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In October 1966, Savimbi crossed into Angola, setting foo
4 O

for the first time since he had set sail for Portygy) eight years
] C

on his native soil

arhier. There were

50,000 Portuguese soldiers in Angola. Savimbi and what were called his Ch
Inese

Eleven had only knives, machete-like pangas and one Soviet pistol The first attack

py UNITA was launched on 4 December 1966 against Cassamba, a small outpost

prntc:tcd by several hundred Portuguese soldiers. Savimbi later admitted that the

attack was "a failure, 1t was a disaster.”? He said:

It was the first time we had come under real fire, and the bullets had several
colors - red, yellow, blue. We were really in 2 mess. One of our men was
killed and we had to leave him. Two were wounded We tock them with us.
We were all lying flat and had to crawl out through the (barbed) wire."

The war was on and would continue until the Portuguese were finally driven from

Angola.

Savimbi had been taught Maoist guerrilla warfare tactics in China. He

: ics ta
learned in Angola, however, that every guerrilla commander must adapt tactics

what he had been taught
t luck that

the conditions in the country in which he is fighting. Of
r was very different. It was Jus
§ the commanders trained 10

1t China, Savimbi later said: "Real wa

UNITA did not die in that first attack, because hal

China topk part in it




