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Cuhar oppositsan The upper ¢lasses 10 Cuba wese very much sl

copae waualy white, segreganonist, and snimngly Neprophaobxe They
wrte 1ndeed 1he proxduct and modern repiescntat rees, o the dielagy
aned exomontt iz ¢ lase imierests of (ha slive Bolder o Cuby 1 cmeds
sig pasi The Negio quesnion was cqually Washingvon s Achslley’
hee] Castre wonld direet inzieasingly heavier blowas to 1hat sofl spos
e mowr hoth coutthes squared ofl ey 2 vywolen coniTostalion

frarng an Amencer inervegiwon, Cuhan leaders attempied to shon
caedit the U S by canvasang 1he san ol tuppwi that comld allow
the 11 revoluison 1o suryyee d W achmginn decidhed 1o u!lh:l'l.'l.’l.'l'] mier
vems Hepce om both axdes — perticulanly on Cuba 1 —2 vast props
gatds campign was wr @ Doton Dencioacing Amencan raceat sl
siresing 1ha tacial dervm s son was etadicared m Cube Cantve
e iexhoushlied bhis eficwts o cotivase the support of Amencan Negioes

A e struggle agamna \mperialivm '

The Fap Play 5w Cubsa Cammitiex, s U §  basexd pao-L astio orpan)
zatem wat st up m the wprmg of 1960 The FIRCC was 1m hetnane the
thiel vebicle 1hurmgh which 1he Cuban lesdesyhip soughl access in
America n blach pogulsnion founded by 1wn Ameican ielevitann
wumna/1us, Roben Taber 2a white, and Richaud Cibaon, 2 Blach 1D
FPCC was o 1he culset an effeciive cagan for coanveying Caitio s

mentage 10 ihe hlach American community A wellicgarded pur
nalinl Yaber wat 1 personal fniend ol Castrn, wharn be had inter
newed 1o 1956 dunng 1he Siera Maesirs campagn Tabet cexiamly
had becn wstrumenial 10 cresting a0 exily swareness 1o Havana of
the muponance of casvassing blach Amesican suppon Cibaos, 18
connia, swerms (o hive played more of 2 window diessing roke.

s May 1980 lcormer hearyweight champion |ae Lo, ong of 1he
piocmingnt U S Blachs mwiied 10 Cube by Castin the previonms yeam,
wa parnedd U § poblcity agenit o prosnoee 1nuonam oo Cuba ™ Loale
dences [rmephioa Bades nowelists Richard Wrght snd |ames Baldwia
and 2 bowi of onhey black American culebritiet wete on Cubas 5 1n9y-
wiwwd st divwn up by 1he FIRCC Prominens U § blach 1miellecin-
s mroosed muh kfow d o el ngles casars wers alno eagemN
wangh! cam by the IPCC b prowc ind toamy of Cubg

a joly |90 s goup of black U1 § miellecruals imally mrived m
Cole om a0 crgamrred FIRCC 1o Among 1hem were poct Leron s
Amin Ratahal 1he hoinnen s inlogisd Hanld Cruse, wmiter Julian
Mayimld histones |[obn Hennk Clarke, sad cinl nghos scriviss
Robenn Williams wherie hnetunes wese om 1he riee Rzcalling 1his

weomd arganized «np of Ameiizan Blacks 10 rewnlutionary Caba

Sl

Cuba the Third Workd and the Communin Blos "N

Hanll Cruse wraie about his misgivings ‘| eceably bedd bhack all
iutw ard ezubhrignee bm the Cubes souarson ' e saand ‘| was advnw
1edly pro-Castmn. bul 1here were oo taatty Commanessers arvasnd ary-
ing 'mpcruwus and important Moreoser, (heie was the advious and
uncianfwd pasnnon of the Cubsan Negm 10 consider Ye1 we were all
irested with such averwhelming deference, comsiderstamn and
pnvilege 11 was diMieuli 1o bee crifcal” Ytalsce sidhed | ' Oxle-mn
ihr second gionp of guests wroie favorshly sbowul the onp upen thew
ictum to the U §

The vinjion whn would prove 1nsirumental 1m Havang » 21tcsgpes
mwonm UJ S Blacks oo ta sader was Robery Wollusms A torsaey Moareae
wed Ecavan Wan vetrten Wilhames was & the tome the pnoss aom et gnt
ciwi]l nghie leades 1m0 the United Scaies Head of 1he Monres, Narth
Carolina, chapter al 1the NAACP, he had since | 958 advoc s1ed armesd
wll delenne a3 thwe omly raad to ohi1ammaing the bassc raghes of black
Americans He had immediasiely aizacted the sstrntem ol Coban m-
1dlligence and of Frodel Castyo himsel

Williame« was bowm and rarsed 10 the Derp South Accussomed m
s wacially swptegaied envuopment, e waa wonder atruck by bas
Cuban tnp A Negro, hor ssample, wan head of the Cubas sraned
(rces gnd o e could hade that tact rom s bete 2 Amercs, ' e
marveled '* Williame sand that 1o Cubs by wan  made 10 foel 1has |
wat 2 member al 1he human race tof the {ww time m my labe’" (1bad |
He thathed ''Fude] Castro and Free Cuba | bw| grantung porsons of Afn-
can dewcent ronaner 1o the baman tace'* (shad . 70| Such Langpuags
crmald oly delyght white Cubun leaders. who presusnsh iy had already
hegun 10 regarnd them selwes as 1he anvwors of black Amnencasa whors
ihey increasingly described 10 terms such sa “wiaviched U S
Negroes

Williame' s exaggersied reactnms 0 Caagro 3 1l sxforrn ' sl
him 1he most lervent and influeniial sapporier @ the Cobaa 14 gne
smong UJ S Blacks The full weight of his presinge, he warned womkd
be placed st the sexyvice of Caaero’'s casse "Ad ke my hring ‘used s
§ pewn o the arnuggle of Callg’' agasnet smpenalsst md rec 1 North
Arwrrica | prefat to by used s an 1stTRINe ta cooyeey the e b of
1 prople who respecet the nghts of mum, raibeer than oo be useod o+ m
tlncle Tom whitewasher ai black opperesnion and mmmistice and an

spriloginn fos Amenca’s hmm'm ana’s
o

nghi 1a critscaze the U S racial
Amesican poohlem © -q...-l-l:=_.|1.l uch s would

Ameiica’'s whumanily 10 man 12




