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Aad AND HUMAN PIGHTS 1N ANGOLA

Three decages of internal war have devastated the people and economyy

0T Angola. The fratricids!, protracted neture of that war has bratalized
1S protagonists. Reports of new and continuing violgtions of human rights
It the confhici should come as no surprise. History suggests thst internal
msurgency i counlerinsurgency that endure sver long periods of time
‘end to degererate wnic especially violent. Jehumenizing wartare. To-
Jether. ~uiers and rebeis become the victims of 3 gegenerative culture of
viclence. The Pmiippines, Uruauay, £ Salvador and Mozarmgigue are N0
recent sxampies of this orocess that immediately come to mind. In 1975,
faliowing thirteen years of anticolomgl insurgency, Angola fell victim tg
Lhe hirrerdous destruction of externally fueled civil war. Fifteen years
tater, that war continues unresolved By the international accord that has
commitied Cuba and South Africa to military withdrawal from Angola and

Namibia, respectively.

In the period immediately sfter “eLUMming power 1n 1975 with the assist-
ance of Cuban and Soviet intervention, leaders of the nationalist Feagle’s
Moverient Tor the Liberation of Angola, or MPLA acted with the 2ar'y Zeal-
0try and nlolersnce charactenstic of revolutionariag hesdy with newly
Won suthority. it banned and jailed pelitical opposition curtaiied reli-
Qious freedarn, barred independent trade unions, deciarad stseif 3 Marvist-
Leninist party snd sstablished centrajized soittical contrai guer fhe Drecs
and ecopomy. The resulf was economic ruin, ezcept for an enclave scan-
omy af targely foreign-run oil production along the couniry's north coast
Exploting popuiar anievances and putting to good use maierial. 0012tical
and instructional assistance from South African forces in Mamibs 3 ro-

grouped and reinvigorsted competing movement, the Umon for the Tarsi




