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The Por tugúese colonies in Africa were not immune to the wave of 

ndependence which swept that continent following World War II. In what was 

:hen known as Portuguese West Africa, in February of 1961 the marxist-oriented 

Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola (MPLA) launched a revolt against 

:he colonial government headquartered in the capital of Luanda. About a month

The small aircraft swept down and landed on the dirt strip. It was night and 

the only lighting was provided by fires burning along the sides of the strip to mark 

it for the pilot

The few passengers disembarked, and the plañe immediately took off again. 

The African dawn was beginning to break. A sitting plañe would be a sitting duck 

for enemy aircraft.

The passengers were taken in hand by soldiers wearing overcoats - a 

necessity in the coid nights. Customs forms were filled out; baggage was inspected.

This was the international entry point into the Free Territory of Angola.

Soon the arrivals boarded a truck for a two-hour ride over dirt paths to the 

óllage of Jamba, capital of the territory.

Contrary to most foreign perceptions, Angola is not a country with a 

guerrilla problem. Rather, it is a divided country, much as Korea is. The larger 

>ortion is controlled by a leftist government supported by Cuban troops. The 

outheastern quarter is controlled by the National Union for the Total Liberation 

>f Angola (UNITA), an anti-communist movement led by Joñas Savimbi. In the 

;rey areas between the two jurisdictions, civil war is fought as Savimbi’s guerrillas 

:ry to expand the UNITA area and as the government and the Cubans fight back 

ind launch occasional offensives.
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later, additional anti-government guerrilla warfare broke out in the northern 

provinces. This involved the more modérate Union of the Peoples of Angola 

(UPA).
The rebellion was ruthlessly suppressed by the Portuguese, and it has been 

estimated that 20,000 black Africans died in the fighting. Nevertheless, the revolt 

smoldered on as the MPLA shifted its activities to the country’s eastern sector, 

continuing its guerrilla campaign from bases in neighboring Zambia.

In 1966, the UPA split into the pro-western, socialist National Front for the 

Liberation of Angola (FNLA) and the also pro-western National Union for the 

Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). UNITA moved its guerrilla operations 

into the south-central región. The rebels conducted standard guerrilla warfare - 

ambushes and hit-and-run attacks - and these persistent efforts tied down a sizeable 

Portuguese forcé. Estimates are that in the late 1960s half of Portugal’s national 

budget was being spent on its forces in Africa. Campaigns against the Portuguese 

were also under way in what later became the independent countries of Cape Verde 

Islands, Guinea-Bissau, and Mozambique.

As often occurs in such cases, young Portuguese officers carne to resent the 

anrelieved bush-fighting and the inefficiency of the bureaucracy running the war 

from Lisboa. For years Portugal had been ruled by a dictator, Antonio de Oliveira 

Salazar. He died in 1970, but his successors continued the wars. In April 1974, 

however, young officers toppled the national government and installed a leftist 

regime that was willing to relinquish Portuguese West Africa (Angola), once an 

orderly succession rule could be insured.

Twice the three main liberation movements, the MPLA, FNLA, and UNITA, 

formed coalitions and twice the coalitions collapsed. When the Portuguese finally 

withdrew in November 1975, they left a country divided by civil war, with the
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Within a few months of this meeting Cuban troops began to train MPLA 

guerrillas both in Cuba and in the Congo. Cuban ships delivered weapons to the 

MPLA through Brazzaville and continued to do so for over ten years. In 1966, Neto 

and other MPLA officials visited Cuba and from that time on maintained contact

UNITA and the FNLA pitted against the MPLA. The MPLA held the capital and 

its port. Through this port Cuban soldiers and Soviet arms and technicians entered 

the country in support of the MPLA. This assistance turned the tide in favor of the 

leftists. Although South African forces and American supplies were sent to aid 

UNITA and FMLA, the MPLA and its Cuban-Soviet allies overcame the opposition 

parties by February 1976.

The first contact between Cuban government officials and the leadership of 

guerrilla organizations fighting to end Portuguese colonialism in Angola is believed 

to have taken place in 1965. The renown Ernesto "Che" Guevara and other Cuban 

officials met with Agostinho Neto, political leader of the MPLA, and his military 

commander-in-chief somewhere in present-day Zaire or in the Republic of Congo 

(Brazzaville).1 About two hundred Cuban troops led by Guevara were at the time 

involved in providing support to anti-government guerrillas fighting against 

Premier Moisés Tshombe in Zaire.

with the Cuban government Angolan Communists were provided a haven in Cuba. 

Some were given scholarships to attend Cuban schools.

The final assault to take over Angola carne after the military coup d’etat in 

Portugal in 1974. The new Portuguese government invited the principal guerrilla 

organizations fighting for the liberation of Angola to particípate in the formation 

of a transition government until the final withdrawal of Portuguese forces from 

that country.
The three guerrilla organizations clashed, however, in a bloody civil war. 

Zambia was offering support to UNITA, led by Joñas Savimbi. This group had also



According to a press report, United States and Cuban officials held high-level 

talks in 1974 and 1975 in Washington and New York about the situation in Angola.2 

Assistant Secretary of State William Rogers made it clear to Cuban officials at a 

meeting that took place in November of 1975 that the United States firmly opposed 

Cuban military involvement in Angola. The meeting did not have any noticeable 

effecL The Cuban Government was already in the process of sending military 

advisers and training personnel. The Cubans set up four training bases for MPLA 

troops at Benguela, Saurimo, Cabinda, and Delatando. The Cubans were supporting

received aid from the People’s Republic of China. The FNLA, led by Holden 

Roberto, was receiving aid from Zaire, North Korea, and the People’s Republic of 

China. The FNLA was also receiving assistance from the United States. It had 

managed to take a large territory in the northeast and set up a capital at Carmona.

South African troops had entered the Southern part of Angola in August 

1975 and were giving assistance to UNITA and the FNLA. They supplied weapons 

and assisted in the organization of a military forcé headed by Daniel Chipenda, a 

former member of the MPLA who had defected to the FNLA.

Cuban Comandante Flavio Bravo and Agostinho Neto met in Brazzaville in 

May 1975 and worked out plans for substantial Cuban military assistance to the 

MPLA The MPLA needed help from the Cubans in order to be able to capture 

power after the departure of the Portuguese. A second meeting is said to have 

taken place in August of 1976 between Comandante Raúl Diaz Arguelles and Neto 

in Luanda. The struggle for power between the different guerrilla organizations 

had put the MPLA on the run. The MPLA requested Cuban military assistance 

soon as possible. Meanwhile, the Soviets were waiting until the departure of the 

Portuguese before they intervened directly to provide assistance to their friends in 

the MPLA
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the MPLA effort to capture power upon the departure of the Portuguese, which 

had been scheduled for November 11

Three Cuban ships with men and an assortment of weapons and other 

equipment arrived in Angola in early October. The Cuban merchant ship "Viet 

Nam Heroico arrived on 4 October, and two more ships arrived within a week. But 

before the Cubans could establish their camps and train a large forcé of MPLA 

troops, the military situation grew worse for Cuba’s allies. South African troops 

began to advance north toward the capital and the FNLA closed in from the north 

toward MPLA-held territory.

The Cuban government then decided to send a battalion of special forces (650 

men) to Angola by air to support the MPLA and the Cuban troops that had arrived 

in October. The battalion was transported by air in thirteen days, starting on 7 

November 1975. The Cubans used oíd Bristol Britannia turbo-prop airplanes, 

making refueling stops in Barbados, Guinea-Bissau, and the Congo before landing 

in Luanda. Preparations began for sending thousands of additional troops by sea 

and air. These would inelude at least one artillery regiment and a battalion of 

motorized troops.

' The troops were carried in Cuban merchant ships, fishing boats, and an 

assortment of airplanes. The logistics, although fairly primitive, were effective 

enough to transfer large quantities of men and materials. Commercial airplanes 

and small cargo vessels were often overloaded in the effort to carry large numbers 

of troops quickly to Angola. Considering that Cuba had never been involved in an 

operation of this type, this was a creditable operation. But the key to success was 

the ambivalence and the lack of direction of the United States on the Angolan 

situation. Cuba would not have been able to intervene in Angola had the United 

States taken a strong stand and prevented Cuban troops from leaving their home 

island.
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Francisco Xavier Lubota.

In February 1976, the Cubans and the MPLA captured the last major 

strongholds of UNITA. UNITA fled to neighboring countries where they 

regrouped. They revived their guerrilla warfare against MPLA. White 

mercenarios - South African and Portuguese - frequently aided UNITA militarily,

The Cuban forces entered combat almost from the time they arrived. Wat 
on severa! fronts at the same time was not easy. The Cubans suffered severa! major 

defeats including one at Catofe, where South African forces surprised them and 

caused a substantial number of casualties. The months of November and December 

1975 were difficult ones. Mistakes were made and the Cuban losses included Diaz 

Arguelles, a veteran of the revolution in Cuba against Fulgencio Batista.

Cuban troop strength continued to increase. Members of the Cuban general 

staff were replaced by younger, júnior officers and were sent to Angola to lead the 

battle./ Comandantes Víctor Cheug Colas, Leopoldo Cintras Frías, Abelardo Colome 

Ibarra, Raúl Menendez Tomassevich, along with the Casas Regueiro brothers, and 

others participated in the fighting.

By the end of January 1976, between 6,000 and 7,000 troops were deployed in 

AngolayCuban planes used the Azores, particularly Santa María Island, between 20 

and 30 December 1975 as a refueling stop. Despite objections from the Portuguese 

government Cuban planes again used the Azores for the same purpose between 10 

and 15 January 1976. The troops were transported in Soviet-manufactured IL-62 

airplanes.

Cuban troops fought three campaigns in less than 12 months against the 

FNLA and UNITA guerrilla forces in the north and southeast and South African 

forces in the south. The Cubans also joined MPLA troops in a bloody campaign to 

defeat the Front for the Liberation of the Cabinda Enclave (FLEC), led by



Africans died in the drive.

taken; some 1,000 guerrillas and government troops were 

quantities of Soviet tanks, weapons, and other equipment

and covert U.S. arms assistance was reportedly received as well. In 1977, UNITA 

initiated a series of guerrilla raids on urban areas in Angola. A rebellion that 

UNITA supported, however, was crushecL

Even so, the guerrillas gained control of an extensive area in Southern 

Angola. The following year a government offensive against the guerrillas failed to 

dislodge them from the areas they controlled. Sympathetic to South Africa and 

vice-versa, UNITA allowed South African forces to maintain bases in its territory 

for raids against nationalist guerrillas in Namibia, also known as South-West Africa. 

By the early 1980s, UNITA guerrillas had extended their control to central and 

southeast Angola. This was the area of the Ovimbundu tribe of which UNITA 

leader Joñas Savimbi is a member. Political and military matters in Africa are 

often determined along tribal lines. The guerrillas won the support of Great 

Britain, France, the United States, Saudi Arabia, and a number of African nations, 

while the MPLA continued to be backed by the Soviet Union and Cuba. The 

protracted warfare destroyed much of Angola’s economy and displaced one-sixth of 

its people, who were forced to become refugees in neighboring Zaire, Zambia, and 

the Congo.^

Over the past few years there have been offensives - or drives, if one prefers 

- by all the parties involved in Angola. The South African Defense Forcé, which in 

1975,1977,1979, and 1980 had entered Angola, again crossed the Namibian border in 

August 1981 to strike at SWAPO bases in Angola. SWAPO is the black movement 

which seeks independence for Namibia.

South African aircraft destroyed radar stations and Soviet missile sites, and 

three task forces of motorized troops drove over 90 miles into Angola. Towns were 

killed. Substantial

were captured. Ten South
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UNITA soon launched an offensive of its own. Savimbi’s troops struck into 

Moxico Province, capturing Lupire on 19 September and other towns in later weeks. 

The rebels were operating 200 miles inside Angola.

In August 1985, the government launched drives against the rebel-held towns 

of Cazombo in the northeast and Mavinga in the southeast. Four motorized 

infantry brigades headed for Cazombo; five brigades moved against Mavinga. The 

offensive was supported by Soviet-made MIGs, helicopters, and fighter-bombers of 

the Angolan Air Forcé.

Savimbi knew that he lacked sufficient strength to retain both towns. His 

forces, therefore, abandoned Cazombo, which they had held for 22 months.

In mid-September, South Africa launched another invasión of Angola. The 

South Africans said they were in pursuit of SWAPO guerrillas again. The Angolan 

government, however, charged that the South Africans were actually fighting its 

troops involved in the drives against Savimbi The government produced the body 

of a South African medical orderly killed near Cazombo. The South African Air 

Forcé was said to be providing air support for the rebels. On 7 October, Savimbi 

claimed full control of Mavinga and defeat of the government forces, who were 

now reportedly retreating under counter-attack and in disarray.

' The Cuban forces have been successful in keeping the MPLA in power but 

have been unable to defeat the UNITA guerrillas. Without the support of Cuban 

troops and military advisers from the Soviet Union and East Germany, the Angolan 

government would not have been able to retain power. The total number of Cuban 

combat troops and technical and support personnel has reportedly reached as high 

as 36,000 at times in the past 10 years. In 1985, Castro stated that to date over 200,000 

Cubans had served in Angola. During the Third Congress of the Cuban Communist 

Party, in February of 1986, several Cuban generáis sporting Angolan combat 

decorations sat among the 1,790 delegates.
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Casualties in Angola have been relatively high in relation to the size of the 

Cuban population. In addition to combat losses, tropical diseases have also taken 

their toll, not only on the troops serving in Angola but also back in Cuba where 

previously unheard of diseases imported from Africa have caused problems in 

agriculture, animal husbandry, and in the general population (Le, AIDS, dengue, 

conjunctivities or red eye, rare strains of VD, and African swine fever, to mention 

only a few>

Much of the heaviest fighting took place between 1975 and 1978, when the 

MPLA was able to consolídate its hold over the Angolan capital and most of the 

national territory with the support of Cuban troops. By March of 1977, the MPLA 

and Cuban forces had stabilized their military control enough for Fidel Castro to 

visit Angola (and several other African countries) and brag about the victory. But 

two months later, in May of 1977, a coup was attempted against Agostinho Neto by 

Nito Alves and José Van Dunem with the support of several army units. The 

bloody uprising was defeated, with Cuban troops playing an important role. Heavy 

fighting took place again in Cabinda Province in June of 1977 against FLEC 

guerrillas, who were routed. In July, about 4,000 more Cuban troops arrived to 

provide additional support for the MPLA^

Despite the additional Cuban troops, UNITA was able to launch a military 

offensive in December 1977 against the government The next year, in April and 

June, Cuban-supported military offensives were carried out against UNITA, but the 

guerrilla units led by Savimbi had by then been able to consolídate their forces in 

tribal lands of people who supported UNITA.
The relationship of the Cuban Revolutionary Armed Forces (Fuerzas Armadas 

Revolucionarias, FAR) with the MPLA began in the early 1960s. At that time, the 

FAR provided instructors to the MPLA, which was operating in Brazzaville, Congo.
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dislodge UNITA from its territory.

The training given the average Cuban is considered by experts to be fair. 

Much better training is given to the specialized Services - air, tanks, and so forth.

, Later the assistance was expanded to inelude material. In November 1975, the

MPLA carne to power in Angola. By June of that year, the first 200 Cuban 

instructors had already been sent there. By February 1976, the number of Cubans in 

Angola had jumped to 9,000, and this included combat units. Today the Cubans 

number 33,200 men, including support troops.

The FAR uses Soviet doctrine in Angola, and has adopted it to local 

conditions. The structure of command of the Cuban forces in Angola is as follows: 

The headquarters is the Missao Intemacionalistas de Cubanos en Angola, MICA. Under 

the MICA are the Cuban army and air forcé units and the advisors and instructors. 

The army is divided into regiments. The advisors and instructors work with the 

Angolan army, air forcé, and navy. The Cubans have complete autonomy over 

their own forces; the Angolans have absolutely nothing to say about them.

The Cuban units in Angola are as follows: 19 motorized infantry regiments - 

seven of these have tanks; two anti-aircraft brigades; and one médium artillery 

regiment There are 1,000 advisors and instructors. The instructors are attached to 

training units. The advisors are attached to combat units and help command them 

down to the brigade leve! The advisors particípate in combat. There are 4,000 

Cubans in support Services. There are 1,000 Cubans in their air forcé in Angola.

The Cubans in Angola maintain four basic defense lines stretching across the 

country. The lower one is of course the one bordering on the UNITA free 

territory. The next one is roughly along the Benguela railway. The third line is 

around Luanda, and the fourth line is in the north, developed as a result of UNITA 

guerrilla actions in that area. The first line, which extends eastward to Cuito 

Cuanavale, has been used three times as the base for offensives. All have failed to
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The Cubans are gaining a great deal of combat experience from Angola. Their 

adventure in this country is providing them with a number of military advantages. 

One, they are testing their command and control structures. Two, they are 

evaluating Soviet equipment Three, they are gaining experience in counter- 

revolutionary tactics. Four, they are adapting tactics and doctrines. Five, they are 

evaluating and practicing air defense. Six, they are obtaining practical experience 

for their pilots.

The FAR is involved in advisory roles, defensive roles, offensive roles, and 

social action. Until 1980, the Cubans participated primarily in offensive actions. 

Since then, however, they have gone more into defensive modes, so that the FAPLA 

- the Angolan Army - can gain more experience in offensive tactics. The Cubans 

advise the Angolan forces in combat and logistics. Some Soviet advisors are now 

working at the brigade level, and indeed in a recent offensive UNITA took out 

several Russians who were actually in the front lines, manning tanks. The Cubans 

maintain the more sophisticated equipment The Cubans give intelligence and 

propaganda advice.

Today 18,500 Cubans are in defensive roles. They protect key infrastructures: 

rail lines, oil wells, strategic towns, and important industrial areas such as those in 

Luanda. They also maintain the early warning systems and the air defense 

equipment and missiles. In the oil-rich Cabinda enclave there are 6,000 Cubans. 

The number was recently increased from 3,500 men. The Cubans serve as escorts on 

logistic routes, and in the area of Luanda and other main urban areas they fulfill 

counter-insurgency roles. In their offensive roles they do reconnaissance. They 

have a reaction forcé along the Southern defensive line, the line that borders on the 

UNITA territory. The Cubans conduct counter-insurgency operations against 

UNITA, they provide cióse air support for the Angolan air forcé, FAPA. The 

Cuban artillery and tank units support the FAPLA.
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Since 1985 the Cubaos have become more involved in directly countering 

UNITA. This apparently is because the FAPLA has failed to do a good job. 

Another reason is that the Cubaos, in defensive roles day in day out, month after 

month, face a horrendous morale problem, and certainly their officers would rather 

see at least some combat.

The social work done by the Cuban troops ineludes medical aid, construction 

of bndges and roads, and emergeney assistance in famine areas. There are 7,000 

Cuban civilians in Angola who teach, construct, do health work, help with forestry, 

the sugar crop and other agriculture, and are also involved in Communications.

There has been friction between the MPLA and the Cubaos. The Angolan 

army resents the Cubans having better food - even better than the population, 

portions of which often are cióse to starving. In addition, the Cubans are taking 

diamonds and wood without payment. Some top MPLA people, according to 

intelligence reports, have become fed up with the Cubans.

Captain Antonio Luis Francisco Mango of the general staff of the FAPLA’s 

16th Brigade, who recently deserted, stated: "Concerning the presence of the Cubans 

in Angola, the Angolan people feel oppressed. They feel oppressed because of the 

role the Cubans play in Angola, Initially we thought they were coming here under 

the banner of proletarian internationalism, but over time we discovered that their 

mission has nothing to do with helping the Angolan people. Their mission is to 

occupy our country."3

In addition to military advantages, the benefits to the Cubans are several. 

First, maintaining a relatively large forcé in Angola keeps unemployment low in 

Cuba. Second, the Soviets pay the logistical cost of stationing the Cubans there 

addition, according to intelligence sources, the Cubans in Angola receive m 

advanced arms from the Soviet Union than even the weapons sent by Moscow
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some 43 million dollars monthly todirectly to Cuba. (Angola also reportedly gives 

help pay for the Cubans.)

As mentioned, keep.ng the troops occupied is a mótale problem. Cubans are 

restricted from any contact with the local population. They are rarely, if ever, 

allowed to go outside Luanda on their own. In ateas where UNITA has operated, 

there is serious friction between the locáis and the Cubans, as the locáis tend to 

support UNITA.

The Cubans mistrust the FAPLA for several reasons. The FAPLA performs 

poorly. Second, the Cubans suspect, and apparently rightly so, that the FAPLA - or 

at least some people in it - sympathizes with UNITA.

If there have been advantages for Cuba in its intervention in Angola, there 

have also been perhaps even greater disadvantages. Cuba involved itself in Angola 

during the heyday of Cuban dictator Fidel Castro’s interventionism in Latin 

America and Africa. It may well be that the Soviet Union encouraged the Cuban 

role. Today, 12 years later, Cuba is still heavily involved in Angola, and Angola has 

sometimes been referred to as Cuba’s Vietnam. Cuban youths do not want to serve 

there, and evidently the officers are not too happy about going there either. 

Youths fleeing Cuba in rafts and small boats say when they reach the United States 

that they did not want to serve overseas. Cuban General Rafael del Pino, who in 

the mid-1970s commanded Cuba’s air forcé in Angola and who defected to the 

United States in May 1987, stated:

'The people do not want to go to Angola. The people, the officers resist 
going to Angola. This is not only because_we have converted ourselves into a 
mercenary army_but it is that our officers see that the problem is tha 
neither the sons of the members of the Politburo or the sons of the prmapal 
leaders of the government go to Angola, do not go into military

Del Pino said that Cuban casualties in Angola (missing, wounded, and dead) totalle 

approximately 10,000. He reported that during three years 56,000 deserters from the 

Cuban armed forces had been "captured" (including repeaters).
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There is an increasing Russian presence in Angola. This may be because the 
] Cubaos, like the Angolans, have not done well The Russians are in advisory or 

command positions and have even participated in combat.

Brigadier Isidoro Huambo Chindondo, chief of militar, intelligence for 
UNITA, States:

Havana. Cattle are also being flown to Havana. They are also putting the 
wood in Antonovs and flymg it to Havana.5

Intelligence Chief Huambo provided Information on the organization of the 

military arm of the MPLA, the FAPLA (Popular Armed Forces for the Liberation 

of Angola). At the top of the military structure is the Internationalist Committee. 

This is composed of two groups: one is made up of all military personnel, basically 

Cubans and Russians, and the second is made up of military representatives of the 

MPLA Below it functions the National Council for Defense and Security, which is 

composed of representatives of the armed forces, the government, and the MPLA. 

Then there is the commander-in-chief and the Defense Ministry. Underneath this 

functions the general staff, which has representatives of the army, air forcé and 

navy. There are ten military regions, each governed by a regional military council.

The basic unit of the FAPLA is the brigade. Each consists of between 600 

and 700 men. There are two types of brigades: light infantry and mechamzed. The 

strength of the FAPLA is approximately 80,000 men. There is a militia (ODP) of 

about 60,000 men. There are some 2,500 men in the navy (MGPA) and 1,500 in the 

air forcé (FAPA). There are also lesser numbers in Special Forces. The navy is 
equipped primarily with Soviet-made patrol and fast attack craft. The air forcé has
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I sovet-made Antonov transpon planes, MiG-17, -21 and -23 fighter planes, and MIS, - 
| 17 and -25 helicopters.

According to Brigadier Huambo. apart (ron, ,hc Cubans, there are the 

(ollowing íoreign militar, personnel in Angola: 2300 Soviets. 2300 East Gertnans, 

2-®° North Koreans, 3300 men from Portugal. The Portuguesa are said to be 

-conimunists and mercenaries coming for money* (Other intelligence sources in 

the región place non-Angolan, non-Cuban military personnel at a lower figure: 

j2») The commander of the Portuguese is Colonel Leitao Fernandez. The Soviet 

I commander is identified as General Constantino Chacknovich. The East Germán 

commander is known only as General Von Status, and the Cuban commander is 

General Gustavo Freitas Ramírez.

Huambo stated that in Angola there are also guerrillas from other areas of 

Africa. He identified these as U00 members of South Africa’s African National 

Congress, 1,400 Katangese (Zaire) and 7,000 SWAPO guerrillas.

Facing the combined Angolan-Cuban-Soviet forces are the troops of UNITA. 

The military arm of the organization is the FALA (Armed Forces for the 

Liberation of Angola). At the top is the high commander, General Joñas Savimbi. 

j Below him functions the Strategic Operational Command (COPE), in charge of 

general strategic planning. Below the COPE is the EMG, the general staff, and

: under this function divisions and Services.

Divisions inelude ground artillery units, anti-aircraft artillery, demolition 

units and Communications units. The Services inelude the SIMI (military 

intelligence), the military pólice, health units, logistic units, personnel 

training units.

The UNITA military organization is divided into seven military p 

fronts plus the Hberated terntory. The fronts are divided into zone. UNITA has a
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* There are 15 to su men in each unit

After they are given further training thev h,.-
g. ney become companies of what are

deep Urgeis, and can support !ocal people when they transpon material for the 
guernllaa- The next step up is what UNITA calis semi<onventional torces. These 

consist of semi-regular battal.ons of about 600 tnen per unit UNITA has 44 such 

battalions. The battalions are spread over the conntry and support the guerrillas

There are four regular battalions and these are used only to protect the 
| liberated terntory. The battalions receive about six months of training. There are 

about 600 men ín a regular battalion. The battalions have land rovers and other 

means of transportation as well as anti-aircraft and anti-tank weapons. UNITA 

also has 16 platoons of Special Commandoes.

The UNITA forces total 65,000 men, of which 28,000 are regulars and 37,000 

are guerrillas.

The charismatic leader of UNITA - party and military - is Joñas Malheiro 

SavimbL Savimbi was born 3 August 1934 in Munhango, a small town on the 

Benguela railway. His father worked on the railway and it was from his father, 

Loth, that he inherited the faculties of determination and perserverance which 

would shape his own future and that of his country. Loth rose in 20 years from

I being a low-grade clerk on the railway to the first black station master.
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jt was from his grandfather that J
Jonas oncc Mid. "My grandrX'X1'"1 dÍS“k' ““ 

sOul. it was ,n great pain because Of the humiliaf alth°Ugh he had a blg

portugués His grandfather at one time
from his grandfather that Savimbi inherited and ZJ P^ ’̂ “ Was also 

,anguage which stood him in good stead in the °f Ovimbundu
ov¡o,bundu in wars against the Portuguesa an/Z^L ““

l£s Cuban allies. Uanda g°*ernment and

Savttnb, received his secondary educaron at a misslmary schooL 

studied at a government fee schooi and earned his keep by worktng in the 

beadmaster’s k.tchen and watching his dog. ln 1958_ he graduated m 

Haas from a sentor secondary class in Southwest Angola To embark apon a medteal 

careen he took a boat to Portugal for advanced studica A sailor gave him books on 

Marxistn and on Marcus Garvy, the early Amertean black eonsciousness leader. 

Savimbi said: "-After I read them I was really burning to join a freedom movemeat 

On the ship I already knew that my studies would be a secondary matter for me."9

In the years that followed, Savimbi mixed plotting against the Portuguese 

with his studies. Savimbi travelled to Spain, France, and Switzerland. After his 

tour of Europe, he returned to Africa to attend an international student gathering 

in Kampala, Uganda. There were two small Angolan liberation movements 

operating in exile outside of that country: the MPLA, with its roots among the 

slum dwellers, intellectuals, and the Kimbundu people of the capital’s hinterland; 

and the Union of the Angolan People (UPA), the forerunner of the FALPA, whose 

roots were among the northern Kikongu. Savimbi decided to join the UPA

In February 1961, there was an UPA uprising in Luanda. Afncans armed 

with clubs and knives attacked the capital’s jails in an attempt to release pohtical
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^vilX ■» the rebeK In ^rch of that year Sav ■ aU‘hor',ies b°« dowu 
prepare for «aminations. By July. however’ retu™* «» Swnzerland to 

swdiei Savimbi alternated between Switzerland “P “* “
di**1 work. He was now studyiag Jaw “ s,ud‘« and Africa on

' Aní“lan studen‘ movemcnt- ‘he National Union f a IOM1 '“"‘“'S' f°UndCd “

^h-fuudedbytbeUPA. He eStaWlshed
I radical Service. «de unión wmgs and a

By 1963, nearly 30 countr.es had become .ndependent in Africa. The 

Organization of Afncan Union (OAU) was created in Addis Ababa 22 - 25 of May 

Savimbi attended and was given an influential position as cha.rman of a 

poup of liberation movement representatives who advised on the formation of a 

eommittee which would coordínate fund-raising to support nationalist movements 

in those countries still under colonial rule.

In 1964, Savimbi travelled to the Soviet Union, Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 

Hungary, North Korea, North Vietnam, and China in search of support. The 

eastern Europeans displayed little interest in helping him. The Chinese were more 

receptive and promised to train some of Savimbi’s men and to distribute $1,000.00 

from the Chinese embassy of Brazzaville to those of his supporters who were there. 

Savimbi continued his studies in Switzerland and returned again in 1965 to China to 

arrange for guerrilla training for his first recruits. The Chinese gave Savimbi 

$15,000.00 - the first donation received by UNITA for its party funds.
In July of 1965, Savimbi completed final examinations in Lausanne for his 

degree in legal and political Sciences. He returned to China for additiona 

and he also welcomed there a group of 11 men chosen as UNITA s first guer 

commanders. Savimbi knew the fight had to be fought nght in Ang

countr.es


e ontish col. 
' arr*y superior ¡n 
at a meeting in the to, 
ler with Zambia. ;

constitution

ylonieters inside Angola from the border with Za^ MuangaU250
were 67 village chiefs and other delegates A 301013 Attending the meeti°g 
*po» UNITA to edúcate "aU Angoinns H ““‘'‘U‘‘°n “Med which eaHed 

real independence for Angola will only be achieved ' “Untry '° ““ ‘hí“
e£j against the Portuguese colonial nn ■ r°Ugh armed strugSle 

W g P°Wer lnside the country"11 Savimh- „
ffas sriU abr°ad, had had a hand in writing the constitution. '

Io October Savúnbt crossed into Angola, seuing loot o„ bis nativo sol! 

for tbe ftrst time smce he had set sai! for Portugal eight 

«“» Portuguese soldiers in Angola Savimbi and what were callad his Chtnese 

Eleven had only knives, machete-like and one Soviet pistoL The first attack 

by UNITA was launehed on 4 December 1966 against Cassamba, a stnall outpost 

protected by several hundred Portuguese soldiers. Savimbi later admitted that the 

attack was "a failure, it was a disaster."12 He said:

It was the first time we had come under real fire, and the ballets had several 
colors - red, yellow, blue. We were really in a mess. One of our men was 
killed and we had to leave him. Two were wounded. We took them with us. 
We were all lying fíat and had to crawl out through the (barbed) wire.13

The war was on and would continué until the Portuguese were finally driven from 

Angola.

Savimbi had been taught Maoist guerrilla warfare tactics in China. He 

learned in Angola, however, that every guerrilla commander must adapt tactics to 

the conditions in the country in which he is fighting. Of what he had 

in China, Savimbi later said: "Real war was very different It was just luck th 

UNITA did not die in that first attack, because half the commanders t

China took part in it"14
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rnesto "Che" Guevara 

at a conference of Afrr 

zania. Guev,

had studied Mao Tse t5 eTung’sSeZ
;<,oengagedmanatgumentwithEr ”U“ry W„„ngs „ ,

g Cn““f^«nliberation

buge and neh in minernls aM in a speech
eíOluno» ta central and Southern Africa. It ,he >“y >°

| ^““W * rem°VCd fr°m “Penalist conZIlh « «he

^,3!^ Guevara stated. Savimbl re!ponde<i J ' “mblned effort of Afr.cnn
I l.b«at.on movements were crushed while nakin *' W°Uld be a btg místate if

| wia "'ta wou,d b' left ‘° continué the strugg,e°dMV°' “

Savimbi and Guevara met privatelv a
| ^bi argued agatnst one of the principies ho“

I 4e conference: establishment by guerrillas of flxed base ra
„ Mtó.s p» of avoiding sel basen Savimbi also disagreed Mth ZZs

I ,hws that the worktng class had to be the vanguard of any Uberation struggie In 

angola the people who mattered were the peasants, 90% of the populadon.

Guevara, tn his major eontribution to guerrilla literatura, the book Gárrula

| n-nrM had written, ’There must always be preserved a strong base of operations 

and the strengthening of it must continué during the course of the war."15 This is 

precisely what Savimbi has done. He has established the Free Territory and over

| ¡he years expanded it. It is, fundamentally, his base of operations.
Savimbi’s guerrillas have moved out from the Free Territory, and as the 

! :nemy has pulled back, or limited his operations, the liberated territory has grown.

I Savimbi told this writer

The tactics that we use arethem here and there, but also this type of war ís a co So not
War, a political war, Information, economic war,
one-side tactics.16
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provides assistance, although the extent and r-* 
| military secrecy. There appears little doubt that S. 

, aot permit the Angolans-Cubans-Russians to

Because of its geographical location 

of considerable strategic importance on 

over 1,000 miles of coastline on the South Atlantic, and running into the ports are 

severa! cross-country railroads. This makes Angola a significant outlet for the raw 

| Materials of Central African nations, including minerals, diamonds, and agricultural 

Products. Recently NATO extended southward its contingency planning to a line 

running west from Luanda.

The United States has refused to grant diplomatic recognition to Angola as 

long as Cuban troops remain in that country. Nevertheless, the United States has 

| ^er the years participated a number of times in negotiations aimed at removal of 

■ ftose forces.

The terrítory, becauSe Of ¡ts s-
fOr operationa Withi„ much
fltere are elementary and upper.g °nS a and govern > »a«

are machine shops that do fir.t.aid Wem.
I ^ptary posrai System. No «p„ala

cerner goods are distributed accQ * any kind .
Wg the war IS only on - --y. An UNITA o - -

,hos£ °f ruling A-go*"U8gle'v,ctory wil1 go to
. ree Terrítory, UNITa u
| from [he United States. Most , A »as received

, fjlie equalizer in view of the fact that UNrr a Í St'nger a

.1.U---- , as no tur Power. South Africa too,
’ “‘“reofthtsis^^^ ’

°nth Africa, as in the past, would

“verruntheFreeTerritory.
and accidents of history, Angola is now 

the stage of World conflicts. Angola has
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In June 1978, the deputy chief 
-d McHenry, travelled to An

*- - -■> *uief Of t.

p>v,d MeHenry, traveUed to Angola -«sion
I S„K for African Affain, Chester CtOck U& A

ptefflWr0f the same year. ^^«ed A
^^.tthAngdatFo^^ Sat

lneldat the United Nationsbetweenthctwo °J° 

I jorge tnet in París in January 1982. Furthr- 

luaOda between U.S. and Angolan 
' ,„d he als0 had talks with Angelan officials

i Brussels-

-—■“ ■“ zx“:zr 
|Mder José Eduardo dos Santos, who had succeeded Neto after his death in 1979 

Cicateó willingness to negotiate withdrawal of the Cubans once Resolution 435 

vas implemented. Ever since, there has been an Angolan-Namibian linkage in all 

negotiations.

In a speech in Harare, Zimbabwe in September 1986 at a summit conference 

af the Non-Aligned nations, Cuba’s Fidel Castro tossed in a new issue. He stated

i that Cuban troops would not leave Angola until apartheid was ended in South 

Africa. This statement apparently surprised the Angolans, and it does not no 

sppear to be a serious issue in negotiations.
| Angola won its inde pendence from Portugal; in the subsequent internal

, «Uggles a Marxist party gained control The Cubans and

fflpport, and the door was opened for Angola to . regional power and 

| ^nfücL The emergence of white-controlled S le fOr Angola-

, ” rule over Namibia added another dtmenston to t e

to the United Nations, 

ssistant Secretar^ of 
ngola in April 198L In

e, Alexander Haig, contened in 

rge, and additional talks were 
countries. Chester Crocker and Paulo 

er talks were held that year in Paris and 
Twice in 1987 Crocker visited Luanda, 

in Washington, Brazzaville, and
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— QXSlCl, tney will have an ideal ji central Africa, which is Zambia, 
nzania, Malawi; (then) move to 

sts have in various 

y to seize power.

warfare is bei~

e üs-supPorted

| ADgola is today one of the three pljj

| are a. war with Soviet^^“ 'th' "-■« wher, 

jf the Russians do control av>mbi States:
base from where to opérate . ?nCOns°Hdate in An. .I

Since World War II, the commum

| utJiized guerrilla warfare as a means to try to se '""U“S °'
' a”d Af"- 'VPe of warfare

Says Savimbú

_What we want for our countrv firct , .
for that. We fought for 15 years aeaini pUe/ndePendence. And we fonoht 
independence_(We want) a country which w ngdeSe/°loniaIists to get a true 
fnend and not have imposed upon us a fri™l£?Clde whora wU1 b« our 
than that, we believe that our people have suf eíed^!At,Sa°day- And more

and it is our priority number one.18 y Produce food for themselves,
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the writer in Jamba, May 1987.
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