14 Racusl Politice 1o Reynjutsonary Cuba ol |

 1the summer of 1har year A specialint an Cuban slavery ane
Cuban religlons, Caobemnell appears 1¢ have been responsihle |
Pasty s renewed inierest 1o the racial question 1n the canly 19§
the 1me of 1he Moncads swvsauli however, he was alicady i &
wilh (he Paity leadesship bor pursuing with *escennive vigoe
relsied 10 1acial mattery and lor cepounding vicews held 10}
amaaire ™ He bad slivady hemhen Party disciplhine 10 ome
sl cmcuinons oftsheww gl 1he ienie Contra |la Dhscnmmacion R
leom 1 Agamtt Racral Dhactimunation| 2t 1the University aof Havar
ayttide of Pany contyal ™

Caubonell had mer Fudel Castra at the University ol Havar
qarly |99 He was comvinced 1har Castro was 00 mete pul
hul & dynamu and 1aducal natwonalist capable of sassembling &
portiom of Cuba « youth bebhind him, 4 man sympathenic 10 4
rad g 8l Cubgne Blacks ® He way mcermed at 1he Party '« oy
ix inndemngiwm of 1he Moncads saciood, which Be saw a3 ¢k
iewolul onary deed undertahen 10 Cuba since 1he revalutwom ¢
bid ! To woderscore it revalt, Casbonell sgain hrake Pan
¢1plime and weni ¢ congraiulanory 1dlegeam to Castro, who was
wmad 11 1he 1/me o 1he s294ult an the Moocada and Ha
hartacks *' The Paniy switly eapelled the 'hithy pravocar
peti] howgecin sdveniuiet,” and “'undercaver agent” with the

icmmagy mldweateon mobhmg wuch exenig
Levi the upilaienal sachmn al an  unduciplhined ™ member |

tahen ion Pariy policy, 1he Communinis istued s statement ren
g 1hat  the paaty repects thin Bind al adventurns acrion {1 €

Moo ads ssasult] which sesvey cily 10 1M molate dozens ol
people * Alludmng 10 Caabmell, 11 denounced ''1hose who
emping (o myvalve the newspaper Hoy |1he Pasty paper| with a f
provocsilng entanghing 11 10 the adventuie ol Cantiro ar
group ' [thed | *

%

The white middle < lass radicaly who, under Cast1a’s lesdership
muuiise comweived The fyst st iImiurreciondl asasull ag
Ratista v ductsiorship had vaguely relemied ta Cube’s need Ion
min and new procedures, ' wrlise and economc proaperity,

inial and dehitide sxutl usisce ™ However, 8« much as s pervas,
imc weim Shade 1R 1 1al queatxon e of 1he most crunal @ any
lomsred oreshauling ol Cuban wox weiy, Cavtro snd Bis mnmaie as
atey werd sdent ap thal poani There was no mention of 11 1n Casegy

lengihy sistemarnt,  Himiory Will Abanlve Me, "** nos 10 his e3p
s 10 he comrt 0o 1he socia] 1eanane hebind his reval| agsineg 1

Castro s Early Attitodes on Race | R4

Hatinia regime *’ Such blindness to the mosat glanng sore spat In
Cuban saciety was hardly appropriate for the radical nanionalist and
well mioemed soxcial 1eliormer thar Castro was at the (zme As
Thomas pointed out, Castro "'had never had anything y=t 12 say omn
the prablem o the Negro 1n Cuba Thete was as ever lacking any
meniiaon of racial intaletance, indeed, 1t would heve been possihle o
bave tead History Will Absalwe Me' without ever hnowmg thewe
weie Negurers at all 18 Cuba Castyra never mentioned the marner
inany of his speeches or programmes before the revolution To resd
Hivtory Wil Absolve Me” would suggest that Castro was addressing
4 1acally honmogensous Bation ‘"4

Castra was undouhtedly sn srdeni anti-impenalist al advanced
s0cial \dess, consumed as much by s desire 1a challenge the imperi-
shist mitranglehnld aves Cuba as by a mecasianic will 1o power Ul any-
thing. the Moncada hssco had strengthened has canwxctiaon that
histowry had chosen him for the accomplishment of a gresr design He
was certainly opposed n racual segregation and discriminanon an
cihiral grounds, as would be enpected of 2 white liberal nanionalues
ielormer operaning wn saxch 2 heanly AbNrucancred envnironment as
Cuba Equally cheas 13 the iact that at no tyme had hr aticmpted to umn-
devsiand the racial questian 1n s hisiorical, pohitical, or paycho-
cultural dimensions

A Paternalistic Superiarity Complex

Rasrd on 1wa devaders ol close palitical aysocration and personal
incodahip with Fudel Castra. Caslos Franguws, formey propagands chsed
il the Mavimienta 14 de lulia, recalled Castro's racial myopia 'In
1/l canscience, haned an 1he knnwledge | have ol Fudel aan s pessaonal
hanis, | must say that Fudel Casiro 13 oot 2 discruminsior 10 s segregs-
Lionist srnae He s not the 1ype of pereon whn would discrimminare
sasinst a black man just because his skan 1s black Ay the same tohen,
| da nnt believe Fidel 10 be 8 mac hista 10 lhl-ﬂu-h--h! “I:I das-
thiiminate agsins! 2 woman becsuse she *Plh or 141 &

( hinewe becaune he Chﬂq'hp 3
lies Fidel's hmnanon —grean | - _—T"__
dessiand what 1t has mean) and -'L:' -
Cuba He 1s equally o ' ts
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