI

MALI IVORY COAST
IVORY COASTMALI... 33% n*

67% .. 29%
TOTAL

TOTAL

Appendix 4
The Questionnaire

Yes  
No 

Altruism .......
Unavowed ulterior 
motives ........

TOTAL: Yes..................
No ..........
No response ....

90%
10%

Yes 
No 

Altruism .......
Unavowed ulterior 
motives

27.5%
48 %
24.5%

55%
42%

i Good 
Bad .....
Undecided 

Economic....... 
International .... 
Domestic political 
Social, Cultural.. 
Noanswer ......

84%
7%
9%

Good
Bad
Undecided.
No response

Economic .........
International ......
Domestic political .. 
Social, Cultural  
No answer ........

17.7% 
6.3% 

15 % 
13.3% 
47.7%

48%
15%
35%

2%
.... 72.5% 
.... 26 % 
.... 1.5%

1. Do you approvc oí Cuba's intervention in African conflicts tud) 
as Angola’s or Ethiopia’s?

1. Do you think that the kind oí society Cuba has would be good or 
bad for African countrics such as your own country?

Altruism ..............
Unavowed ulterior motives 
No opinión .............

Economic ......
Domestic political 
International ....
Social, Cultural.• 
No answer

27.8%
16.8%
16.7%
15.2%
24 %

. 66%

. 11%
. 22%
. 1%

TOTAL: Good .....
Bad
Undecided. 
No response 

...37 % 

...27 % 

... 18.7% 

... 17 %

... 0.3%

2. Do you think that Cuba's actions in Africa have bcen motívate 
by altruism or unavowed ulterior motives? 2. In which catcgory would you place the three greatest accomplish- 

! ments oí the Cuban revolution?
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TABLE IVTABEE III

AFR1CAN PERCEPTION OF AFRO-CUBANSKNOWLEDGE ABOUT CUBA AND CUBAN SOCIETY

IVORY COASTMALI

TOTAL

IVORY COASTMALI
IVORY COASTMALI

1. In your opinión is Cuba composed of Black», whitea or pcople oí 
mixed race?

2. In your opinión are the Cuban leader» Black», whitea oroímixcd 
race?

Black
White 
Mixed

Black 
White 
Mixed

TOTAL: Black ..... 
White ..... 
Mixcd  
No rcsponse

Black ....
White
Mixed .... 
No rcsponse

Black
White
Mixcd ....
No rcsponse

.. 20 % 

.. 49.5% 

.. 30 % 

.. 0.5%

.... 19%

.... 61%

.... 18%

.... 1%

Invite him ....... 
Talk with him..... 
Keep a distance .... 
Undecided ......

At home..
A foreigner 
Undecided

...68%

... 32%

17.3%
23.3%

1.4%
58 %

Invite him .... 
Talk with him. 
Keep a distance 
Undecided ....

62.5%
35.5%

. 2 %

19.5%
22.2%

1.3%
57 %

57%
39%
4%

TOTAL: Black ..... 
White ..... 
Mixed  
No responso

29%
40%
30%

1%

Atborne .... 
A foreigner

At home . 
A foreigner 
Undecided

21 %
21 %

1.3%
56 %

... 31%

... 24%

... 45%

... 21%

... 37%

... 42%
TOTAL: Invitehim .... 

Talk with him. 
Keep a distance 
Undecided ....

1. Do you think that a black Cuban, because of his African origina, 
¡$at home in Africa or do you consider him a foreigner?

MALI IVORY COAST

2 If you accidentally mct a black Cuban, would you invite him to 
your home, strike up a conversación, or would you keep your 
distance?

30 %
32 % 
37.5% 

0.5%
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NOTESTABLE V

CUBA AS A PLACE TO VISIT

IVORY COASTMALI

TOTAL:

MALI IVORY COAST

14

l&

379

$

48% 
19% 
24% 
9%

35%
21%
29% 
15%

43 % 
18.5% 
26 % 
11 % 

1.5%

45% 
17% 
20% 
17% 

1%

13%
3%

55% 
13% 
11% 
19%
2%

All foreign language translations into English are the author's unless 
otherwise attributed.

US
Europe...
Cuba ....
USSR ....Undecided 

US ...
Europe 
Cuba .
USSR .

TOTAL: Cuba....
Europe . .
US .....
USSR ....
Undecided 

Cuba ....
Europe...
US .....
USSR ....
Undecided 

US .....
Europe ...
Cuba . ...
USSR ....
Undecided 

Cuba .
Europe 
US ...
USSR .
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